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SECTION 1. STRATEGY FOR THE COOPERATION PROGRAMME'S CONTRIBUTION TO THE UNION

STRATEGY FOR SMART, SUSTAINABLE AND INCLUSIVE GROWTH AND THE ACHIEVEMENT OF
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND TERRITORIAL COHESION

1.1 Strategy for the cooperation programme's contribution to the Union strategy for
smart, sustainable and inc lusive growth and to the achievement of economic, social
and territorial cohesion

1.1.1$ A0AOCEDPOETT 1T &£ OEA AT T PAOAOEITT DOI COAIiT ABO
delivery of the Union strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth and for
achieving economic, social and territorial cohesion.

a) Analysis of the socio-economic situation of the Programme Area

The Atlantic Area covers the western part of Europe bordering\tlantic Ocea. It comprises
the following 37regions from the western part UK, Ireland and Portugal as well as the northern
and south westermost part of Spain and western France:

1 France: HauteNormandie, BassBlormandie, Payde-la-Loire, Bretagne, Poitou
Charentes, Aquitaine

1 Ireland: BorderMidland and WesternSouthernand Easteri

1 Portugal: Norte, Algarve, Centro, Lisboa, AlenteRegido Autbnoma daécores,
Regido Auténoma diladeira

i1 Spain: Galicia, Principado de Asturias, Cantabria, Navarra, Pais Vasco, Andalucia
(Huelva, Cadiz and Sevilla), Islas Canarias

1 United Kingdom: Cumbria, Cheshiré&reater Manchesterl.ancashire Merseyside
Gloucestershire, Wiltshire and Bristol/Bath Area, RBoend Somerset, Cornwall and
Isles of Scilly, Devon, West Wales and the Valleys, East Wales, South Western Scotland,
Highlands and Islands, Northern Ireland

The 20142020 Programme will cover an expanded area compared to the presooperation
programmes due to the inclusion of new regions: Canary Islands (Spain), theAutonomous
Regions of the Azores and Madeira (Portugal). The process of integrating new regions responds
to a Member StategMS)request for the benefit of the programme area. Tharticipation of

the three insular regions will contribute to a more esive Atlantic Region, increase naturd

and cultural heritageand enhanceits comparative advantage related to its maritime
perspective.

There are three new Irish regions resulting from the reform that came into force in 2015. An Application will have to e made
EUROSTAT by the Irish National Authorities o tea s s i f gew regians. ahe dortkern and Western Regional Assembly

now acts as Managing Authority for the BMW Operational Programme-202@ and the Southern Regional Assembly acts as

Managing Authority for the Southern and Eastern Regional Operational Prograni#&@20
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The Athntic Area is home to almost & million inhabitantsin 2012 (287 million male and
30.2 million female) and generates a total GDP of 1.486.301 million Euros (2011).

The primary features drawing the area together are its environmental heritage and maritime
dimension as well astarritorial and urban development common pattern based on a majority
of intermediate rural areas and a limited number of large metropolitan areas. The average
estimated population density is 84 inhabitants per %{2011), belowthe EU27 average
(11661).

Among other points of convergence of ti#dlantic Area acting askey factors for its joint
development must be quoted théradition of cooperation, the existing strong networks
between relevant actors and the strong cultural heritage and cultural identity this
framework, the territorial cooperation programme is an important means for a further
development of the Atlantic Region transnational territorielewever, the Programme area is
in many respects diverse, while a soutbrth and coasilinland gralient can often be
observed, with important differences in terms of economic and demographic development.

In particular, the main features identified in the Atlantic Area with respect tgetsyraphic
specificities and accessibility, employment and sodéssues, economic development
competitiveness, and, finally, the environmental situation, natural resources and energy
efficiency are listed below:

Geography and accessibility

a) A heterogeneus part of Europe with an important norttsouth gap in terms of
demography and accessibility

b) Strongmaritime dimension
c) Ruraland semirural character (interndéate, rural and areas in close proximity to cities)

d) Large parts of the Atlantic Area with accessibility iss@sessibilitycontinues to be the
sine qua norcondition to achieve a full and integrategvelopment of the Atlantic Area

Employment and social

a) Uneven demographic distribution, combining areas with strong dynamism with territories
that are losing residents and population (in rural areas)

b) Employmentrate below EU 2020 Strategy targets in all AtlaAtiea regionglemandng
extra efforts on the growth and jobs agenda

c) Long term unemployment rates aedfecting more certain parts of the Atlantic Area than
others

d) Gap again between north and south on edtion levels with some worrying figures in
some parts of Portugal and Spain

Economic Development and competitiveness

a) General worsening of the economic situaticen be observed in the area (if compared to
the previous pogramming period) implying a riska potential increase of the nortisouth
divide

b) Economic dynamismoncentratedmostly in urban areas (with some minor exceptions)
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c) In general and aggregate terms, lower values on the Regional Competitiveness Index with
respect to the rest of western Europe can be observed

d) Level of Rsearch& Development (R&Dpxpenditureis on the average or below the
European values, with most of the Atlantic regions holding a share of 1% to 2%, far from
the EU 2020 target of 3%

Environment, natural resources and energy efficiency

a) Wellpreserved natural resources can be obsertbdy donot however represena very
significant share of NFURA 2000 areas

b) High exposure to climate change due to the Atlantic region's large coastal area

¢) Climate change increases the vulnerabilityhaf environment and communities to coastal
threats by aggraating the impact opollution deriving from industrial activities, transport
as well as production and consumption patterns

d) The Atlantic Area is the second main transnational area for wind power in Europe, and
almost all the territory provides opportunés to promote wave power, although the take
up of it is currently quite challenging

Belowis proviced a comprehensive analysdiegarding these four mains aspecte¢graphy
and accessibility, employment and social, economic developmentantpetitivenessand
environment, natural resources and energy efficiency):

1) Geography and accessibility

A heterogeneous maritime dimension

The programme area is clearly characterised by coastal areas and islands)dnddmprises
a large sharef mountain areas in particular in the UK, Spain and Portagdl some sparsely
populated areas.

In particular, the coastal character comes with advantages and challenges. Despite the absence
of specific economic structure, it appears that a significampprtion of areas have high
residential attractiveness. In the areas where natural zones domin&eotand, most of the

Irish coast, Mrthern England, Wales, Aquitaine and a large part of the Spanish coastiiae

global urban pressure remains modezat

Furthermore, many coastal areas are also characterised by relatively high levels of biodiversity
and protected areas.

Important regional disparities can be observedgarding the impact and ingstance of

maritime activitesme as ur ed i Bnvid emenst aolf Pr essur es (natur
human impacts such as nutrient and organic inputs and pollution, and incidents of invasive

species introduced through shippingpastal pollution caused by shipping accidgnis “ FI ows ”
(movement of goods, data and people) and “Econct

2 ESPON Evidence Report on Atantic Area
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coastal areas through mapping employment clusters in different maritime sectors, such as
shipbuilding, tourism, transport and fisherjes

Maritime employmet has economic significance for the UK (exdbpt Scottish Highlands),
Franceand Algarve, Lisbon and the Basque Country, while it is less relevant in the Irish and the
rest of the Alantic coast

Environmental pressure is intense in many coastal atgaSurope, especially around the
Azores and at major ports. All areas are either influenced by invasive species or by pollution
associated with farming and industrial activity.

On the other hand, seaward influences are of medium intensity, with highrgihigh intensity
around ports (Lison, Porto, and Bilbao), aea gates (Strait of &ltar, English Channel) and
on the British and Irish coasts (except the Scottish Highlands and Islands).

Rural and semirural character of the Atlantic Area

The Atlanic Area comprises a number of metropolitan areas (such as Belfast, Dublin, Glasgow,
Liverpool, Manchester, Nantes, Bordeaux, Bilbao, Porto or Lisbon) and smaller growth poles.

Nevertheless, urban zones are a minor part of the Atlantic Area, which isEurapean
perspective, rather dominated by intermediate and rural areas and areas in close proximity to
cities.

Furthermore, a number of remote territories, such as the Canary Islands, Azores and Madeira
and some parts on Irelarehdlarge parts of Scotlah can be found in the Atlantigrea.

Accessibility challenges can be clearly evidenced

The Atlantic coastline represents the manaritime gate tdeuropethishas an impact in terms
of freight and vessel traffic in front of the European Atlantic coastline.

Whilst the Atlantic Area comprises a number of larger international ports, multimodal
accessibility measured by rail, road and air remains around or beloyp&an average values,
like other EU areas outside the EU core area.

Above average accessibility values are mainly to be found for the metropolitan areas. Large
parts of theAtlantic Areaand in particular remote regions have considerably less favourable
accessibility valuegn addition the possibilities for ongay business trips within the European
urban network are limited to the urban centres and even in these urban areas, possibilities are
often rather limited.

There is also an important NorBouthgap: most regions of the Iberian Peninsula west coast
display values corresponding to less than 50% of the EU average in terms of accessibility, while
most of the northern areas (Ireland could probably be identified as an exception) are better
integrated n transnational transprt systems and located close&r densely populated areas of
Western Europe.

According to the Conference of Atlantic Arc Chigse peripheral situation of the Atlantic Area
within an enlarged EU is seen as a factor needing to bkld@d by enhancing its role as a

3 Response from the Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities to the European Commission's public consultation regarding
an integrated maritime policy for the Atlantic Ocean basin
http://atlanticcities.eu/images/pdf/contributions/arcat/arcaten.pdf

Atlantic Area2014-2020, version 1.3 approved on 01 December 2013


http://atlanticcities.eu/images/pdf/contributions/arcat/arcaten.pdf

maritime gateway in a globalised world and by balancing the economic divide and lack of
accessibility and interconnections between coO:
continues to be thebsolute precondition toachieve a full and integrated development of the

Atl antic Area”.

2) Employment and social

Uneven demographic distribution

At a European level, population is particularly growing in the Mediterranean Arc and in the
Atlantic Arc ranging from western Fran to Ireland. Thuswhile population decline is
concentrated in eastern Portugal and northwest Spain, coastal regions of the Iberian Peninsula,
as well as most French, Widsed and Irish regions as well as Canary, AzmdsMadeira
Islands, experience@ population growth in the last decade. There are also important
disparities between coastal regis and continental regions @®pulation growth focuses on
areas close to the sea.

Futhermore, the phenomenon opopulation ageng is becoming particularlyelevant in
southern regions, confirming the strong nottlouth diferences also in terms of shaod old
people.

Finally,depopulatiort is a reality in certain Atlantic territories, partly due to uneven territorial
development, unbalanced urbanisationifiva higher concentration along the coastline) and
the existence of limited connections in tAélantic Areaespecially between coastal and inland
areas.

Unsatisfactory employmentates in most Atlantic regions

Regarding the employment ratap explicitgradient (neither northsouth/eastwest nor core
periphery) can be observed at European level. In general terms, the highpkiyanent rates
(above 70%) are fourid the Nordic countries, Germany, the Netherlands, Austria, Switzerland
and most parts ofhie UK, while employment rates below 60% can be obsemaihly in
peripheral regions ofouthern, eastern andositheast Europe.

Within the programme area, the regions with the highest employment rates (up to 75%) are
situated in the UK, however, no regiam the programme area shows an employment rate
above 75%it mearsthat none of them has reached the Europe 2020 targethetth-western
Spain, Andalusia (holding an employment rate below 50%)same regions in Ireland show
the lowest employment rates.

With respect to the longerm unemployment rate, a clearer pattern can be observed both in
Europe and in the Atlantic Area, where peripheral regions generally have higher
unemployment rates, whiclare primarily influenced by the nationahemploymentievels. In

this sense, Ireland ambrth-westernas well as southern Spain are characterised by high long
term unemployment ates, the situation worsened due the current economic crisis.

4 Population growth rate change on annual average population of previous year. Eurostat latest agaiatal
(26.06.13) Partial coverage of UK Atlantic regions
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In the Atlantic Areathe longterm (or natural)Junemployment ratds equal or higher than 4%

in all Irish, Spanish and Portuguese regions. Ireland, Lisbon, Galicia and Asturias have rates
above7%; Andalusia eveexceedsl0%. All French and th&sed regions of therpgramme

area have rates below 4%herefore the peripheral areas of Spain, Portugal, and Ireland seem

to have structural problems in their regional labour markets while periphgaets of the UK
(Scotland and drthern England) appear to benefit from tineeconomic linkages with other

parts of the UK.

It canalsobe evidenced that thénternational economic and financial crisis that began in 2007
affected, particularly, regionsin Portugal, Spainra in the western part of France, where
important job cutsn the main economic sectors have occurred.

The situation of the labour market is strongly related to the economic context and educational
profile of the population living in a region/country. While analysing inclusive growth, a relevant
indicator is theshare of population at risk of poverty.

At a European level, the countries imly towards the north and the &st show rather low
shares of population at riskf@overty. In contrast, in the eastern anduthern countries
internal heterogeneity is more pramunced, suggesting that poverty is a territorial issue in
these areas, especially the more peripheral ones.

Focusing on the Atlantic Area, it can be observed that all French regions as well as some
Portuguese and Spanish regions and western Ireland shaves of 816%. All other regions

of the area have a share of more than 16%, with Andalusia and Canary Islands showing a share
of more than 24%. More updated data (after 2011) will probably display a worse scenario,
especially in Southern Europe, as thesequences of the economic crisis deepen.

North-South disparities in terms of high education and early school leaving

Education also informs the soeswonomic development and situation of a region or a
territory. In comparison to Central and Northernrgpe, most regions of the Atlantic Area
show rather low shares of people with high education. Within the d@reportant north-south
disparities can be observed, with Raguese regions having und&0% of the population with

at least an Uppe Secondary Mel attainment whilethis vdue for Spanish regions stands
between 50 and 64%. In most French, British and Irish regions, at least 72% of the population
have an Upper Secondary level attainméhte Scottish highlands and islands are outstanding,
being theonly region in the Atlantic Area with a share above 80%.

Concerningearly school leavers, by 2020 the share of young people (ag@d)1®ithou any
degree is supposed to biewer than10%.In the aAnnex “Analysis of the socieconomic
situation of theprogramme ared a map is presented to depict the distinctiobhetween
regions having already met the targetand those for whichthis challenge will remain a
persisting one for the next ten years.

5Upper secondary education (ISCED 3) generally begins at the end of compulsory education. The entrance age is

typically 15 or 16 years. Entrance qualifications are usually needed. The tgipiesion of upper secondary

education varies from two to five years. It may <either
‘preparatory’ (i.e. preparing for tertiary weducation) bt
educaton. Tertiary education (ISCED 5 and 6) usually requires the successful completion of upper secondary

education. According to both the OECD and EUROSTAT, tertiary education includes both programmes with a

theoretical and an occupational orientation but alstudies that lead to an advanced research qualification
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Within the Atlantic Area, only French regions have alreadythe target, while most regions
of England are relatively close to the target value of 108 problem seems to be more
relevant in Welsh regions (Z80%) and especially in Spain and Bgal where no region
(except Pa Vasco and Comunidad ForalNkevarra) is even close to meet the target.

3) Economic development and competitiveness

Economy dynamism concentrated in the largest urban and metropolitan areas

Regarding regional economies, both at European level and in the Atlantic arc itself, a higher
dynamism and competitiveness can be observed in large urban and metropolitan areas such
as Lisbon, Porto, Oviedsijon-Aviles, Bilbao, Bordeaux and Nantes, Cardiff, Bristol, Liverpool
and Manchester, Glasgow, Belfast and Dublin. Yet, rather peripher@nse@lso have
economies of high productivity, for example in southstern Ireland or northern Spain.
Regions with lower GDP figures can be found in central and northern Portugal and peripheral
parts of UK.

