


The Interreg Atlantic Area Programme is 

financed by the European Regional Development 

Fund (ERDF) under the European Territorial 

Cooperation objective of the European Union 

Cohesion Policy for the programming period 2014-

2020. 

The Programme supports cooperation 

addressing shared regional challenges and 

innovative approaches to strengthen territorial 

and sustainable economic development in the 

Atlantic Area. 

The Programme targets partnership projects which 

will provide joint solutions to shared 

transnational challenges faced by eligible regions 

along the Atlantic coast in France, Ireland, 

Portugal, Spain and the United Kingdom.
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The FAN-BEST project falls within AXIS 1: Stimulating innovation and competitiveness and Specific

Objective 1.2.: Strengthening the transfer of innovation results to facilitate the emergence of new

products, services and processes.

Priority 1: Stimulating innovation and competitiveness 

This priority will contribute to accelerate 

intelligent growth by supporting the 

creation of the right environment to 

stimulate innovation and promoting 

interventions in the common sectors 

identified in the Regional Smart 

Specialisation Strategies (RIS3) and in 

which the area shows comparative 

competitive advantages.

Objective 1.2: Strengthening the transfer of 

innovation results to facilitate the emergence of 

new products, services and processes

Support the exploitation of new ideas and research 

results and the creation of more knowledge-

intensive businesses to generate new products, 

services and processes, especially for 

emerging and growth sectors (according to smart 

specialisation strategies in regions) and also with a 

view to intensify trade and exports. 
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Main challenges:

1. Improving the knowledge about the funding needs and the potential of 

technology transfer (Special attention to projects led by women). 

2. Promoting the access of SMEs to funding opportunities and financial 

instruments . 

3. Exploration and exploitation of R&D in Blue  Economy in all their potential, 

improving the access to leading technology. 

4. Positioning the universities as agents connected with the funds and investors  

for innovation. 

5. Contribution to the creation of innovative products and services by SMEs in 

blue economy sectors . 

FANBEST
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Partners & Associates :
1. Promoter and Lead Partner: University of Santiago 

de Compostela (ES) http://www.usc.es

2. Greater Manchester Chamber of Commerce (UK) 
www.gmchamber.co.uk

3. The University of Exeter- Business School (UK) 
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/ ; http://business-
school.exeter.ac.uk/

4. Munster Technological University (IE) 
https://www.mtu.ie/

5. Fundo Regional para a Ciência e Tecnologia-
Azores Government (PT) http://frct.azores.gov.pt/

6. Orange Bird  Crowdfunding Portugal (PT) 
http://ppl.com.pt

7. Colegio Oficial de Ingenieros Navales y Oceánicos
(ES) https://ingenierosnavales.com/

8. Atlantpole (FR) https://www.atlanpole.fr/

9. Vertigo Lab (FR) http://www.vertigolab.eu

Associate1 : Local Enterprise Office Kerry  (IE)  
www.localenterprise.ie/kerry

Associate2: CornwalllChamberof Commerce (UK) 
http://www.cornwallchamber.com/

Associate3: Universitéla Rochelle(FR) https://www.univ-
larochelle.fr/
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Work plan :

Start date 01/01/2019ïEnd date 30/06/2022

WP 1 Coordination WP 2 Communication WP 3 Capitalization

WP 4 . Identification of 

the financial needs

WP 5. tools to foster 

B2B and R+D link
WP 6. Coaching

service

General transversal Work packages

Thematic Work packages
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Analysis of the Blue Economy: mapping the stakeholders

Showcase of FAN -BEST products and results :

www.fanbest.eu

The report is the product of an exhaustive data gathering about the main

actors related with the BE and financial opportunities.

It draws attention on some conclusions and recommendations on the

current opportunities and challenges of mapping BE stakeholders across

the Atlantic Area, and about the financial instruments available at sectoral

and at territorial level.

Available for free download on theProjectôswebsite

https://fanbest.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/WP41_Deliverable_Stakeholder-Mapping_V5_compressed.pdf


Analysis of the Blue Economy: analysing the R&D&i in Blue sectors

Showcase of FAN -BEST products and results :
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The second report was focused on analysis of the

Analysis of the potential of Atlantic R&D+i for blue

growth

It was based on a sample of 610 companies analysed in

terms of patenting activity on Blue Economy and

financial evolution of Blue Economy companies.

Results show that the Blue Economy in the Atlantic Area

has had an important capacity to innovate in the last

two decades, where bigger companies were the ones

capturing to a greater extent its potential benefits, and

strong differences exist between regions in terms of

company characteristics and innovative capacity.

Available for free download on theProjectôswebsite

https://fanbest.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Analysis-of-the-potential-of-RD-and-financial-situation-on-Blue-Economy-companies.pdf


Events on Blue economy organized by the Project

Showcase of FAN -BEST products and results :
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Roundtables highlighting the contribution of 

women to the Blue economy, both in 

innovation and sustainable development

1st ed. Manchester: 29th November 2019

2nd ed. Online from Dublin: 14th July 2020

Hackathon on solutions to problems facing 

the blue growth

1st ed. Online from Tralee: 9th December 2020

NEXT EVENT:

2-4 Nov 2021

Webinars aimed to enhance knowledge on the 

opportunities offered by the blue sectors.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/fanbest-webinar-series-

opportunities-in-the-blue-sectors-tickets-168069852453

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/fanbest-webinar-series-opportunities-in-the-blue-sectors-tickets-168069852453


The project was promoted at various events across the A.A

Showcase of FAN -BEST products and results :
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Engineering and Manufacturing Forum on 

Sustainable Manufacturing

Manchester. 28th February 2020

Blue Invest Day organised by the European Commission (DG MARE,) 

The partnership was represented by the partner ATLANPOLE 

Brussels. 4th February 2020

FANBEST participated in the tenth edition of the ñForum do 

Marò, organized by Business2Sea, which took place from 16th -

20th November, in a virtual format  http://business2sea.org/

organized by Fórum Oceano (PT) and CETMAR (GZ) 

A representative of Fanbest participated in the 59th Congress of 

Naval Engineering and Maritime Industry, Madrid 11th March 

2021, in a virtual format.

http://business2sea.org/

