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Largeterritory characterizedby the prominenceof the Atlantic Ocean

­Blue in our DNA: commonelement of the cooperationarea –geography,

economyandculture

Marine& maritimeactivitiesasconnectionpoints

e.g. fishing,aquaculture,agro-industry,renewable

energyproduction,the navalsector,ports

Å Sustainabletourism& naturalandculturalheritage

Å Climatechangeand natural risks, particularly coastaland waterways-related

risks

Å Theimpactof COVID19: labourmarket, inequality,structuralchange. Needfor

a cross-cuttingapproach

The future Atlantic Area (AA) programme
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The new geography

Å Regions from 4 MS: Ireland, France, Portugal and Spain, 

including the islands Açores, Madeira and Islas Canarias

Territorial analysis

Å Extensive territory, mainly composed of regions linked to 

the Atlantic with many similarities in economic sectors, 

culture and biodiversity –common challenges

Å Significant territorial disparities

Å Land-sea link: the Programme'smaritime approach 

involves interactions with inland territories, given the 

impact they have on coastal areas and 

on the ocean itself
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Intervention logic· Consistencywith EUpolicies

The future Atlantic Area (AA) programme



Intervention logic· Summaryof rationale
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Results public consultation
march 2021 



Some general remarks

Results public consultation
march 2021 



Priority areas for intervention - marine and maritime areas, and coastal 

areas (non-coastal areas exploiting direct links with the coast, in the form of 
synergy and added value of joint work)

PO1ςSMARTEREUROPE

Å Blueinnovationandcompetitiveness

PO2ςGREENEREUROPE

Å Blueenvironment

PO4ςMORESOCIALEUROPE

Å Bluesustainabletourismandculture

ISO1ςBetter Governance

Closer to the people, + Green, + Blue

IMPACT

Collaboration with 

other Interreg and 

mainstream funds

Fully exploit the 

strength of the 

Atlantic cluster 

stakeholders
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Well alignedwith the BlueGrowth Strategy& the Atlantic Strategy

Å Therelevanceof maritime spatialplanningin the EU

Å TheAtlantic ActionPlan2.0

Atlantic Strategyand the future AA mutually supportingto achievecommon

objectives& strongerresultsfor the benefit of the citizensof the Atlantic

¬Blue and Green efficiency
¬Resilience
¬Synergies
¬Added Value of maritime cooperation

The STRATEGIC FOCUS on MARINE and MARITIME

Sustainable 
development 
of the Atlantic 
Area

Keep a strong commitment to the Blue Economyand contribute to

achievingthe SustainableDevelopmentandNewGreenDealgoals



Within the EuropeanPolicy

Promote synergiesbetween maritime activities, namely in the MRE: identify

investment opportunities and strengthen coordination between countries and

regions

Å The importance of coordination between flagship local studies and

transnationalactions

Maritime spatial planning in the EU

The active role of the AA

Oneof the challengesfor the Atlantic regionsand for the AAProgrammeis

the achievementof a balancebetweensustainableenergyand the network

of protected areas, tourism and the development of fishing and maritime

transport activities



Å Improve the articulation with networks and sources of expertise associated with the 
Atlantic Maritime Strategy

Å Improve the efficiency and effectiveness in the communication of the AA 
Programme:

Å Internally - with the Programme  partners and authorities
Å Externally - with other regions and territories

Å Promote efficient governance - ensure good articulation with the Programme bodies 
and strategic partners

Å Promote synergies between maritime activities (e.g.in MRE): identify opportunities 
for investors and strengthen coordination between countries and regions

Lessons Learned for the Next Period ςA Synthesis
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Reflectionand
continuous

improvement