Moreover, a general worsening of the economiuaiion can be observed in the arkand
growth rates of the gross value added display much lower values in comparison to the
beginning of the current programming period. In particular, it can be observed an important
decrease of the total #antic AreaGLCP from 2007 to 2009, due mainly to the economic crisis.
From that year, GDP show a slight increase although in 2011 (last availab|&Bé&ayas still
considerably lower than before the crisis.

In this context, the economic and financial crisis and #lated budgetary restrictions and
credit crunch are some of thfactors, whicthave determined this negative trend representing
a risk with respect to the potential increase of the Ne8huth divide in the Atlantic Area.

Clear NorthSouth disparities ingrms of competitiveness

In terms of Competitiveness, thRegional Competitiveness Index (R@bich displays the

main strengths and weaknesses of the European redishews substantialifferences when
looking at the fiveMS of the European Atlantic Area. The Noeflouth disparities are once
again confirmed, with Spanish and Portuguese Atlantic regions displaying quite low levels,
France and Ireland showing medium values and UK regions performing better. In general and
aggre@te terms, lower values are observed in the Atlantic Area with respect to the rest of
Western Europgthis is due to a limited enhancement of entrepreneurship and business
culture in some Atlantic Area territories and among its economic actors.

No outstandng level of R&D investments and limited contribution of the private sector

Expenditure on research and development is considered a driver of economic growth.
Investing 3% of GDP for R&DHerefore, one of the headline targets of Europe 2020. Private
business expenditures are essential to meet the target. Despite the existence of a wide array

6 Real growth rate of gross value added at basic pri@schange on previous year. Eurostat latest available data
(26.06.13)

"Based on the following variableBasic drivers (Quality dfistitutions, Macroeconomic Stability, Infrastructure,
Health, Quality of Primary and Secondary EducatiBffjciency pillars (Higher Education and LLL, Labour Market
Efficiency, Market Size) and Innovation pillars (Technological Readiness, Businesti&tiqj Innovation)
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of centres of excellence, especially in maritime and marine research, the programme area
mainly shows average values for both overall R&D expenditure as well asXp&mditure in
the private sector.

The overall R&D expenditure generally differs within Europe, with higher shares in the Nordic
countries and i n t hHamBugMunich-Mitaooiraris).aConganingtheo n d o n
Atlantic Area, the levels of R&Dpeanditure are equal or below the average European values.

Most of the regions hold a share of 1% to 2%, and regions in southern Portugal, including
Azores and Madeira, nortivestern Spain and Canary Islands, France and the western UK verge

on falling behid (<1%). The share of R&D expenditure exceeds 3% of regional GDP only in
some areas of southern UK.

The analysis of private expenditure on R&D shows the Atlantic Area is clearly below the Central
and Northern Europe. Most kintic regions have shares of6@l%, with some positive
exceptions in Lisbon, Bilbao or Brittany2%) and higher levels (exceeding 2%) only in the UK
(Liverpool and southern England). Just a few regions like northwest Spain or western parts of
the UK indicate shares belows95.

Only Northern European regionsre categoise d as “innovart i dstdemager
i nnov ddneemest of the regional innovation leadeexe located in the innovation

country leaders. The divide between northern and southern Atlantic regions is then cedfirm

since most French, UK and Irish regions can be considerédsas r ong i(withav at or s
performance above or close the EU28 averagdlle most Portuguese and Spanish Atlantic
regionsbelong o t he category of “moder ardge). i nnovators”

Low levels of patent applications

Patent applications provide an indicative measure of innovation in the region. Technological
activity (based on patent applications) is mainly concentrated in the centre of the EU. In
general terms, in thétlantic Area, the level is lower, although there are a few isolated regions
such as Bretagne in France and Navarra in Spain with levels similar to those of central Europe.
Remaining regions in France, Spanish northern regions as well as Ireland and shewJK
medium levels of patent application. The rest of Spain, Portugal and some of the UK regions
show low levels of patent applications.

Tourism showing satisfactory figures but not showing a clear pattern

Tourism is a major economic activity with higiportance in the region. Tourist arrivals in the
Atlantic Area do not follow a clear pattern; they are neither rurddan, nor coastainland nor
north-south.

Theregion which shows the highest valugsAndalusia, followed by the Canary Islands. They
arefollowed by a number of regions in northwest Spain, France and southern Ireland. Regions
in the UK and Portugal show lower levels of tourism within the area (this is surprising in the
case of Portugal and might be due to the different national, regiondl lacal systems of
accounting and reporting tourists at statistical offizes

8 No data available for Azores, Madeira and Canary Islands
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4) Environment, natural resources and energy efficiency

Well preserved natural resources, but not a very significant share of Natura 2000 sites

The Atlantic Area hasveell-preservednatural heritage. Nevertheless, only the Canary Islands
show a share of more than 60% of their respective territories being NATURA 2000 sites. In
mostregions less than 20% of their respective territories are NATURA 2000 sites, especially i
France, the UK (except Scottish Highlands and Islands, and Northern Ireland) and lineland.
addition,as regards connectivity of Natura 2000, the following needschatlenges have been
identified for the Atlantic Area:

- Lack of joint goal setting dmanagement of crossoundary /connected Natura 2000

- Lack ofa common approach and communication between MS to address similar jssues
especially in the field of opportunities for economic developmetgading to uneven
playing field for stakeholders

- Absence ofa system to enable priority setting between MS faced with a shared
responsibility for different favourable conservation Status (FCS) of species and habitats

- Lack of joint MS policy or methodology to tackle the effect of major changspeicies
distribution due to climate change and autonomous changgslitatingthem by removal
of barriers and development of new nature areas.

However, the State of Nature in the European Union report highlightsttigaftlantic region
shows one of thehighest proportions of unfavourablead assessments for the terrestrial
biogeographic regions, sd@ remains to be doneThiswell-preservedhatural heritage is also
facing important risks and threats, in particular linked to the development of huravitees

on land, coasts and sea (pollution of inland and coastal waters, reduction of wetlands,
important pressure on marine resources, etc.)

Furthermore, a nortksouth divide is apparent with southern regions better positioned. In this
respect, regionsn Spain, Portugal and southern Frarfb@hest values in Algarve, Aquitaine
and Cantabria3how much higher values with respect to Ireland, the UK and northwest France.

Climate change impacts expected in most Atlantic regions

Climate change impactseferring to physical, environmental, economic, social and cultural
impacts, are expected in most Atlantic Area regions due to its large coastal area, particularly
vulnerable to climate change. As for Europe, the seudhth gradient also dominates the
Atlantic Area where Northern regions are characterised by low increase of vulnerafility
western France and most regions in northern Spain and Portugal expect to face medium and
high impacts.

In parallel, the current exposure of the Atlantic territories to climate change effects may be
increased by pollution deriving from industrial activities, transport and new production and
consumption patterns.

Heterogeneous levels of capacity to adapt ¢timate change

This indicator corresponds to the economic, semittural, institutional and technological
ability of a region to adapt to the impacts of climate charigeluding the potential of setting
up preventive measures as well as initiativesdke advantage of new opportunities derived
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from climate change. In particular, the educational commitment, the attitudes towards climate
change, the Government effectiveness as well as the level of democracy are taken into
account.

Both at the European ahthe Atlantic level, important differences between north and south
are observed.

In the Atlantic Area, while no region shows the highest capacity, all regions in Ireland hold
medium capacity. Regions in the UK and France range from low to high capdditytlae case
of Portugal and Spain, coastal areas and islands have higher capacities than inland regions.

High potential of the renewable offshore energies but not fully exploited

Regarding renewable (offshore) energies, the Atlantic Area has an adeants situation in
respect to other European region, thanks to its strong winds, waves and tides. This becomes
important in the context of the Atlantic, as well as the European, energy dependence.
Nevertheless, the potential has not been fully exploited aip to now, the area has been
characterised by a limited efficiency in the use of natural resources and low levels of renewable
energies development and exploitation, counting with only limited connections edhaffe
installations to the European grifdespite its coastal position, the Atlantic Area shows only
medium wind power potentials if compared to other contexts, such as Sweden, Finland and
the Baltic States, and differences in potentials can be observed between Northern Atlantic
regions (Irelandad northrwestern Scotland), with high wind power potentials, and the regions

in northern Spain and southern Portugal.

On the other hand, the whole Atlantic Area and especially western coastal areas fully exposed
to the Atlantic Ocean have the greatest cajhg in Europe to develop wave power, followed

by open areas in the North and single areas in the Mediterranean Sea. Within the Atlantic Area,
Scotland and Ireland show higher wave power potentials with respect to other regions.

b) SWOT Analysis

This setion includes the SWOT analysis of the Atlantic Area.

In order to place the SWOT analysis in the context of Europe 2020 and the related Thematic
ObjectiveqTO) the main factors identified in the analysis were confirmed and prioritised with
the MSand anumber of relevant stakeholders consulted during the programming process.

It is important to note that the objective was to include within the analysis all relevant topics
and shared issues relevant for transnational cooperation contribution of the Adlaxrea
Programme.

The main strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats are listed below:
STRENGHTS
/" One of the oldest cooperation tradition in Eurgpe

/" Strong networks between relevant actors of the Atlantic Area working together for over
two decades
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~/Maritime dimension of the Atlantic economy
with a strong tradition of maritime industries (shipbuilding, aquaculture, fisheries, ports
etc.);

/" Strong dynamism of a number of urban metropolitan aread growth poles (Lisbon,
Porto, Bilbao, OviedGijonAviles, Bilbao, Bordeaux, Nantes, Cardiff, Bristol, Liverpool,
Manchester, Glasgow, Belfast and Dublin) acting as champions and drivers for growth and
jobs,

/" Well preserved environment in rural areas, dtyabf natural landscapeijch biodiversity
and water and air quality are assets of the grea

/" Strong cultural identity and heritage in tidlantic Arealincluding the Celtic dimensien
Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Cornwall, Bretagne, Asturias, Galicia)

/" Attractive urban areas, well preserved natural landscapes and strong cultural identity
render the area attractive to visitors and tourists

/" Wind and wave power potential are potential cornerstones in building a competitive low
carbon economy in the Atlanticrég;

/" Wellestablished working structures between Atlantic port cities

/" Existence of a wide array of research poles and centres of excellence (including in marine
and maritime research)

WEAKNESSES
/" Partial peripheral situation of thAtlantic Arean the enlarged EU

/" The area shows a strong nortlouth gradient making it a heterogeneous part of Europe
with regional disparities with an important north south gap, clearly evidenced on aspects
such asdemography, accessibility, higher education, eathool leaving, economic
development, competitiveness (RCI index) and Innovation regional performance
(Innovation Union Scoreboard), share of NATURE 2000 sites ancitgapaadapt to
climate change;

/" The Atlantic territory also presents strong differencies terms of economic and
demographic treds between coastahland areas;

/" Lower competitiveness levels of the Atlantic Area with respect to the rest of Western
Europe

/" Limited interlinks between coastal and inland areas

/" Relatively low levels of innovat in a number of traditional economic sectors with a high
potential to bring growth and jobs to the Atlantic Area

«/" Stagnant or decreasing levels investment in R&[P&rtially explained by the severe
economic crisis and the credit crunch

/" Low level ofpatent application showing a limited level of innoiat and technological
activity;
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/" Climate change increases the vulnerabilitth&fenvironment and communities to coastal
threats by aggravating the impactpdllution deriving from industrial activitiegransport
and new production and consumption patterns

/" Limited exploitation of the potential related to renewable offshore energies
/" Limited connection of oféhore installations to the European grid

/" Limited capacity to adapt to climate change due torsamic, sociecultural, institutonal
and technological barriers;

/" Unbalanced urbanisation in the area, with a higher concentration along the coastline

/" Shortage of a suitablgkilled workforce, especially for certain sectors of the maritime
industry.

OPPORTUNITIES

/" Potenti al role for the Atl antic Area as

/" Maritime transport potential stilto be developed at full extent;

\/" Strong European political agenda on Blue Growth and Sea-Bdaiad initiatives

/" Different territorial paterns of innovation in different parts of thatlantic Areaprovide
an opportunity for synergies between regions with different innovation profiles that can
be strengthened to better exploit complementarities

/" Growth potential of the blue economy angharitime specialisation: coastal tourism,
aguaculture, yachting, naval and nautical industries, renewable offshore energy, blue
biotechnologies

/" High potential for renewable offshore energy: wind, wave and tated marine current
power, ocean thermal energy, etc., the Atlantic Area being the second main transnational
area for wind power in Europe, and almost all the territory provides opportunities to
promote wave power, although the take up is currently quite challenging

/" Possibdity of further exploiting the green economy model by profiting from the existing
natural resources in the Atlantic Area

/" Potential for increasing the spioffs coming from the tourism sectpr

/" Potential key role of the Atlantic metropolitan areas and growbles (including port
cities) in the internationalisation and attractiveness of the Atlantic economy

/" Opportunity to develop a dynamic area by strengthening urban networks and linkages
between land and sea

THREATS

/" Economic crisis, budgetary restricticasd credit crunch

/" Risk of an increased NorBouth divide due to the economic and financial crisis

/" Strong competition from major ports outside tiglantic Area
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/" Technological, environmental, social and legal potential risks related to the development
of blue growth technologies

/" High exposure to climate change effects, such as coastal erosion, eutrophication of the
ocean, submersion and hydric stress

/" Risk of accidents related to maritime economic activities (shipwrecks, oil spills...)

/" Increasing levelof depopulation in certain areas of the Atlantic territories
c) Programme needs and challenges

The Atlantic Are€ooperation Programm2014-2020will contribute to the Union strategy for
smart, sustainable and inclusive growth and to the achievement of economic, social and
territorial cohesion.

As laid down impoint (6) of theintroduction of Regulation (EU) No 1299/2Q1tBansnational
cooperation shold aim to strengthen cooperation by means of actions conducive to
integrated territorial development | inked to ¢t

In addition, the HropeanRegionalDevelopmentFund (ERDF-under the European Territorial
Cooperation(ETC)goal should contribute, in order to deliver on the targets and objectives of
smart, sustainable and inclusive growth, to thés for promoting economic development
These ardased on knowledge, research and innovation, promoting a greener, moreroesou
efficient and competitive economy, fostering high employment to deliver social and territorial
cohesion, and developing administrative capacity.

However, the Programme cannot address all of the outlined challenges and the Atlantic Area
Transnationalcooperation programmeshould focus on a limited set of topics in order to
maximise the resources allocated to the Programme, responding to the Europe 2020 strategy
and the related thematic concentratiorand providing appropriate answers to issues that
canrot be solved on a regional or national basis.

Given the above, the main development needs and challenges identified to be addressed by
the Atlantic Areaooperation programme0142020 are the following:

Accelerating intelligent growth in key sectors of the Atlantic Area economy by stimulating
cooperation and the joint development of models and solutions

At the start of the 20142020 programming periqdhe Atlantic Area Programme faces several
challenges related to the capacity of the European #itlhntic Areaeconomy to grow,
innovate increaseexports andgenerate jobsExpenditure on research and development is
considered a driver of this economic growth. Investing 3% of GDP for R&&réfore,one of

the headline targets of Europe 2020. Private business expenditures are essential to meet the
target. Despite the existence of a wide array of centres of excellence, especially in maritime
and marine research, the programme area mainly shows averalges for both overall R&D
expenditure as well as R&D expenditure in the private sector. In particular, the levels of R&D
expenditure in the Atlantic Area are equal or below the average European values, most regions
hold a share of 1% to 2%, whilst reggoin southern Portugal, including Azores and Madeira,
north-western Spain and the Canary Islands, France and the western UK verge on falling under
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1%. The share of R&D expenditure is above 3% of regional GDP only in certain areas of southern
UK.

