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	PROJECT CODE NUMBER
	

	ACRONYM
	

	PARTNER
	


	STEP 1
	Criteria
	Question
	Answer YES/NO

	
	Is the recipient an undertaking?

	
	
Undertaking (a)

	Is any project partner planning to carry out an economic activity within the project?
	
	

	
	
	
	 If YES, star step 2 and reply to the following question
	 If NOT, there is no state aid and the other criteria do not need to be checked. Reply ‘NO’ in the conclusion box

	
	State aid ‘test’
Where the beneficiary is an undertaking for the purposes of the project – i.e. is engaged in an economic activity, the five elements of the State aid ‘test’ should be applied – these criteria are cumulative, all must be met for the measure to constitute aid.

	
	State resources
	Is the aid granted to undertakings from public funds (Member State or State resources)?
	YES (compulsory)

For all European Structural and Investment Funds, including European Territorial Cooperation Programmes (ETC) as Atlantic Area (AA). Reply to the following question

	
	
Economic Advantage (b)
	Will the project partner planning to carry out the economic activity within the project or a third party get an undue advantage from it?
	
	

	
	
	
	If YES, reply to the following question
	If NOT, there is no state aid and the other criteria do not need to be checked. Reply ‘NO’ in the conclusion box

	
	
Selectivity 
	Is the aid selective?
	YES (compulsory)

Territorial Cooperation Programmes as Atlantic Area are by nature selective. Reply to the following question

	
	
Distortion of competition (c)

	Does the aid have a (potential) distorting effect on competition within the Union?
	
	

	
	
	
	If YES,  reply to the following question
	If NOT, there is no state aid.  Reply ‘NO’ in conclusion box

	
	Effect on trade within the Union (d)
	Does the aid have a (potential) distorting effect on trade within the Union?
	
	

	
	
	
	If YES, the activity is state aid relevant. Reply ‘YES’ in the conclusion box
	If NOT, there is no state aid.  Reply ‘NO’ in conclusion box

	CONCLUSION of STEP 1 & 2
	Answer YES/NO

	Is any of the planned activities state aid relevant?

	
	

	
	If YES, start STEP 3

	If the conclusion is NO state aid (the activity is not economic or the support is not state aid relevant), standard co-financing rate of the programme applies (75%)

	STEP 3
	If there is state aid what is/are the option(s) for compliance?

	
	Options
	Ceilings
	Max. % co-financing of eligible costs by the AA programme

	
	1. Removal of concerned activities from the application
	None
	75%

	
	2. De Minimis 
(Regulation EU n.º1407/2013)
	· 200.000€ in a 3 years period per undertaking, per Member State
· 100.000€ for road freight transport sector.
(Excluded sectors with separate regulation: fishery and aquaculture; primary agricultural products; processing and marketing of agricultural products)
	75%

	
	3. GBER (General Block Exemption Regulation EU n.º 651/2014)
	

	
	3.1 Art. 20º Aid for SME’s participating in ETC programmes

	2 M€ per undertaking, per project (e)
	50%

	
	3.2 Art. 25º for  research and development projects (art. 25º, point 2. b, c, d:  industrial research; experimental development; feasibility studies)
	
	
50% for industrial research
25% for experimental development
50% for feasibility studies

	
	What is/are the chosen option(s)? (1, 2, 3 or 4)?
	

	
	Please identify state aid relevant activities and related budget (foreseen in the application):

	
	activity
	budget

	
	


	

	
	Documentation to be presented by concerned applicants:

	
	Option 1.
	Detailed description of removed activities

	
	Option 2.
	De Minimis Declaration

	
	Option 3.
	SME self-declaration

	
	Option 4.
	GBER Declaration








DATE: 


SIGNATURE:


Guidance notes for Step 1, 2 and 3: 
· Related legislation:
· Articles 107-108 of the TFEU (Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union)
· De Minimis Regulation EU n.º1407/2013
· General Block Exemption Regulation EU n.º 651/2014

· For more information:
· European Commission/DG Competition:  http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/overview/index_en.html. 
· Interact State Aid and European Territorial Cooperation, Questions and Answers (www.interact-eu.net). 

· Self-assessment glossary:

(a) “Undertaking” means:
· Any entity engaged in economic activity
· Regardless of legal status way it is financed and
· Regardless of whether entity intends to make profit
· Regardless of whether it offers the services free of charge to its users or customers
· Notion is addressed to economic activities rather than to entities
· Economic activity is any activity that can be exercised by private undertakings for remuneration
· Examples of non-undertakings
· Public entities exercising public powers e.g. activities related to army or police, maintenance of air navigation system, customs, maritime traffic control and safety
· Public education, Hospitals, Social Security undertakings
· Public infrastructure and land development
· Employees and Trade Unions
· Deciding whether an organisation is an undertaking is specific to an economic activity so, for example, research organisations and infrastructures (including public universities and private research institutes) can be involved in both economic and non-economic activities. However, the costs and revenues must be separated for the non-economic activities to fall outside the scope of State aid.

(b) “Economic advantage” means:
· Advantage is any relief from normal costs that are inherent in the economic activity of the beneficiary undertaking
· If State provides aid through open tender, then no state aid
· If State behaves as any private investor or creditor then no state aid and no need for public tender
· Indirect advantage (to undertakings other than those to which resources are transferred)
· Advantage at different levels(e.g. owner, operator and user of infrastructure)

(c) Distortion of competition within the Union: almost certainly “YES” if there is an advantage
(d) Effect on trade within the Union: almost certainly “YES”, since Interreg programmes are not intended to have a purely local effect.
Attention must be drown to eligible costs and SME definition expressed in art. 20º.
INTERREG ATLANTIC AREA PROGRAMME 
atlanticarea.eu 			     5
image1.jpeg
/S lnteri cyY
Atlantic Area

European Regional Development Fund ~EUROPEAN UNION





image2.jpg
S ntert cyYy
Atlantic Area

European Regional Development Fund

EUROPEAN UNION

COMISSAO DE COORDENAGAO Rua Rainha D. Estefania, 251 atlanticarea.eu e @ Q e
E DESENVOLVIMENTO REGIONAL  4150-304 Porto - Portugal

DO NORTE (CCDR-N) T: +351 22 608 63 00