In this espect, the Atlantic Area Programnwell support the reduction of any existing
innovation barriers and itwill contribute to create an innovaticfriendly business
environment to attract new investments and activity in the research, development and
innovaton (R&DH) fieldsand generate more exportJ herefore, the CP will seek tacrease
research andinovationinvestmentand exploit opportunitiesincludingin the domains of Blue
Growth and maritime specialisation.

Furthermore, there is a need to encog® more clustering and cooperation mechanisms

between complementary sectors and between research and economic actors in a
transnational context. The promotion of cooperation with a view to creating and developing

stronger clusters and the transfer of kn@gdge and technology to industry shows a significant
potential for growth and wil/| contribute to thi
Area.

In addition, supporting cooperation in the exploitation of new ideas and research results and
the creaton of more knowledgéntensive businesses able to access the market is also
regarded as a major priority for the Programme. In this respect, civaeversionof basic
research into technological and applied research, pilot lines or early product valisdliaiso

be supported.

Finally, this facilitation and stimulus to cooperation in the innovation field will be structured
around those sectors where the Atlantic regions have a greater potential for development,
where a real critical mass can be created arhere significant opportunities can be identified,

in line with the Regional Smart Specialisations Strategies (RE23)ave been developed by

all the Atlantic regions.

Fostering renewable energy in the Atlantic Area

The Atlantic Area, as the restBirope, is facing important challenges related to the pressure

that the indudry, economy and society are etieig on the environment. In the case of
Europe’s Atlantic facade, these cérgelcdagahges ar e
line, whid renders the area highly vulnerable to the consequences of climate change.

In this context, théAtlantic Area needs to intensify existing efforts to promote a shift towards
a low carbon economy by increasing the production, distribution and use of rdilewaurces

of energy. This shift towards a low carbon economy will contribute not only to tackle the
environmental challenges, but it will also have an important potential to enhance economic
growth and employment creation in the Atlantic Area.

In this espect, the share of renewable energy sourcesinMl® ener gy mi x ( bi omas:
energy crops, biogas arslar andoffshore: wind, waves and tides) should be increased and

the Atlantic Area Programme can assist in the proc#ssugh the development of

institutional, social and technological cooperation abléacilitate the above mentioned shift.

This triple dimension will meam practice that the Programme will focus on three different
strands: a policgriven strand, working with institutions,egional and local authorities, a
socialdriven strand, raising awareness about renewable energies and the important
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opportunities that their deployment could imply for the local economies (in addition to the
obvious benefit to the environment) and a tecHagicaldriven strand, working with the
industry in structuring the sector.

Further to this, the Atlantic Area is a privileged space for the development of marine renewable

energies (MRE), with favourable environmental conditions and a high potentiatihaieeds

to be fully exploited. I nstalled and planned MF
the existing technological development capacities in some parts of the Atlantic are significant,

there are many active investors, enterprises anblc authorities in the sector and a good

deal of progress has already been made with the preparation of studies and adoption of MRE

and global strategies and targets. The priority nonetheless looks at all forms of renewables in

the Area where there is emiderable experience to be shared and deepened through

cooperation.

The Programme wil|l give priority to the suppor
relevant energy opportunities for these highly enedgpendant peripheral territories as well

as economic opportunities for this area, profiting from its considerable assets in terms of

industrial fabric, renowned training and research centres, and collaboration experience in the

uses of inland, coastal and marine areas.

Fostering a resource-efficient economy: Green Growth

Ecainnovation is the creation of new products, services and systems that reduce resource use
and harmful environmental impacts. It has recently gained importance as a key factor to help
direct business and economic systems todgaideas and solutions addressing climate change
and resource use challenges. The European Union and the OCDE have been at the forefront of
efforts to promote eceinnovation at different levels over recent years.

Ecoeinnovation and green growth might come many forms including novel or improved
products, technologies, services, management, organisational structures, institutional
arrangements and lifestyle or behavioural changes.

The introduction of ecdénnovations and the green growth econonfyhich ircludes blie
economy)can open up in the Atlantic Area new market opportunities that create jobs and
strengthen SMEs in the regions by providing them with competitive advantages.

Green growth can bring wideinging potential benefits to both the environmieaind the local
economy in the Atlantic Area; eéonovation should therefore be at the core of sustainable
and smart growth in the regions. The European Commig&i@grgues that regional and local
authorities are in a good position to promote transfaative eceinnovations and systemic
change. This is linked with their policymaking powers, their control over public resources and
the important role that they can play in facilitating links between business, research and civil
society. Thus, by supportiignovation, by promoting projects that advance environmental
technologies and ecefficiency or by engaging in systemic @gnovation, Atlantic Area
regional and local authorities can help transform the way in which local actors consume
resources, interaowith local ecosystems and bring value to the local economy.

Regional and local authorities are well positioned to faciligitanges by supporting various
ecoinnovations and involving different actors in development and implementatibaco-
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innovativestrategies especially under the framework of regional policy and RIS3, there are
major opportunities for transnational cooperation in many fields, including R&D, studies,
strategies, smart specialisation, target setting and institutional solutions. Catpercan
therefore, become a major contributory factor in progressing and progressing faster in those
areas.

The need to secure an improved capacity of the Atlantic territories to manage the existing
risks

Complex and rich natural marine systems as aglthe presence of wetlands, estuaries and
lagoons, mountains and varied hinterlands gives the Atlantic Area its distinctive appearance
and contribute to the attractiveness of the countryside.

However, the Atlantic Area is exposed to several threats arabgures and important
demographic contrasts between depopulated areas arehs, whichare experiencing rapid
development, to strong pressure on coastal systems due to increasing levels of tourism and
urban developmentmaritime transport coastal erosionrisks created by natural conditions.
Thereare also strong pressures on river and estuary water quality resulting from agricultural,
demographic and industrial activity, as well as pollution deriving from industrial activities,
transport and new produatin and consumption patterns. These are also affecting cities of all
sizes and the inland territories.

Moreover, the exposure of the Atlantic Area to those natural and anthropic threatspdified
due to its large coastal area that renders the region padarly sensitive to coastal
environment risks and to those specific conditions, as well as to marithaged activities.

Furthermae, this vulnerability islso exacerbated by climate change. In fact, in the Atlantic
territories (both coastal and hintkand) the natural phenomena have been increased in both
their frequency and their extension by climate change. The Xynthia windstorm in February
2010 illustrates the importance of this phenomenon, which touched different European
countries, including theAtlantic Area, causing serious material damage and the death of
several dozen people. Examples of forest fires in Spain and Portugal or recent floods in the UK
can also illustrate this phenomenon.

Finally, and as it is the case for the whole Europeariment, a SoutiNorth gradient also
dominates the Atlantic Area, where Northern regions are characterised by low increase of
vulnerability, while western France and most regions in northern Spain and Portugal are
expected to face medium and high impacts.

Despite the fact that the Atlantic Facade regions share common characteristics and are
exposed to similar potenti al ri sks and threats,
policy initiatives and cooperation can be observed in the Atlantic cimasbpe with these

important challenges.

Therefore, the similarity of situatiorendthe importance of potential impacts, particularly on
densely populated coastal areas, justify the development of common transnational iniiative
within this context in the fielaf risk knowledgandidentification, as well ag the definition,
dissemination and adoption of joint methodologies fask management and prevention
directed at the Atlantic territories (hamely as concerns submeraiwth the evolution of the
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coastline and the hinterland, or even the quality of coastal waters and their impact on
economic activities).

In this regard, a holistic protection of the Atlantic territories, both coastal and hinterland areas,
including a supporto the adaptation to climate change and a support toedter-coordinated
answer to potential risks, areonsidered relevant issues that could benefit from a
transnational approach.

Finally, the cooperation programnaso identified the need toeduce flood risks. In line with
the provisions of thé-lood Directive (Directive 2007/60/EC)

Improving the protection and management of the environment and the Atlantic Area’s
natural resources

The Atlantic Area is home to natural ecosystems of pdeidmportance both from the point

of view of their geographical dimension and their rich biodiversity. Of particular importance
are the marine and coastateas, whicltover a great density and diversity of human maritime
activities, critically dependingn the quality of natural resources and with potential impact on
them.

Biodiversity and the relatively good ecological statiezording to theWater Framework
Directive WFDand good enviromental status in accordance with the Marine Strategy
Framework DirectiveMSFD of the Atlantic environmental systemsre assets providing
specific opportunities, particularly the marine and coastal ecosystems, in terms of territory
attractiveness and quality of life and economic enhancement. The development of emberge
sectors based on the coastal ecosystems such as biotechnologies, biomaterials, seaweed
farming, etc. shows the importana# this natural asset.

However, natural heritage is facing important risks and threats, particularly those linked to the
developmen of human activities on land, coasts and sea such as pollution of inland and coastal
waters, the reduction of wetlands, and important pressure on marine resources. Moreover,
the share of NATURA 2000 areas in the Atlantic Area is insufficient to compehsate
ecological tensions that can be observed.

The wealth, potentialities, common character and fragilities of natural resources justify an
approach dedicated to the management of ecosystems, resources and natega inorder

to contribute to ensure abalance between economic development activities and
environmental protectionthus guaranteeing dbngterm sustainable development

The Atlantic Area Programme will contribute to design and implement management methods
to promote a concerted preservatiorpproach, so that measures taken in certain territories
are not incompatible with other measures taken somewhere else concerning common or
naturally articulated ecosystem#his is relevant for the management of certain habitats or
speciesfor instance.

Fnally, the implementation of this common preservation managetmapproach will be
mainly focised on those areas anecosystems, whicliace higher risks and threats while
havingimportant potentialities from the economic and environmental point of viSpecial
attention will be devoted tathe coastal and maritime ecosystems in line with the Atlantic
Action Plan.
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Exploit and enhance the natural and cultural assets involving local communities

The common and shared natural and cultural heritage give then#d¢ Area its unique and
unmistakable character, is anessential asset for a sustainable seeamnomic development
contributing to the improvement of the qualitgf-life in the region. The degradation of marine
ecosystems and the loss of biodiveysitue to increasing human interventions, climate change

and natural and anthropic risks are some of the most pressing problems faced by authorities
from the Highlands in Scotland to the Cadiz bay in Southern Spain. Preserving and enhancing
the European anditlantic cultural identity also needs to be placed at the heart of the political
agenda in the context of an increasingly globalised world.

An adequate response to these challenges and the promotion of the Atlantic Area identity is
the exploitation of tle natural and cultural assets, particularly with the close involvement of
local communities. This calls for concerted actions and for a reinforcement of knowledge and
expertise on a transnational level in order to protect and exploit the cultural and alatur
identity of the region.

Transnational cooperation in this field will help to achieve a direct local impact and contribute,
not only to the reinforcement of the attractiveness of the area (enhancing the ability of the
Atlantic Areao attract more visiors and tourists), but also teoostlocaleconomies.

d) Programme Strategy

The European Territorial Cooperation Regulatigt)) No 1299/201,3n its point (6) of the

introduction, states that transnational cooperation should aim to strengthen cooperation by

means of actions conducive to integrated terr
cohesion policy priorities, arshouldinclude maritime crosdorder cooperation not covek

by crossborder cooperation programme. It also states that the Programme is required to

focus on a limited number oFGs, corresponding to the needs of the programme area where

the programme can make the most relevant contribution.

Finally, it also inidates that, wherdviSand regions participate in maciregional and sedasin
strategies (as it is the case of the Atlantic Area Programme)cdbperation programmsg
concerned should set out how interventions could contribute to such strategies.

From al the above, and on the basis of the main identified needs, challenges and funding
priorities, the strategy of the Programme is structured around four different Priority Axes
addressing four differenTOasestablished in the thematic menaf the Common Ravisions
RegulationArticle 9 of Regulation (EU) NiB303/2013).

To focus the programme implementatiam the selected fouiTQ 6 InvestmentPriorities (IP)

are selected out of the available options as set out uniigicle 5 of the Regulation (EU) No

1301/2013 From thesdP selection, 7Jecific Objectives(SO)for the Programme have been

defined, translatinghe broad EU objectives into the Atlantic Area context, taking into account

the specific circumstances and devel opment neeoc¢
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The Programme’s strategy-2020issettupasfoows: anti ¢ Ar ea

Priority Axis 1: Stimulating innovation and competitiveness (Thematic Objective 1)

1 Specific Objectivel.1: Enhancing innovation capacity through cooperation to fo
competitiveness

1 Specific Objectivé.2: Strengthening the transfer of innovation results to facilitate
emergence of new products, services and processes

Priority Axis 2: Fostering resource efficiency (Thematic Objective 4 and Thematic Objective 6)
1 Specific Objective 2.1: Fostering renewable energies and energy efficiency

I Specific Objective 2.2: Fostering Green Growth,-innovation and environmenta
efficiency

Priority Axis 3: Strengthening the Territory’s resilience to risks of natural, climate and human
origin (Thematic Objective 5)
1 Specific Objective 3.1: Strengthening risk management systems
Priority Axis 4: Enhancing biodiversity and the natural and cultural assets (Thematic Objective
6)
I Specific Objective 4.1: Improving the protection of biodiversity and enhar
ecosystems’ services

1 Specific Objective 4.2: Enhancing natural and cultural assets to stimulate eco
development

Priority Axis 1: Stimulating innovation and competitiveness

Priority Axis 1 will serve the identified need of accelerating intelligent growth in the Atlantic
Area and interventions, it will be structuréal support to the creation of the right environment

to stimulate innovation and increasetrade and expor, working in accordance with the
Regional Smart Specialisation Strategies (RIS3) concept, combining strengths, competences
R&DH. It will, therefore, support cooperation among actors to work on ng@roduct and
service development, technology transfer and access to the market.

All the above will be done in those areas in which Atlantic regions have competitive advantages
(in line with the RIS3 strategies).

The Priority will be implemented through twbfferent SO

Specific Objective 1.1: Enhancing innovation capacity through cooperation to foster
competitiveness

Under this specific objective, the Programme is meant to contribute to the creation of an
innovationfriendly business (but also public and social) environment, encouraging more

clustering, cooperation and skills development mechanisms between complementar

sectorsl i nked to the r egiandlztweersesearch and pcermmig@ | i sati o
public and social actors in a transnational context
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Specific Objective 1.2: Strengthening the transfer of innovation results to facilitate the
emergence of new products, services and processes

Under this specific objective, the Programme will be tackling the identified need of
supporting the exploitation of new ideas and research results and the creation of more
knowledgeintensive businesses to generate new prodyctservices and processes
especially for emergingnd growth sectors in theAtlantic Area(according to smart
specialisation strategida regiong, and also with a view totensify trade andexports This
specific objective willtherefore, contribute to address the common place difficulty of
transforming research and innovation into high profit products, processes and services able
to reach the market or to be used in the public and social sectors.

This specific objective will be very much aligned wghevious specific objective on capacity,

and is intended to take things one step forward, trying to support the transition of those new

i nnovative services and products from a given
department to the market.

Priority Axis 2: Fostering resource efficiency

Priority Axis 2 will serve the identified needs and challenges of supporting the development
including the social acceptance and usé renewable sources of energy, especially those
deriving from the sea ahpromoting the transition to a resouresfficient society. Low carbon
economy is a key issue for territorial sustainable development and for EU objectives (reduction
of GHG, increase energy efficiency and the use of renewable energy). It is especaligimp

for the mitigation of climate change that has strong consequences in Atlantic regions, that will
be working together to introduce an efficient policy mix of supply and demand measures to
stimulate research and innovation in sustainable energy, aisd & ensure favourable
framework conditions and efficient governance in this area.

Priority Axis 2 will contribute to promote resources efficiency in the Atlantic Area through two
different SO

Specific Objective 2.1: Fostering renewable energies and energy efficiency

With this objective, the programme will contribute to foster renewable energy and the
adoption of energy efficiency patterns in the Atlantic Area, by assisting the process in the
development of an adequate institutional, social and technological environment.

Transnational coperation will therefore, be structured around a triple dimension, and it will
include types of actions addressed to local and regional governments (institutional
dimension), actions for the local communities (social dimension) and actions to support the
industrial sector (marketimension) In this way, theCP will contribute to the Clean Air
Package of 18 December 2013, especialijardingthe Clean Air Programme for Eurape

Specific Objective 2.2: Fostering Green Growth, eco-innovation and environmental
efficiency

With this objective, the programme will support transnational cooperation initiatives
devoted to the introduction of ecinnovations and the green growth economy, contributing
to support innovative production and consumption patterns that cloelp to minimise the
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negative impact on the environment, bringing also new market opportunities and potential
new jobs to the Atlantic Area.

According to theEC rather than focusing on individual oféf support measures, regions
andMSshould develoma comprehensive policy mix to support both the demand and supply
of ecainnovation.

Consequently, the Programme will be supporting cooperation in a wide range of activities
that go from state-of-the-art R&D to innovativédeas in construction, mobility, design,
energy management and business models, not limiting actionspaeific industries and
sedors, but rather supporting ectnovations introduced into any fieldia novel or
improved products, technologies, servicamanagement and organisational structures,
institutional arrangements and lifestyles and social behaviour.

Priority Axis 3: Strengthening the Territory’s resilience to risks of natural, climate and human
origin
Priority Axis 3 will serve the identified @gopment need of supporting a better management

of the environment so that regional authorities and relevant stakeholders are better prepared
to adapt to climate change and to potential risks occurring in the Atlantic territory.

Furthermoee, this Prioriy Axis willalso have an integrated territorial management focus
incorporating aspects related to the prevention and management of those common risks that
Atlantic regions face and will continue to face in the future, deriving from both natural and
human ativities including maritime economic activities.

The Priority will be implemented through one specific objective:
Specific Objective 3.1: Strengthening risk management systems

The Programme under this specific objective should be addressed toathlantage of
transnational cooperation to strengthen risks prevention, emergency and crisis management
planning, monitoring, surveillance, exchange of krwmw, improving operational
capabilities, information systems and mapping, data dissemination, mgaiand guidance
material.

This support will have a threefoldimension: a first dimension (1) devoted to bring together
local and regional authorities, a second one (2) that will be targeting the civil society
(awareness raising), and a third one (3) erragiing the industry to work together on how to
develop the most efficient solutions to prevent and to manage risks.

Priority Axis 4: Enhancing biodiversity and the natural and culture assets in the Atlantic Area

Priority Axis 4 will serve the identified @@ of protecting the environment and promoting
cultural identity in order to make the Atlantic region a more attractive place for local
communities and visitors. Securing its vast natural heritage and the richness of the existing
natural resources, as wels further protecting the cultural heritage that gives #igantic Area

its unique character will be key for promoting a sustainable economic and territorial
development.

The Priority will be implemented through tw8Q The first one will be more focusd on the
direct enhancement and capitalisation of the cultural and natural heritage as a basis for
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improving the attractiveness of the area arttlerefore, create new sources of wealth and
economic activity. The second specific objective will promote fhetection of the
environment and biodiversity as an attempt to secure and preserve the natural ecosystems
understood as assets required for the future development of the region.

Specific Objective 4.1: Improving the protection of biodiversity and enhancing ecosystems’
services

Under this specific objective, the Programme supports cooperation in the field of
environmental and natural resources management. The common challenges to tackle here
are the following: acquiring an in depth knowledge of the Atllaetosystems, their wealth

and their vulnerability, and the conditions for their preservation in connection with the
development of new marine andndactivities.

The development of initiatives within a transnational framework will help to develoie
integrated environmental approach, considering economic and social issues in the
management of resources and natural spaces.

Within this specific objective, the Programme is looking at the environment as a fundamental
asset for the future developmenand its adequate protection will have positive economic
and social impacts in the future.

Specific Objective 4.2: Enhancing natural and cultural assets to stimulate economic
development

The specific objective explores the ways to exploit and presergenttiural and cultural
heritage as a key element of the Atlantic Area identity. The intentioto ipromote
cooperation in order to generate new sources of wealth and a sustainable development of
the area. A specific emphasis is placedanally basedactions, with the involvement and
empowerment of local communities and local authorities, therefore playing a key role in
bringing concrete benefits to their territories.

1.1.2 Justification for the choice of thematic objectives and corresponding
investment p riorities, having regard to the Common Strategic Framework, based on
an analysis of the needs within the programme area as a whole and the strategy
chosen in response to such needs, addressing, where appropriate, missing links in
cross- border infrastructu re, taking into account the results of the ex -ante
evaluation

Table 1 below presents an overview of th&that have been selected for the Atlantic Area
cooperation programme014-2020, including a brief justification for their selection.
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Table 1 - A synthetic overview of the justification for the selection of thematic objectives and investment priorities

1 - Strengthening
research,
technological
development and
innovation

b) promoting business investment |
innovation and research, and developit
links and synergies betweeanterprises,
R&D centres and higher education,
particular product and servict
development, technology transfer, soci
innovation, ecannovation, public service
applications, demand stimulation
networking, clusters and open innovatic
through  smart  spcialisation  and
supporting technological and applie
research, pilot lines, early produc
validation actions, advance|
manufacturing capabilities and firs
production, in particular in Key Enablir
Technologies and diffusion of gener
purpose technologig

Stagnant or decreasing investment in R&DQ&rtially explainedy the crisis and credit crunch
Challenge to improve innovation standards in established economic sectors

Needto boost public private cooperation

Challenge to increase the levelpdtentsapplications

Opportunity for synergies between regions with different innovation profiles that can
strengthened to exploit complementarities

Need to concentrate innovation support in key areas with high innovation potential identifie
the RS3strategies

The unique nature of the programme is deriviedm the Atlantic Oceamwhichhas the potential to
drive economic growth through the green and blue economy

All MSCommissiohPosition Papers(UK and Ireland in an explicit manner) reflée convenience
of implementing actns to foster innovation undéeTC Programmes

Contribution tothe implementation of Atlantic Ocean Strategy Action PRiriority 1

4 - Supporting the
shift towards a low-
carbon economy in
all sectors

and
fron

(@) promoting the production
distribution of energy derived
renewable sources

Limited exploitation of the potential related to renewable offshore energies

Growth potential of the blue economy drmmaritime specialisationenewable offshore energy
Need to establisipublic strategies to promote renewable energies to reduce CO2 emissilsios
contributing to limitair pollutants such as PM and N@&d promote low-carbon technologies
High potential for renewable offore energy the Alantic Area being the second mai
transnational area for wind power ithe BJ, and almost all the territory provides opportunities
promote wave power, although the take up is currently quite challenging

Limited capacity to adapt to clim@ change due to economicgultural, institutioral and
technological barriers

All MSCommissioh osRion Papers(UK and Ireland in an explicit manner) reflect the convenie
of implementing actions to promote the prodtion and use of renewable energiesder ETC
Programmes

Gontribution to AtlanticOcean Strategy Action PlaRiority 2 - SO3
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Selectedhematic

S Selected investment priority Justification for selection
objective
5 - Promoting (b) promoting investment to addres The maritime character rendetbe Atlantic Areasensitive to coastal environmemind maritime
climate change specific risks, ensuring disaster resilien related activitiegisks
adaptation, risk and developing disastermanagement TheAtlantic coast iparticularly sensitive to naturgdhenomena thatclimate change and pollutiol
prevention and systems deriving from industrial activitiehas increased in their frequency and their extensidihis
management challenge jumps the borders of thdScallingfor transnational solutions

Needto tackle maritime and coastal risks in order to secure the good status of the mar
environment which is key fadhe development okearelated activities

Already existing tradition of cooperation on this field

All MSCommissioh osRion Papers(UK and Ireland in an explicit manner) reflect the convenie
of implementingactions to address shared risksder ETGProgrammes

Contribution to theAtlantic Ocean Strategy Action Pidriority 2— SO 1

6 - Preserving and (c) conserving, protecting, promoting ar Well preserved environment in rural areas, quality of natural landscape, rich biodiversityeded
protecting the developing natural and cultural heritage | and air quality that can be presented as an asset of the area

environment and Strong cultural identity and heritage acensidered as assets

promoting resource The Atlantic territories hetage can be considered an asset which may be globally enhai
efficiency attractive urban areas, well preserved natural landscapes and strong cultural identity rend
area attractive to local communities, visitors and tourists

Growth potential of the blue ecomay and maritime specialisation: coastal tourism, aquacultt
yachting, naval and nautical industries, renewable offshore energy, blue biotechnologies

Potential for increasing the revenues coming from the tourism sector

All MSCommissioh osRion Papersreflect the convenience of implementing actions to presel
and promote the At uraerthe EIC Brogcamrhes ur a | herit

Contribution to theimplementation of Atlantic Ocean Strategy Action PRariority4 —SO 2
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Selectedhematic

Selected investment priority

(d) protecting and restoring biodiversity
soil protection and restoration an(
promoting ecosystem services includit
NATURA 2000 and grestirastructures

ATLANTIC AREA TRANSNATIONAL COOPERATION PROGRANRIE 2014

Justification for selection

TheAtlantic Areais home to marine and coastal ecosystems of particular importance from the |
of view of their geographical dimension ahtbdiversity

Human maritime activities critically depending on the quality of natural resources

Need of promoting and protecting the common natural ecosystems in order to ingptbe
territory attractivenessguality of life and economic enhancement and development of emergs
sectors based on those resources

The wealth and common character of these resources justify the development of manage
modalities to promote their concerted preservation, so that measutaken in certain territories
are not incompatible with other measures taken somewhere else concerning common or nal
articulated ecosystems

All MSCommissioh osRion Papers(UK and Ireland in an explicit manner) reflect the convenie
of implementing actions to promote environmental protectiamder ETC Programmes
Contributionto the Atlantic Ocean Strategy Action Pl&miority 2— SO2

(9) supporting industrial transition toward
a resourceefficient economy, promoting
green  growth, ecoinnovation and
environmental performance managemer
in the public and private sectors

Possibility of further exploiting the green economy model profiting from the existing na
resources in the Atlantic Area

Challenge for the Atlantic Area regiorsdreate a resourcefficiency economynd promote ece
innovationto generate sustainable growind decrease ecological foptint

UK and IrelandCommissiorPosition Papers reflect the convenience of implementing action
foster ecainnovation undefETGProgrammes
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1.2 Justification of the financial allocation

The total ERDF allocation to the Programme amounts to 140,013,194 Euros as defined in Annex
Il ofthe Commission Implementing Decision setting up the list of cooperation programmes and
indicating the global amount of total support from tE&RDFor each programme under theTC

goal for the period 2014 to 2020.

Based on a needs analysis and strategic cenaiibns about the key opportunities and the
development needs of the Atlantic Area, the Programme allocates the largest share of the
budget to Priority Axis 1 “Stimulating Innovation and Competitiveness” (based on Thematic
Objective 1 defined in Article & Regulation (EU) Na3032013). In thisway, Priority Axis 1
represents a 33.65% of the total ERDF contribution. Priority Axis 1 is followed by Priority Axis 4
‘ E n h abiodiversity and the natural and cultural assets” (based on Thematic Objective 6
defined in Article 9 oRegulation (EU) No3032013), representing a 28.20% of the Union
support to the Prgramme. ThirdlyPriority Axis 2ased onTO4 and 6 (as defined in Article 9

of Regulation (EU) No3032013) takes over 21% of the available ERD$, contributing to

the development of renewable energies and supporting transnational cooperation in the field
of green growth and ecmnovation. With just over 10% of the Union support funds, Priority
Axis 3 is devoted tstrengthening h e t e nregiiente ¢orisks obnatural, climate and human
origin (based on Thematic Objective 7 as defined in ArticleR&gfilation (EU) Na3032013).

This allocation of funding reflects a focus on the Growth & Jobs Agenda, the contribution to the
Europe 202Qargets and the priorities set in strategic policy documents for the Atlantic,Area
namely the Maritime Strategy for the Atlantic and its Action Plan.

Finally, priority 5 ' Tec Wiinb % aflthe thtal availsliieERRFe” has
in line with Article 17 of Regulation (EU) No 1299/2013.

In the context of the 2012020 period, publigrivate partnerships can be an effective means
of delivering operations to achieve public policy objectives by bringing together different forms
of publicand private resources.

Moreover, the actual implementation of a number $0 and in particular of Priority Axis 1,
should ensure a strong private sector involvement in Bh@gramme including profit andon-
profit making organisations. For this purposbe Programme will set up a system for the
effective tracking of private contributions, able to provide an indicative breakdown of private
funding of profit and nofor-profit organisations. This will allow during progranime
implementation to monitor theparticipation of private organisations and, in particular, to
stimulate the commercial sector to be more active.

In accordance withpoint (d)(ii) of Article 8 of Regulation (EU) No 1299/2048Bere the national
cofinancing is made up of public and piiwaofinancing, the Programme financing table shall
give the indicative breakdown between public and the private components (Information
provided underTable3.2).
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Table 2 - Overview of the programme investment strategy

Priority Axis

ERDF
support
(in EUR)

Proportion (%) of the
total Union support
for the cooperation

programme (by Fund)

ERDF ‘ ENI ‘ IPA ‘

Thematic
objective

Investment Priorities

Specific Objectives
corresponding to the
investment priorities

Result indicators
corresponding to the
specific objective

6 - preserving
and protecting
the environment
and promoting
resource
efficiency

69- supportingindustrial transition towards a
resourceefficient economy, promoting green
growth, eceinnovation and environmental
performance management in the public and
private sectors

1 - Stimulating 47117 | 337% 1- 1b- promotingbusiness investment in 1.1- Enhancing 1.1-Comprehensiveness
innovation and 240 strengthening innovation and research, and developing link innovation capacity | of public policies in the
competitiveness research, and synergies between enterprises, R&D | through cooperation = development of the
technological centres and higher education, in particular | to foster AtlanticArea innovation
development product and service development, technolog] competitiveness systems
and innovation transfer, social innovation, edéanovation, 1.2- Strengthening 1.2- Financing
quhc sgrwceappllca.tlons, demand the transfer of effectiveness for the
stimulation, networking, clusters and open innovation results to | diffusion of innovation
innovation through smart specialisation and | ¢ uiioio the results
supporting technological and applied researc emergence of new
pilot lines, early product validation actions, products, services anc
advanced manufacturing capabilities and firs processes
production, in particular in Key Enabling
Technologies and diffusion of general purpos
technologies
2 - Fostering 29744 212% 4 - supporting 4a- promoting the production and distribution 2.1- Fostering 2.1- Degree of political
resource 404 the shift towards | of energy derived from renewable sources | renewable energies | commitment to foster
efficiency a lowcarbon andenergy efficiency | local dynamics aiming tg
economy in all increase energy
sectors efficiency and develop
renewable energy
sources
2.2.-

2.2-Fostering Green
Growth, ece
innovation and
environmental
efficiency

Gomprehensiveness of
public policies for eco
innovation and green
growth
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ATLANTIC AREA TRANSNATIONAL COOPERATION PROGRANRIE 2014

Proportion (%) of the
ERDF total Union support
for the cooperation

Result indicators
corresponding to the
specific objective

Specific Objectives
corresponding to the
investment priorities

Thematic

L. Investment Priorities
objective

Priority Axis support

(in EUR) | programme (by Fund)

ERDF ENI IPA

3 — Strengthening 15267 | 109% 5- promoting 5b - promoting investment to address specifi¢ 3.1- Strengthening | 3.1-
the territory’s 039 climate change | risks, ensuring disaster resilience and risk management Comprehensiveness of
resilience to risks adaptation, risk | developing disaster management systems | systems public policies in view of
of natural, climate prevention and improving the re_s_ilience
and human origin management of land anq maritime
areas to climate and
nature changes
4 - Enhancing 39483| 282% 6 - preserving 6d - protecting and restoring biodiversity, soil| 4.1- Improvingthe 4.1-
biodiversity and 720 and protecting protection and restoration and promoting protection of Comprehensiveness of
the natural and the environment | ecosystem services including NATURA 2000 biodiversity and public policies in view of
culture assets and promoting and green infrastructures enhancing improving the
resource ecosyst ems biodiversityand the
efficiency ecosystems services
6c- conserving, protecting, promoting and 4.2-Enhancing 4.2-
developing natural andultural heritage natural and cultural Comprehensiveness of
assets to stimulate | public policies valuing
economic the cultural and natural
development assets ir_1 view of local
economic development
5 — Technical 8400791 6.0% N/A N/A 5.1-Ensure an N/A
Assistance efficient and effective
Programme
management and
enhance the visibility
and capitalisation of
Programme results
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ATLANTIC AREA TRANSNATIONAL COOPERATION PROGRANRIE 2014

Proportion (%) of the
total Union support
for the cooperation

ERDF
support
(in EUR)

Thematic

Priority Axis
¥ objective

programme (by Fund)

ERDF ENI IPA

Specific Objectives
Investment Priorities corresponding to the

investment priorities

5.2- Guarantee an
effective support to
project applicants and
beneficiaries and
enhance the visibility
and capitalisation of
projects results

Result indicators
corresponding to the
specific objective

N/A
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SECTION 2. PRIORITY AXES

SECTION 2.A. Description of the priority axes other than technical assistance

PRIORITY AXIS 1z STIMULATING INNOVATION AND COMPETITIVENESS

2.A.1 Priority Axis

ID of Priority Axis 1

Title of the Priority Axis Stimulating innovation and competitiveness

|:| The entire Priority Axis will be implemented solely
through financial instruments

|:| The entire Priority Axis will be implemented solely though
financial instruments set up at Union level

|:| The entire Priority Axis will be implemented through
community- led local development

2.A.2 Justification for the establishment of a Priority Axis covering more than one thematic
objective

Not applicable

2.A.3 Fund and calculation basis for the Union support

Fund ERDF

Calculation basis (total eligible expenditure or eligible public expendity Total eligible expenditure

2.A4/1b - Investment Priority 1b

Promoting business investment in innovation and research, and developing links and
synergies between enterprises, R&D centres and higher education, in particular
product and service development, technology transfer, social innovation, eco-

Investment innovation, public service applications, demand stimulation, networking, clusters and

Priority 1b open innovation through smart specialisation and supporting technological and
applied research, pilot lines, early product validation actions, advanced
manufacturing capabilities and first production, in particular in Key Enabling
Technologies and diffusion of general purpose technologies

2.A.5/1b - Specific Objectives corresponding to the investment priority  1b and expected
results
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ID

Specific Objective 1.1

Specific Objective

Enhancing innovation capacity through cooperation to foster competitiveness

Results sought

The mainchange sought will be the achievement of aimproved cooperationto
support linkages such as clusters and networks between public, private and res
actors, to foster innovatiomnd tradein key regional areas of smart specialisation &
to support capacity building to upgrade innovation skills and knowladgaublic,
social and business sectors

To achieve an improvememf relevant sectors of the Atlantic Aréa a reference

situation with relatively low innovation standards, networking and-agerative
activities between research centres, higher education, business anddtial and
public sectos in the five MS are meant to create those favourable circumstanct
which can allow the upgrade in their innovation capacity.

The CP can help to achieve this objective of improving the general conditions
encourage innovation in the Atlantic business communthe public sector, and
among social actorsby contributing to transnational collaboration betwee
businesseisocial sectoppublic sectorand research/higher education institutions, k
facilitating transnational clustering of businessedy facilitating cooperation ith

public and social actorand by facilitating transnational business networks. Th
transnational cooperation links will also contribute to improve the access
technological core facilities in various sectors for researchers and firms working
respective fields, and to offer technological akibwledgebasedservicesaccessible
to the private, social anghublic sectorsAs aresult of transnational cooperation, the

CPseeks to contribute to the creation of better cooperation between firms/sot
organisatiors/public institutions and R&D related bodies across the Aitam a
number of sectorshowingclear potential and where significant opportunities can
identified. Cooperation will thereforéoster private public and social innovatioand
trade/exports

Table 3 - S0O1.1: Programme specific result indicators for specific objective 1.1

Measurement Baseline Baseline Target Source of Frequency
ID Indicator Value of
Unit Value Year Data .
(2023) reporting
Degree of
coverage of
regional policies
in relation to
most relevant EU Survey(to 2019
1.1 recommendations Index 6100 57,76 2016 58,15 AA regional 2021and
for the authorithies) 2023
development of
regional
innovation
systems

Atlantic Area2014-2020, version 1.3 approved on 01 December 2040



ID Specific Objective 1.2

Strengthening the transfer of innovation results to facilitate the emergence of new

Specific Objective products, services and processes

Results sought The mainchange sought is animproved cooperatiorinking research organisation:

industry, social,and public sector entities in order to improve the existi
mechanisms for knowledge transfer. This will contribute to enhance the uptake
types of innovation (social innovation, product innovatisarvice innovation, public
sector innovaibn, etc.), facilitating the joint development of activities leading to ne
products, processes and servicesthose domains of smart specialisatioshared
between the regions.
TheCP will be making a contribution toraference situation whereby companies anc
firms, social and publiorganisatiors are experiencing the common difficulty
transforming European research into high value added and high profit product:s
servicesandmore competitive processes.

ThecCP will facilitate the internal and externamarketacces®f innovation results by
contributing to the creation of sphoffs and to the consolidation of existing niches
excellence linked to those sectors and fields of activity having a high potentia
also to implement social and public innovation reswdimed at developing new
solutions to address social and public needs. TRewill contribute to enable
companies, public services institutions and third sector organisations to \
together and cooperate with research institutions to facilitate the tramsbf

knowledge with a view of accessing and using innovation results. This activit
mean in practice that through transnational cooperation, a better knowledge of t
existing market, business opportunities and social needs in a number of kegrate
market niches will be achieved and the exploitation of research outcomes foi
development of new technologies, products and services héll enhanced In

addition, the Programme will be supporting firms and the public and tisiedtor to
work closemwith end-users, to know their needs and limitations, connect with sour
of knowledge and promote the uptake of all types of innovation and strat
processes.

As aresult of transnational cooperation, the CPseeks to contribute to reducthe
gap betwen the existing innovation potential and the aatunnovation undertaken
in certain public and social areas or high potential market segments, by suppc
the development of business/social/public support strategies and solution:
overcome thesehallengesand to raise exports and trade.
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Table 3 - SO1.2: Programme specific result indicators for specific objective 1.2

Target
. Measurement Baseline Baseline . Source of Frequency
ID Indicator Value of
Unit Value Year Data .
(2023) reporting
Financing
absorptive
capacity Existing
index databases
addressing (EC Data 2019
the access of
1.2 bUSIness Index G100 54,53 2016 66,35 warehouses 2021and
social and of DG Regio 2023
public and &
organisations CORDA)

to innovation
results

2.A.6/1b - Actions to be supported under the investment priority

1b

2.A.6.1 Description of the type and examples of actions to be supported and their expected
contribution to the specific objectives, including, where appropriate, identification of the main

target groups, specific territories targeted and types of beneficiaries

Description of the type and examples of actions to be supported under Specific Objictive 1.

The Programme aims to support actions that bring the most relevant partners together to improve

innovation capacity and cooperation in Atlantic Area regiorthose sectors i n k e d
specialisation strateg¥xamples of actions to be supportedinclude:

t o

t he

/" Establishment and further strengthening of transnational and, when releviatérnational
innovation networks, SME networks and clusters, also supporting their internationalisation

v

v

S

v

v

v

v e

Development of cooperation schemes contributing to organising the development of scientific

resource centres, business incubators, clusters, busiretsgonks, centres of expertise, research
and innovation infrastructures and regional poles of excellence

Stimulation of regional triple helix (public sector/university and research/enterprise) and

quadruple helix cooperation (public sector/university andeaarch/enterprise/ enelisers)

Support for CrosSectoralsupply chaingnd collaborativénnovative initiatives

r

Development of pilot actions on knowledge exchange and collaboration tools: e.g. social

innovation platforms, social innovation clusters, obsaories, webbased platforms
Development of social enterprises and social incubators in transnational collaborative networks

Development of publiprivate partnerships to work in smart specialisation areas, setting up of
transnational frameworks and platfims for the coordination of innovation policy, including the
coordination of regional RIS3 strategies, innovation governance initiatives, competence networks,

resources pooling structures or integrated supply chains

Increasing skills of employees andemgdoyed people in the business social and public sector

regarding innovative technologies, products, services or procetadag into account the need

to tackle current eskills deficit
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/" Development of Programmes to increase technological skills and awareness raising on-the sea
related careers

/" Support of programmes for training for trainers and curricula development, and adapt education
and training systems for the uptake and diffusionimiovation and the provision of capacity
development mechanisms

/" Development otechnology transfer initiatives

/" Development of innovative based strategies and tools to improve creativity and entrepreneurial
mind-sets.

/" Developnent of innovative competitiveess and trade facilitation tools to speed up trade
processes and exports, such asataloguing,e-tendering, einvoicing e-transit/import/export
tracking,e-government and related actionstc.

The actions undertaken widbntribute to the specific objective by promotingtransnational cooperation
in the field of innovation in order to consolidate a transnational ecosysterfavour the scientific
excellence and upgrade the innovation capacity and performance.

Cooperation in projects of this nature witicrease joint transnational cooperation to build up skills and
capacities of key stakeholdetsaving an effect on the infrastructures and capacities for innovation in
the participating regions. With this purpose, the Programme expects to generate alcnitass of
projects to promote the development of common scientific and innovation centres, solutions, and
collaboration platforms. The actions undertaken will also ensure that the results of this cooperation
practices are integrated in regional policiasdaactions contributing to improving the implementation

of regional development policies and programmes in the field.

Moreover, a special emphasis will be placed in promoting partnerships involving a high diversity of actors
covering the triple helix anthe quadruple helix approach, and the relevant social and civil society
actors, in order to achieve better linkages between public, private and research actqrharadore,
contribute to the enhancement of the innovation ecosystem and improving theiaegigapacities.

Actions and projects will take into account the role of ICTs to stimulate innovation and foster their
support as appropriatenotably in the modernisation of industrial, business, research and public
administration processes.

Additionally, the operations undertaken under this Priority Axis, will also contribute to fostering
competitivenessand tradein the Atlantic Region given that theetivities will be concentratedrothose
sectors in which Atlantic regions have competitagvantages.

The mairtypes of beneficiaries will be:
/" National, regional and local public authorities
/" Transnational, regional and local development agenciesoaganisatiors
/" Universitiesand training centres/organgions
/" Research institutes, innovatiarentres and sanitarian health centres
/" Science and technology parks

/" Business incubation services
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/" Business support centres and agencies

/" Chambers of commerce

/" Clusters

/" Business networks and associations, SMEs and social enterprises
/" Third sectororganisatiors

Target groups will comprise the direct beneficiaries as well as the civil society and the private sector as
awhole, whichwill benefit from the improvements in the innovation ecosystem.

Description of the type and examples of actions to be suppariddr Specific Objective 1.2

The Programme aims to support actions that enhance the links between research and industry actors in
order to accelerate the market access of new products, services and pregestablyin those sectors
identified in the famework of Smart Specialisation Strategies

In particular,examples of actions to be supported include the following:

/" Development of common mechanisms to ensure @ffitient exploitation of resources and best
use of research results

/" Designing and demonstiag new products and services addressing social needs (social
innovation)

/" Designing and demonstrating new processes and tools addressing the efficiency of public services
/" Development of knowledge and information tools addressed to business internasatiah

/" Development of networking mechanisms and platforms for the generation of business consortia
/" Development of data sharing and market information systems

/" Realisation of focused market watch and gap analysis

/" Development of intelligence and strategicoping tools for transnational innovation partnerships

/" Development of knowledge intensive services, products and processes

/" Development of innovative products through cooperation approaches-(esdainvolvement, ce
design, open innovatigretc.)

/" Transferand development of models or solutions enabling R&D support for SME dednevaah
innovation

/" Development of demonstration projects to test the market readiness

/" Supporting the development different ways of financing innovation such as venture capital
mechanisms and other relevant financial instruments

/" Development of innovative competitiveness and trade facilitation tools to speed up trade processes
and exports, such as-@taloguing, d@endering, einvoicing, etransit/import/export tracking,
processingmethods, process contrptransport organisationandthe development of proceses
and strategies t@ptimisetime-to-market (TTM)n connection withdevelopmentgrocesgs.
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The actions undertaken willontribute to the specific objective by promoting a more proactive
cooperation among relevant actors that will allow the knowledge transfer and the exploitation of
innovation results in order to accelerate the market access of new products, services and prézesses
generate trade and expost

The implementation of actions aimed at protirgy collaborsion between relevant actorgaking into
account onsumer’s needs and interests will contri bl
and demand of technology, favouring the developref applied innovation and accelerating the
market access of new high added value products and services.

The main element that will contribute to the achievement of the Specific Objective will be theriatius
and productive fabric, whickvould need tobroaden itsinvolvement in the inngation process and
increase itgarticipation in publigprivate cooperation schemes in order to be able to produce and bring
to the market new products and services.

As in the cae of the Specific Objective 1the opeations undertaken under this SpéciObjective will
be focwsed on those sectors in which Atlantic regions have competitive advantdgsswilltherefore
contribute to foster the competitiveness of the Atlantic Region as a whole.

The maintypes of beneficiaries will be:
/" National, regional and local public authorities
/" Transnational, regional and local development agenciesoaganisatiors Universities
/" Research institutes and innovaticentres
/" Science and technology parks
/" Business incubation services
/" Technology intermediaries and technology/ knowledge transfer institutions
/" Testing labs
/" Business support centres and agencies
«/ Chambers of commerce
/" Clusters
/" Business networks and associations, SMEs and social enterprises
/" Private and public investors
/" Thid sector organisations
/" Consumers and endsers organisations
Thetarget groups will comprise the direct beneficiaries as well as the civil society and the private sector
as a whole, which will benefit from the improvements in the innovation ecosystem.

2.A.6.2 Guiding principles for the selection of operations

The seven key principles that will guide the selection of operations are:
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Contribution to the expected result of the corresponding SO: Operations selected shall contribute
to the expected result obne SO and to the change sought in the reference situation. Projects that
demonstrate crosgutting synergies with other S@ill be highly encouraged.

Level of transnational cooperation achieved/intensity of cooperation achieved: Transnational
cooperatim is about tackling common challenges that jump the borders and affect the whole or
part of the Atlantic Area In order to work together towards the achievement of a common goal,
selected projects should demonstrate high levels of transnational cooperatita to produce
measurable results. The different degrees of cooperation, that can coexist in the smraion,

are identified belowanked by increasingrder of cooperation intensity

Transnational exchange of knowledge to learn from each other (atlgarning and exchange of
experiences)

Transfer of knowhow between territories (individual and organisation learning and capacity
building)

Common developmenbf problemsolving capacity, arriving to the creation/enhancement of
new/existing tools and dations

Implementation of joint transnational responses to transnational issues focused on developing
common planning and solutions

Consistency and Quality of Partnership: the partnership should be representative of the part of

the Atlantic Areawhere that particdar challenge or problem is tailg place and well balanced in
terms of MS included in it. It has also to cover the right mix of organisations according to the subject,
specific channels with the private sector, if required, and organisatiodseatities with proved
experience in the sector and in international project management

Innovative aspects implied for the Atlantic Area: projects must go beyond the stataf-the-art in
their territories tackling the identified challenge or probleamd slould develop new or add
ups/follow upsto existing activities.

Tangible outcomes: operations have to lead to the achievement of a number of concrete and
tangible results and prove its usefulness, value for money and problem solving capacity, such as
Themaitc networks, Clusters, tools, Information Platforms, managementrtiegtes, Plans, etc.

Sustainability of the outcomes and capitalisation of the results: The problem solving capacity
developed by projects should be elaborated with a clear view to be sadils in time through
adequate channels such as the development or enhancement of new/existing policy strategies,
programmes, projects and conventions, protocols or formal agreements thatupkbe project
outcomes

Territorial and environmental impact: Transnational cooperation is a soft approach generating
direct effects in the area, helping to solve problems or contributing to better addressing joint
development issues or opportunities. This dimension provides evidence that transnational
cooperation isnot limited to individual or organisation capacity building, but goes beyoyd
generating economic activity and creating new solutions to tackle the challenges faced by the
territories and creates to a certain degree a limited number of joksfor the environmental
impact, projects contributing to a decarbonated socjgpyomoting savings of raw materials,
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encouraging marine cactivities and having other positive impacts on the environment will be
valued favourably.

8. Coherence with relevant European, national and regional strategies: projects shouldorove the
coherence withthe policy context andhe link between thér objectives andhe relevantEuropean
andparti ci p a sstiategies. inearticdan, $n’the framework of the Priority Akithe
selected projects should provémeir link with specific Smart Specialisation Strategidereover,
when applicableprojects should show how they link to the Atlantic Action Plawf the Atlantic
Maritime Strategy

2.A.6.3 Planned use of financialinstruments

Not applicable

2.A.6.4 Planned use of major projects
Not applicable

2.A.6.5 Output indicators for investment priority 1b

Table 4 — 1b: Common and programme specific output indicators for investment priority 1b

. . Programme
coo1 Number of enterprises receiving support Number 30 g . Annual
monitoring
Number of enterprises supported to introduce Programme
coz8 P PP Number 10 g . Annual
new to the market products monitoring
Number of enterprises supported to introduce Programme
C0o29 . P PP Number 10 g . Annual
new to the firm products monitoring
Number of enterprises participating in cress Proaramme
co4L border, transnational or interregional research | Number 30 g . Annual
. monitoring
projects
Number of research institutions participating in Programme
€047 crosshorder, transnational or interregional Number 30 g . Annual
. monitoring
research projects
Number of case studgeand pilot actions Programme
PidL . P Number 33 g . Annual
implemented monitoring
Number of technical andcgentific publications Programme
PIR u ! e publicat Number 132 g . Annual
produced monitoring
Number of policy, strategy and operational Programme
PIB . policy., %y P Number 66 g . Annual
instruments produced monitoring
Number ofactions for the dissemination and Programme
PIC L Number 165 g . Annual
capitalisation of results monitoring
Number of participants in actions for the Programme
PIG . . .p P o Number 10725 g . Annual
dissemination and capitalisation of results monitoring
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2.A.7 Performance framework for Priority Axis 1

Table 5 — PA1: Performance framework of the Priority Axis 1

Explanation of

M 1
Indicator Indicator of key egsuremen Milestone | Final target  Source of relevance of
: . unit, where .
type implementation step R for 2018 (2023) data indicator, where
PpRrop appropriate
Output Number of case studies Programme
1. . P PIQL |and pilot actions Number 3 33 g. .
indicator . monitoring
implemented
Number of policy,
Output . Programme
1. . P Pl03|strategy and operational  Number 6 66 g. .
indicator ) monitoring
instrumentsproduced
Financial Total eligible expenditur: Proaramme
1| PI06|certified and submitted t Euros 5564 628 | 62 822 988 g. .
indicator EC monitoring

Additional qualitative information on the establishment the performanceframework

| Details are provided iAnnexVI* Out put idicdtorReoenkteptual fr g

2.A.8 Categories of intervention for Priority Axis 1

Table 6 — PA1: Dimension 1 - Intervention field for Priority Axis 1

Priority Axis ‘ Code € amount
Priority Axis 1 001- Generic productive investmentin smalland medisni zed ent er 1346207
002- Research and innovation processes in large enterprises 0

056 - Investment in infrastructure, capacities and equipment in SMEs dirtakigd 4038620
to research and innovation activities

057 - Investment in infrastructure, capacities and equipment in large compa 0
directly linked to research and innovation activities

058- Research and innovation infrastructure (public) 2692414
059- Research and innovation infrastructure (private, including science parks) 2692414

060 - Research and innovation activities in public research centres and centr 6731034
competence including networking

061 - Research and innovation activities private research centres includin 6731034

networking

062- Technology transfer and universignterprise cooperation primarily benefitin 6731034
SMEs

063- Cluster support and business networks primarily benefiting SMEs 4038620

064 - Researchand innovation processes in SMEs (including voucher sche| 4038620
process, design, service and social innovation)

066 - Advanced support services for SMEs and groups of SMEs (inc 2692415
management, marketing and design services)

067 - SME business development, support to entrepreneurship and incubaf 1346207
(including support to spin offs and spin outs)

072- Business infrastructure for SMEs (including industrial parks and sites) 1346207
073- Support to social enterprises (SMES) 262414
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Table 7 — PA1: Dimension 2 - Form of finance for Priority Axis 1

Priority Axis ‘ Code € amount

Priority Axis 1 01 - Nonrepayablegrant 47117240

Table 8 — PAl: Dimension 3 - Territory type for Priority Axis 1

Priority Axis ‘ Code € amount

Priority Axis 1 07 - Not applicable 47117240

Table 9 — PA1: Dimension 6 - Territorial delivery mechanism for Priority Axis 1

Priority Axis ‘ Code € amount

Priority Axis 1 07 - Not applicable 47117240

2.A.9 Summary of the planned use of technical assistance including, where necessary, actions
to reinforce the administrative capacity of authorities involved in the management and
control of the programmes and beneficiaries and, where necessary, actions for to enhance
the administrative capacity of re levant partners to participate in the implementation of
programmes

Not applicable

PRIORITY AXIS Z FOSTERING RESOURCE EFFICIENCY

2.A.1 Priority Axis

ID of Priority Axis 2

Title of the Priority Axis Fostering Resource Efficiency

[_] The entirePriority Axiswill be implemented solely through
financial instruments

[_] The entirePriority Axiswill be implemented solely though
financial instruments set up at Union level

|:| The entirePriority Axiswill be implemented through
community- led local development

2.A.2 Justification for the establishment of a Priority Axis covering more than one thematic
objective
TwoTOhave been selected for the Priority Axis 2:

/" Thematic objective 4 supporting the shift towards a lowarbon economy in all sectors,
Investment Priority(a) promoting the production and distribution of energy derived from
renewable sources

/" Thematic objective & preserving and protecting the environment and promoting resource
efficiency, Investment Priority(g) supporting industrial transition towards a resougféicient
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economy, promoting green growth, edonovation and environmental performance
management in the public and private sectors

The adoption of a Priority Axis covering these f@will permit an integrated approach to address in a
holistic manner the challenge of promoting a resource efficient eaon based on both the use of
renewable energies and an efficient use of resources by the industry.

Natural resources are key assets to achieve sustainable development and to guarantee the quality of
life. However, European countries and in particular the Atlantic Area, are facingtanpohallenges
related to the pressure that the industry, the economy and the society is putting on the environment.
In this context, continuing the current patterns of resource use is not advisable and a shift towards a
new economic, industrial and satenvironmentally friendlyand resourceefficient model is required.

For this purpose, the Atlantic Are@operation programmepropounds an integrated approach to
promote resource efficiency based on two complementary pillars. First, a specific objéziiye
designed to promote the distribution and use of renewable energies through the improvement of the
general institutional, technological, industrial and social framework. However, an increase in the use of
renewable energies would be insufficienttitibes not come along with a paradigm shift to transform

the way in which the industrial sector consusresources, interagwith local ecosystems and briag

value to the local economy ansbciety as a whole. To contribute to this industrial transitioaeeond
specific objective (2.2) is proposed to foster green growth;ianovation and environmental efficiency.

In fact, this holistic approach is aligned with fRlagship initiative for a resouradficient Europeinder

the EU2020 which supports thehift towards a resourcefficient and lowcarbon economy by providing

a longterm framework to promote actions in a wide range of policy areas and sectors including, among
others, climate change, energy, industry or raw materials.

Therefore, the expectedesults can only be achieved if the challenge of promoting resource efficiency
is tackled in a balanced manperomoting both an efficient energy and industrial model. Moreover, an
integrated approach will also permit obtaining synergies and complemigies&in this field and putting
forward coordinated regional policies to promote resource efficiency in the Area.

Finally, establishing Briority Axiscovering more than one thematic objective will contribute to speed
up the management and control tasks in line with the reduction of the administrative burden principles.

2.A.3 Fund and calculation basis for the Union support

Fund ERDF

Calculation basi(total eligible expenditure or eligible public expenditure) | Total eligible expenditure

2.A4/4a - Investment Priority 4a

Promoting the production and distribution of energy derived frc

Investment Priority 4a
renewable sources

Atlantic Area2014-2020, version 1.3 approved on 01 December 2050



2.A.5/4a - Specific Objective s corresponding to th e investment priority 4a and expected
results

ID Specific Objective 2.1

Specific Objective Fostering renewable energies and energy efficiency

Results sought The main change sought is a generalllimproved cooperationcontributing to an
adapted institutional and technical environment to enable the development
favourable conditions for the sector of local renewable energy leading to atbr
position of the Atlantic Areand the adoption of energy efficiency patterasid
policies.

The commonreference situation is the important challenge that the territories ar
facing due to the pressure that industry, economy and society are ixedn the
environment while having aabundance of natural resources (sewave, tidesand

currents , rivers/estuaries, wind, biomass, biogas, soéc.), with already installed
and/or planned wind, wave and current energy production capacities and exi:
energy efficiency strategies and policies, and with a solid number of pote
investors and enterprises already operating in the area. Energy efficiency an
development of renewable energy are the main pillars of sustainability in the en
sector. In the present scenario, most of the Atlantic regions have still a long w
go before they can claim to have significant renewable energy capacities instal
the foreseeable future and before adequate energy efficiency patterns are adog

In thiscontext, the main efforts of the Programme will be concentrated to supg
three different aspects: a poliegriven strand, a sociariven strand, and
technologicaldriven strand. As far as the institutional environment is concerned,
Programme will contribute to enable the development of favourable conditions f
the rise of thelocal renewable energy sectdhrough promoting exchanges on loc
policies for the development of renewable energies with regard to research, resc
mapping (joint mapping projects of renewable energy resources, structurin
centres of excellence)sharing of reference as concerns clusters, and the ¢
framework provided for the sector, as well as for the promotion of ulina energy
buildings, high energy savings and sup#icient appliances. The Programme w
contribute to joint work on the dvelopment of common local policies supporting
renewable energy market actors in overcoming their many barriers, in establis
governance frameworks for energy efficiency and defining training stand:
identifying of specific competences, and proting the exchange of knowhow.

Transnational cooperation will also contribute to develop common methodolo
concerning social acceptability (ways of engaging in dialogue with the diffe
categories of users and consumers) and the involvement of cbastamunities
concerning the development of offshore renewable energies. Cooperation coulc
contribute to the development of social driven and technologib@en instruments
like those related to the provision of information addressed to the induatrg end

users about energy saving opportunities and about technical assistance to
making choices on energy efficiency options.

As aresult of transnational cooperation, the Programme seeks to contribute t
improve the institutional, technical and sat framework to promote favourable
conditions for the sector of local renewable energy and for the adoption of en
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efficiency strategies, including R&D, technology transfer, clusteildibg,
demonstrators, testingnd dissemination of results.

Table 3 - SO2.1: Programme specific result indicators for specific objective 2.1

Target
. Measurement  Baseline Baseline . Source of Frequency
ID Indicator Value of
Unit Value Year Data .
(2023) reporting
Exsiting
Percentage databases
of _ (Covenant of
population Mayors 2019
covered by .

2.1 local Index 6100 5,77 2016 43,89 committed to  2021and
sustainable Iogal 2023
energy sustainable
action plans energy and

Eurostat)

2.A.6/4a - Actions to be supported under the investment priority  4a

2.A.6.1 Description of the type and examples of actions to be supported and their expected
contribution to the specific objectives, including, where appropriate, identification of the main
target groups, specific territories targeted and types of beneficiaries

The actions under thipriority will aim to foster the development of favourable conditions to the
development of renewablenergiescontributing to the reduction of greenhouse gases and also of other
emissions such as PM and N®2ough transnational cooperation.

Even itheavy investments fall outside of the cooperation programnméniestments in hydropower
projects are madethey willcomplywith Art. 4.7 of the Water Framework Directive, that indicates that
an appropriate analysisas to be carried out as early as pib$sin the planning process for any project
modifying the hydromorphological characteristics of a water body causing deterioration of the status.
This would entail the analysis of alternatives (better environmental optiontingeup the necessary
mitigation measures, and a justification of the importance of the project for overriding public interest.

Furthermore, energy related measures supported by@rshould showtheir coherencewith local and
regional Air Quality plans under Directive 2008/50/E8e potentialpromotion of the use of solid
biomass will need to be accompanibg strict emission standards amthatement measures reducing
emissions, especially of PM, apdrticularly in the participating regions with PM hotspots such as
France, Portudaand Spain.

Examples of actions to be supported include the following:

/" Development of technological, legal, educational/training, financial and organisational solutions
in the field of renewable energy, including economic appraisals and business cases to quantify
social, community andnvironmentalbenefits and value

/" Identification of existing and potential local value chain and key differentiators in the renewable
energy sector
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v 4
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Development of joint mapping of competencies versus expected needs from renewable energy
project developers and technology suppliers

Enhancenent of cooperation between private, public and research actors throughout the whole
value chain related to energy (R&D demonstration, feasibility & project planning, manufacturing,
installation, operation & maintenance, distributioanvironmental impacassessment, etg.

Renewable energies outreach and disseminatioapacity building to coordinate both the supply
and value chains famarine renewable energiedREB, coordinating the supply chain expertise
and promotion to device developers

Creating arEnergy Vision for the area, based on an assessmeheafurrent use, and including
targets for the reduction of energy consumption in the area, and the use of increased amounts of
regional renewable energythe development ofnetworks of clusters on (mare) renewable
energies in the Atlantic Area

Improvement of spatial management to enhance the use of offshore and onskamwvable
energies

Development of peer reviews and networking of regions, economic agencies and organisations
specialised in the devepment of renewable energies to support the delivery of existing low
carbon emission strategies

Practical 'orthe-ground' demonstrations of new techniques and processes and of best practices

Enhancement of coordination and integration of the production alstribution systems of
different kinds of renewable energy

Joint actions to support the grid integration of offshore renewable energies

Integrate renewable power generation with the regions existing natural carbon sinks to avoid
remobilising stored carbointo the environment

Joint actions to support solutions of multiple use of energy

Improvethe awareness andiptake by firms on the business opportunities of renewable energy
development of informatiory communication and awareness raising campaigns ai ase
consultation methodologies to increase social acceptance of renewable energy

Supporting a sound energy management through consumer and local communities
empowerment (micregeneration, smart metering)

Development of local policies and tools for theomotion of ultralow energy buildings, high
energy savings and supefficient appliances

The actions undertaken witontribute to the specific objective by developing and consolidating an
adequate institutional, social and technological framework théit promote energy efficiency and
stimulate the production and distribution of renewable energies.

With this purpose, projects aiming at creating new joint solutions to address the technological, legal,
educational, financial and organisational barrigrshe development of such energies will be promoted
under this specific objective. The actions undertaken will also ensure that these common practices are
integrated in regional policies and actions contributing to improving the implementation of regional
development policies and programmes in this field.
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The involvement and the increased cooperation between the institutional, social and industrial/market
dimension would be a way to promote joint responsibility for sustainable development and a shift
towards a resource efficient economy contributing increase the use and the awareness on the
renewable energies.

The maintypes of beneficiaries will be:
/" National, regional and local public energy and transport related authorities
/" Transnational, regional and local development agenciesoaganisatiors
/" Regional and local energy agencies
/" Regional and local environmental agencies
/" Research institutes and innovation centres
/" Science and technology parks
/" Universities
/" Public and privatenergy suppliers
/" Business networks and associations operating in the renewable and energy efficiency sector
~/ Private and public investors
/" Local communities
/" Consumers organisations
~/ Civil society associatiopsomoting renewable and energy efficiency
Target groups will comprise the direct beneficiaries as well as the civil society as a ywkioieh will
benefit from the improvements in the sustainable energy ecosystem.
2.A.6.2 Guiding principles for the selection of operations
Please see, 2.A.6.2 froRriority 1— Investment Priority 1l5ection
2.A.6.3 Planned use of financial instruments
Not applicable
2.A.6.4 Planned use of major projects
Not applicable

2.A.6.5 Output indicators for investment priority 4 a

Table 4 — 4a: Common and programme specific output indicators for investment priority 4a

. o Measurement Target value Source of Frequency of
Indicator(name of indicator) 9 q y

unit (2023) data reporting

Additional capacity of renewable energy Mw 10 Programme

. L Annual
production monitoring
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Measurement Target value Source of Frequency of

Indicator(name of indicator)

unit (2023) data reporting
. Tons of CO2 Programme

CO34 Greenhouse gas reduction . 80000 g . Annual
equivalent monitoring
Number of case studies and pilot actions Programme

PIdL . . ud s I Number 10 g . Annual
implemented monitoring
Number of technical and scientifpziblications Programme

PI® . ! lentifuiblicat Number 40 g . Annual
produced monitoring
Number of policy, strategy and operational Programme

PIGB . policy 9y P Number 20 g . Annual
instruments produced monitoring
Number of actions for the dissemination and Programme

PIC: . Number 50 g . Annual
capitalisation of results monitoring
N f ici i i for th Programme

PIG .umbe.ro .partlmpants.ln.actl.ons or the Number 3250 g . Annual
dissemination and capitalisation of results monitoring

2.A4/6g - Investment Priority 6g

Supporting industrial transitiotowards a resourcefficient economy, promoting

Investment Priority 6g . : .
green growth, ecennovation and environmental

2.A.5/6g - Specific Objective s corresponding to t he investment priority 6g and expected
results

ID Specific Objective 2.2

Specific Objective Fostering green growth, eco-innovation and environmental efficiency

Results sought Themain change sought is astrengthened cooperatioto facilitate awarenes raising
on ecainnovation/eco-efficiency, the promotion of efficient organisatiorof
businessegrganisationgo include the two concepts, angh enhanced response t
market/public demand of green products and servidessupport he introduction of
an efficient policy mix of supply and demand measusémulating research and
innovation favourable to green growi{including blue growth)Thereference situation
features a frade environmental balance with seveithlreats resulting fromanthropic
activities, inaiding economic activities.pproackesable © contribute to minimizing
environmental impacts caprovide some relief to the Area while contributingreduce
the use of resources, limit pollutiolmptimise the use of ecgystem services and rais
the general public, local commuig@s and businesses awarenesstbe need to make
a more efficient and sistainable use of our territorialesources. Promoting gree
growth and eceannovation isalso an efficient way to contribute to smart and
sustainable growth. There is also a growing demand for environmental products
services, a strong atural resource base (particularlyseabased), consolidatec
environmental research groupsproximity of knowledge structure and existin
mainstream policy support for sustaihle develpment in AA regions. However,
uncertainty surroundingnarket demand andhe profitability of investments, marke!
prices not exactly refledng environmental costs and benefjitand the rigidity of
economic structuresare major barriers.

In this conext where a wide range of aspects constrain the development
environmentally frendly technologies and the adoption ofmore sustainable
production and consumer patterns, there is gsingle policy measure able support
ecoinnovation and eceefficiency. Th@rogramme will contribute to the promotion of

Atlantic Area2014-2020, version 1.3 approved on 01 December 20%3



a comprehensive policy mix adgsing the development of innovaé products and
processes reducingnvironmentd i mp a c t s vievy it valldlsodoeus a the

social and cultural acceptance of environmental efficiency as a main principle of |
(consumersview). The Programme will promote joint work supporting the definiti
of local straegies and policies fa sustainable production and consumpti¢8PCYhe

creation and dissemination of consumer information tools on -effciency, the
development dinstruments and guidelines facilitatirige implementation of cradle to
cradle/circular economynitiatives, building areco-innovation triple helix, piloand

demonstration projects,dissemination of ecefficiency analysis tools allowin
companies to asss and improve the environmental performance of products
services adopting management tools like environmental management systems,
cycle management, design for environmental supply chain management.

As aresult of transnational cooperation, the Programme seeks to contribute to bette
directing investments in eecmnovation and promote favourable conditions for tt
reduction ofthe material intensity of goodskrvices and waste, promoting recyclabili
and improving the durability anserviceintensity of goodséervices, boosting busines
cooperation in the aregand contributing to the creation of better and more efficiel
transnational suport networks/structures to inform, promote and fosteeco
innovation, eceefficiency and green growtim the AA.

Table 3 — SO2.2: Programme specific result indicators for specific objective 2.2

Target
Measurement Baseline Baseline & Source of Frequency
ID Indicator Value of
Unit Value Year Data .
(2023) reporting
Degree of
coverage of
regional policies
in relation to Survey(to 2019
2.2 most relevant EU Index 6100 53,48 2016 57,23 AA regional 2021and
recommendations Authorities) 2023

for eco
innovation and
green growth.

2.A.6/6g - Actions to be supported under the investment priority ~ 6g

2.A.6.1 Description of the type and examples of actions to be supported and their expected
contribution to the specific objectives, including, where appropriate, identification of the main
target groups, specific territories targeted and types of beneficiaries

Examples of actions to be supported are:
/" Development of mechanisms to convey the information on the need oir@oavation products
and services to the relevant actors of the sector

/" Development of measures and tools to stimulate the adaptation of policiesbahdviairs
supporting green growth and edanovation

/" Development of awarenessising policies, strategies and plans fostering a positive- eco
innovation behaviar
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/" Development ofbusiness management support instruments, suchaasalysis tools for the
assassment of the environmental performance of products and services, and environmental
management, life cycle management, design for environment and environmental supply chain
management tools

/" Promoting the adoption of the Agenda 21 in the private sector

/" Devdopment of circular economy / cradi®-cradle principles that deliver new products or ways
of-working to achieve sustainable economic growth

/" Development omechanisms to reduce the amount of resources (e.g. land, water, minerals) used
in industrial proceses

/" Development of solutions to reduceecycle and valorize the waste outputs of industrial or
domestic processes

/" Development of actions to reduce the use of resources in businesses, administrations and
organisation of major events such as festival amgdaonferences

/" Developing policies and strategies to suppedo-innovation and generatedemand for ece
innovative products and services

/" Development information systems addressed to consumers on thefimiency performance of
products and services

/" Pronoting Carbon and Hydric Footprint Labeling

/" Promotion ofeco-innovation solutions related to maritime and land activities, water anair
quality ircluding in transporéind renewable energfcontrol for vessels, clean port infrastructure
low emissiom renewable energy from biomassc.).

The actions undertaken wiontribute to the specific objective by fostering the status of linkages,
working structures and interaction between relevant actors to promote-iecmvation and green
growth. Moreover, thé stimulus of networking and collaboration and the support to the development
of the cradleto-cradle principles should contribute to a better quality of governance for a more
dynamic, greener and more circular economy in the Atlantic Area.

Finally, polig instruments such as green procurement, awards, and awareness raising campaigns or
direct business support instruments should also ease the way towards the specific objective of fostering
green growth, ecannovation and energy efficiency in the Atlandicea

Themain target groups and types of beneficiaries will be:

~/" National, regional and local public dealing with @eoovation and environmental efficiency
/" Transnational, regional and local development agenciesoaganisatiors

/" Regional and loca&nergy agencies

/" Regional and local environmental agencies

/" Research institutes and innovation centres

/" Science and technology parks

Atlantic Area2014-2020, version 1.3 approved on 01 December 2057



/" Universities

/" Business networks, organisation, associations and chambers of commerce operating in the sector
/" Private and pulic investors

/" Local communities

/" Civil society associations and NGOs

/" Living labs and User Groups

Target groups will comprise the direct beneficiaries as well as the civil societywalsode, whichwill

benefit from the improvements in the green growth ecosystem.

2.A.6.2 Guiding principles for the selection of operations
Please see, 2.A.6.2 from Priority- Investment Priority 1lSection

2.A.6.3 Planned use of financial instruments

Not applicakd

2.A.6.4 Planned use of major projects
Not applicable

2.A.6.5 Output indicators for investment priority 69

Table 4 — 6g: Common and programme specific output indicators for investment priority 6g

Measurement Targetvalue Source of  Frequency of

Indicator(name of indicator)

unit (2023) data reporting
Number of case studies and pilot action Programme

PIL | Number of case studies and pi 1ons Number 11 rogran Annual
implemented monitoring
Number of technical and scientific publicatior Programme

PI@ P Number 44 g . Annual
produced monitoring
Number of policy, strategy and operational Programme

PIGB .u rotpoiicy, s 9y peral Number 22 rg_ . Annual
instruments produced monitoring
Number of actions for the dissemination and Programme

PIC u. .r . ons sseminat Number 55 f g . Annual
capitalisation of results monitoring
Number of participants iactions for the Programme

PIG . . _p P o Number 3575 g . Annual
dissemination and capitalisation of results monitoring
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2.A.7 Performance framework for Priority Axis 2

Table 5 - PA2: Performance framework of the Priority Axis 2

Explanatio
. : Measuremen : : of relevance
Indicator Indicator of key . Milestone | Final target Source of e
. . unit, where of indicator,
type implementation step . for 2018 (2023) data
appropriate where
appropriate
Outout Number of case studies Programme
2| P PIQL |and pilot actions Number 2 21 g. .
indicator ) monitoring
implemented
Number of policy,
Output . Programme
2 P P103 |strategy and operationa  Number 4 42 g. .
indicator ) monitoring
instruments produced
Financial Total eligible Programme
2| P106 |expenditure certified an Euros 3825436 | 39659 206 g. .
indicator . monitoring
submitted to EC

Additional qualitative information on the establishmentof the performance framework

| Details are provided iAnnexVIl“ Out put @dicdtorkesenteptual fr a\

2.A.8 Categories of intervention for Priority Axis 2

Table 6 — PA2: Dimension 1 - Intervention field for Priority Axis 2

Priority Axis ‘ Code € amount

Priority Axis 2 003- Productive investment in large enterprises linked to the-cavbon economy 632860
009- Renewable energy: wind 3164298
010- Renewable energy: solar 3164298
011- Renewable energy: biomass 3164298

012 - Other renewable energy (including hydroelectric, geothermal and ma 1898579
energy) and renewable energy integration (including storage, power to gas
renewable hydrogen infrasucture)

056- Investment in infrastructure, capacities and equipment in SMEs directly lif 632860
to research and innovation activities

057 - Investment in infrastructure, capacities and equipment in large compa 0
directly linked toresearch and innovation activities

058- Research and innovation infrastructure (public) 632859
059- Research and innovation infrastructure (private, including science parks) 632859
060 - Research and innovation activities in public researehtres and centres o 632859
competence including networking

061 - Research and innovation activities in private research centres incly 632859
networking

062- Technology transfer and universignterprise cooperation primarily benefitin 1898580
SMEs

063- Cluster support and business networks primarily benefiting SMEs 1898580
064 - Research and innovation processes in SMEs (including voucher sch 632859

process, design, service and social innovation)
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Priority Axis Code € amount

065 - Research and innovation naktructure, processes, technology transfer a 1898580
cooperation in enterprises focusing on the low carbon economy and on resilien
climate change

068- Energy efficiency and demonstration projects in SMEs and supporting mea 3164298

069 - Support to environmentallriendly production processes and resour 3164298
efficiency in SMEs

071 - Development and promotion of enterprises specialised in providing ser 1898580
contributing to the low carbon economy and to resilience to climate chal
(including support to such services)

Table 7 — PA2: Dimension 2 - Form of finance for Priority Axis 2

Priority Axis Code € amount

Priority Axis 2 01 - Nonrepayable grant 29744404

Table 8 — PA2: Dimension 3 - Territory type for Priority Axis 2

Priority Axis Code € amount

Priority Axis 2 | 07- Not applicable 29744404

Table 9 — PA2: Dimension 6 - Territorial delivery mechanism for Priority Axis 2

Priority Axis Code € amount

Priority Axis 2 | 07- Not applicable 29744404

2.A.9 A summary of the planned use of technical assistance including, where necessary,
actions to reinforce the administrative capacity of authorities involved in the management
and control of the programmes and beneficiaries and, where necessary, actions for to
enhance the administrative capacity of relevant partners to participate in the
implementation of programmes

Not applicable

PRIORITYAXISX342%. ' 4( %. )."' 4(% 4%22)4/2983 2%3),) %.

CLIMATE AND HUMAN ORIGIN

2.A.1 Priority Axis

ID of Priority Axis 3

i L i Strengthening the territory’s resilience to risks of natural, climate and human
Title of the Priority Axis .
origin

|:| The entire Priority Axis will be implemented solely
through financial instruments

|:| The entire Priority Axis will be implemented solely though
financial instruments set up at Union level

|:| The entire Priority Axis will be implemented through
community- led local development
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2.A.2 Justification for the establishment of a Priority Axis covering more than one thematic
objective

Not applicable

2.A.3 Fund and calculation basis for the Union support

Fund ERDF

Calculation basis (total eligible expenditure or eligible public expendity Total eligible expenditure

2.A4/5b -Investment Priority 5b

L. Promoting investment to address specific risks, ensuring disaster
Investment Priority 5b - ) )
resilience and developing disaster management systems

2.A.5/5b - Specific Objective s corresponding to t he investment priority 5b and expected
results

ID Specific Objective 3.1

Specific Objective Strengthening risks management systems

Themain change sought will be animproved cooperatiorcontributing to reduce risks
and their impact, to reinforce the safety of the population and the environment,
strengtheningthe resilience and planning capacity of Atlantic Regions at local
regional level for the management of natural and climatic risks as well as those d¢
from human activities.

Results sought

This positive change will be attained fromrederence situation whereby theAtlantic

facade is exposed to several threats and pressures characteristic of its large coast
and the effects of climate change. Moreover, a limited regional policy initiatives
cooperation to cope with these important challenges can be obseangbtheadaptive

capacity differs between theegions of the programme area whit® region is among
those holdingthe highest capacity.

Thispositive contribution of the Programme will be an increased capacity and tf
production of enhanced risk managenteaction plans and strategies of the Atlant
territories in order to provide an adequate and coordinated answer to potential ari
risks. Thus, the programme will contribute to develop and impréntegrated
management plans, local risk management, yengtion and mitigation plans the
preparation of efficient surveillance, assessment, warning, reporting, plant
coordination and response mechanisms to threats, the development, testing
deployment of new risk management tools and the developmentdisdemination of
awareness raising tools directed at local communities on the benefits of the preve
and management of risks such as coastal erosion, submersion, flooding, ncagstl
and inland water pollutions, land pollutions, eutrophication, drought, fires etc.

As a result of transnational cooperation, the Atlantic Area 2012020 seeks ta
contribute to a better cooperation and to an increase in the number and qualit
action plars and coordinated strategies for the prevention and management of 1
deriving from several threats as those related to climate change and economy re
activities.
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Table 3 — S0O3.1: Programme specific result indicators for specific objective 3.1

Target
. Measurement  Baseline Baseline . Source of Frequency
ID Indicator Value of
Unit Value Year Data .
(2023) reporting
Degree of
coverage of
regional policies
in relation to Survey(to
3.1 most relevant EU Index 6100 45,73 2016 56,88 AA regional 201322822‘,}
recommendations Authorities) al
for the resilience
of land and

maritime areas

2.A.6/5b - Actions to be supported under the investment priority  5b

2.A.6.1 Description of the type and examples of actions to be supported and their expected
contribution to the specific objectives, including, where appropriate, identification of the main
target groups, specific territories targeted and types of beneficiaries

Theactions to be supported under this specific objective will aim to strengthen tlapacity and systems
of the Atlantic Area for the management of risks deriving from climatngbkand humanactivities.
Examples of actions to be supported include the following:

/" Development of actions to prevent risks (environmental monitoring@medention systems; tools

v e

v e

v e

v

v e

to improve governance and coordination, criaigl emergency management and responses; tools
for early detection; early warning stems; mapping; risk assessmeimncluding transnational
actionsin the framework of the Flood diréige (Directive 2007/60/EQ)e. on emergency plans,
flood risk assessment, and flood risk management planking at prevention, protection and
preparednessetc.

Coordination of the use of Global Monitoring for Environment and Security (GMES) and
survellance systemsto support threat and emergency response, coordinated uselTof
infrastructure necessary to allow information sharing and interoperability between national
surveillance networks and the Common Information sharing Environment at EU level

Devdopment of education and awarenesaising tools related to prevention and management
of risks

Development of local community and business leaders empowerment tqreskention, and
recovery and regeneration actions

Development and implementation of environmental management systems by the private sector
and companies

Networking of technical and scientific resources available in the European Atlantic Area: joint
production of data on the evolution of the coastline tacilitate its measurement along the
Atlantic coastbased orcomparable data
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/" Development of capacifpuilding initiatives directed atactors involved inmanaging and
preventing risks

/" Dissemination of data and risk management tools

/" Promote the interlinkng of regional, coastal and ocean observation and maritime safety and
coastal structures and their forecasting models

/" Development of methodologies and technologies for the study, procedures, evaluation and
compensation of damagéimked to risks under thisbjective

/" Practical 'orhe-ground' demonstrations of new techniques and processes

The contribution to the specific objective will be derived from the implementation of operations
oriented to address the effects of climathangeand human activitieen the Atlantic territories through
a strengthened an integrated territorial risk prevention and resilience management system.

The operations will aim to raise awareness and to put in place common surveillance, prevention and risk
management strategiesand tools contributing to improveAt | ant i c territorie:
preparedness to cope with threats and risks derived from climate change and economic activity. The
actions undertaken will also ensure that these common practices are integrated in regadicges and

actions contributing to improving the implementation of regional development policies and
programmes in this field.

Moreover, actions aiming at empowering the local commusitiwill also allow improvingisk
prevention, recovery and regereion actions and strategies contributing to reinforce the safety and
security of the population and ecosystems, strengthening resilience and planning capacity of Atlantic
Regions for the management of natural risks éimel consequences deriving from cliteachange and
economic activities.

The maintypes of beneficiaries will be:
~/" National, regional and local public authorities and communities dealing with risk issues
/" Transnational, regional and local development agenciesoaganisatiors
/" Regional andolcal environmental agencies
~/ Universities, research institutes and innovation centres
/" Environmental protection organisations and NGOs
~/ Local communities
/" Civil society associations
/" Economic sectorselated to risks and risk management

Target groups will comprise the direct beneficiaries as well as the local communities and the civil society
as a whole, which will benefit from an enhanced integrated territorial management and risk prevention
and resilience strategies.

2.A.6.2 Guiding principles for the selection of operations

Please see, 2.A.6.2 from Priority- Investment Priority 1l5ection

Atlantic Area2014-2020, version 1.3 approved on 01 December 2063



2.A.6.3 Planned use of financial instruments

Not applicable

2.A.6.4 Planned use of major projects

Not applicable

2.A.6.5 Output indicators for investment priority 5b

Table 4 — 5b: Common and programme specific output indicators for investment priority 5b

Population benefiting from flood protection Programme

cozq ' °P 9 P Number | 500 000 gran Annual
measures monitoring
Population benefiting from forest fire Programme

cozy o 9 Number | 500 000 gran Annual
protectionmeasures monitoring
Number of case studies and pilot actions Programme

PlaL | N ua prot act Number 9 gran Annual
implemented monitoring
Number of technical and scientific publicatio Programme

PI® . ! ientific publicatiol Number 36 g . Annual
produced monitoring
Number of policy, strategy and operational Programme

PIB . policy 9y P Number 18 g . Annual
instruments produced monitoring
Number of actions for the dissemination and Programme

PIC . Number 45 g . Annual
capitalisation of results monitoring
Number of participants in actions for the Programme

PIG .u . .p cip .I . I Number 2925 g . Annual
dissemination and capitalisation of results monitoring

2.A.7 Performance framework for Priority Axis 3

Table 5 — PA3: Performance framework of the Priority Axis 3

Explanation of

. . Measurement . .
Indicator Indicator of key . Milestone | Final target relevance of
. . unit, where Source of dat{,
type implementation step apbropriate for 2018 (2023) indicator, where
Pprop appropriate
Outout Number of case studies Proaramme
3. . P PIQL |and pilot actions Number 1 9 g. .
indicator . monitoring
implemented
Number of policy,
Output Programme
3. . P PI03|strategy and operational  Number 2 18 g. .
indicator ) monitoring
instrumentsproduced
Financial Total eligible expenditur: Programme
3. . P106|certified and submitted Euros 2259 385 | 20 356 053 g. .
indicator o EC monitoring

Additional qualitative information on the establishmentof the performanceframework

| Details are provided iAnnex* Out put @dicdtorResnktept ual fr am(
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2.A.8 Categories of intervention for Priority Axis 3

Table 6 — PA3: Dimension 1 - Intervention field for Priority Axis 3

Priority | Code € amount
Axis

Priority | 021- Water management and drinking water conservation (including river basin manager 0
Axis 3 water supply, specific climate change adaptation measures, district and consumer met
charging systems and leak reduction)

087 - Adaptation to climatechange measures and prevention and management of clin| 4362011
related risks e.g. erosion, fires, flooding, storms and drought, including awareness raisin
protection and disaster management systems and infrastructures

088- Risk prevention anchanagement of nostlimate related natural risks (i.e. earthquakg 10905028
and risks linked to human activities (e.g. technological accidents), including awareness
civil protection and disaster management systems and infrastructures

Table 7 — PA3: Dimension 2 - Form of finance for Priority Axis 3

Priority Axis Code € amount

Priority Axis 3 | 01 - Nonrrepayable grant 15267039

Table 8 — PA3: Dimension 3 Territory type for Priority Axis 3

Priority Axis ‘ Code € amount

Priority Axis 3 07 - Not applicable 15267039

Table 9 — PA3: Dimension 6 - Territorial delivery mechanism for Priority Axis 3

Priority Axis ‘ Code € amount

Priority Axis 3 | 07 - Not applicable 15267039

2.A.9 A summary of the planned use of technical assistance including, where necessary,
actions to reinforce the administrative capacity of authorities involved in the management

and control of the programmes and beneficiaries and, where necessary, actions for to
enhance the administrative capacity of relevant partners to participa te in the
implementation of programmes

Not applicable

PRIORITY AXIS 4 ENHANCING BIODIVERSITY AND THE NATURAL AND CULTURAL ASSETS

2.A.1 Priority Axis

ID of Priority Axis 4

Title of the Priority Axis Enhancing biodiversity and the natural and cultural assets

|:| The entire Priority Axis will be implemented solely through financial instruments

|:| The entire Priority Axis will be implemented solely though financial instruments set up at Union level

|:| The entire Priority Axis will be implemented through community- led local development
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2.A.2 Justification for the establishment of a Priority Axis covering more than one thematic
objective

Not applicable

2.A.3 Fund and calculation basis for the Union support

Fund ERDF

Calculation basis (total eligible expenditure or eligible public expendity Total eligible expenditure

2.A4/6d - Investment Priority 6d

Investment Protecting and restoring biodiversity, soil protection and restoration and promoting
Priority 6d ecosystem services including NATURA 2000 and green infrastructures

2.A.5/6d - Specific Objective s corresponding to the investment priority 6d and expected
results

ID Specific Objective 4.1

Specific Objective Improving the protection of biodiversity and enhancing ecosystem services

Themain change sought will be the attainment of detter-protectedand preserved
biodiversity while enhancing environmentatesources through improved
cooperationable to bettercoordinate environmental management systems. As
result, measures adopted in the various Atlantic Area territories will be made r
compatible. Cooperation will therefore contribute to improved managem:
capacities in the territories both as concerns the environmental protection and
preservation of biodiversity ahthe enhancement of ecosysteservices.

Results sought

The impact of the currergxpanding and increasingly diversified human activities
similar or shared natural ecosystems, in particular marine and coastal ones, ar
evolution of physical conditions in a climate change context, which constitutes
reference situation, justify the development of common methodologies fi
surveillance, monitoring, learning and management adapted to the preservatic
this common natural asset.

TheProgramme will contribute to achieve this objective of promoting and protectir
the biodiversity and the sustainable managemaesft ecosystems through mori
intensive cooperation. This will support the improvement tife state of

conservation of natural habitats and terrestrial, aic and marine species
contributing to stopping the extinction of endangersgecies, develo@mnd valorise
ecosystem services, including those of the marine environment. It will also he
improve the acquisition, organisation and disseminati@f knavledge on
biodiversity:support to research, facilitation, management, training and awarer
raisingschemes

As aresult of transnational cooperation, the Atlantic Area Programme 202020
seeks to contribute to dongterm sustainable development by jmoving the
preservation and the compatibility with human use of natural ecosystems
particular regarding marine, coastal and river basin areas through strengthe
and/or enlargement of protected area3he development of initiatives within thi
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transnational framework will help to achieve a more integrated environmer
approach, considering economic and social issues in the management of resc
and natural spaces.

Table 3 — SO4.1: Programme specific result indicators for specific objective 4.1

Target
. Measurement Baseline Baseline & Source of Frequency
ID Indicator . Value .
Unit Value Year Data of reporting
(2023)
Degree of
coverage of
regional policies
in relation to
most reIevant_EU Surve)-/(to 2019 2021
4.1 recommendations Index G100 45,73 2016 57,10 AA regional and 2023
for the Authorities)

improvement of
biodiversity and
ecosystems
services.

2.A.6/6d - Actions to be supported under the investment priority  6d

2.A.6.1 Description of the type and examples of actions to be supported and their expected
contribution to the specific objectives, including, where appropriate, identification of the main
target groups, specific territories targeted and types of beneficiaries

Theactions implemented under this specific objective could help develop ecosystem protection and
biodiversity preservation actions aimed at providing a better knowledge of habitats and species and
defining of betteradapted management rules and proceduréd®e planned actionshave to (as
appropriate)contribute to the Biodiversity Strategy (target 2 on ecosystems) and Natura 2000 network
implementationincluding the establishment of transnational exchanges and links.

Examples of actions to be supported includ the following:
/" Actions to identify, assess and develop ecosystem services and green infrastructures

~/ Development of coordinated initiatives to better understand the conservation status of
ecosystems or species in geographical areas that are beyond theetence of a single country

/" Harmonsationand coordination of environmental management strategies in the Atlantic (e.qg.
implementation of the Marine Strategy Framework, Natura2000 networks, Vulnerable Marine
Ecosystem&AO International Guidelines, MarinBrotected AreaOSPAR, Ecologically or
Biolagically significant areaSBDetc.) to protect natural and deegea ecosystems.

/" Development of initiatives to preserve and protect the Atlantic natural species, landscapes and
sites of major natural interest a@ftlantic Arearegions

/" Development of concerted management procedures concerning emblematic species or species
with strong economic interest (fisheries resources, migratory species) and combating invasive
species
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~/ Development of pilot actions to test new stibns and methods concerning the preservation and
restoration of biodiversity

/" Development ofnitiatives aiming at mapping natural species habitats and the seabed

/ Promote marine biotedédnoV edhgel atnee bmlbdniatt &trii an
seabed and the assessment of their genetic s
and industry in the area of the Atliambivatfi v
marine bioproducts markets

/ Devel opmamygemdnt and enhancement Ateltdmotdisc ch
(i ncl bhas asgssment of the ecosystem services p

/" Development of methods for quality monitoring and enhancement of the coastalirdladd
waters

~/ Development ofcollecting and dseminating natural environmental data (environmental
observatory network), modeling aimed at improving forecasts and environmental management

/" Development ofioint or comparative methodologies for defining and managing environmental
natural protected areagconsidering economic activities)

/" Assessment of marine/coastal areas management modalities and of the impact of new maritime
economic activities

/" Development of concerted strategies to combat macro waste

/" Development of technological, legal, educationalitiag, financial and organisational solutions
in the field of ecosystem and biodiversity protection and conservation, including economic
appraisals and business cases to quantify social, community and evirononmental benefits and
value

/" Practical 'orhe-ground' demonstrations of new technigues aptbcessesnd best practices

/" Supporting process innovation to promote a more sustainable use of the natural resoarce,
traditional farming and land management practices

/" Development of education and awareneasgsing tools related to protection of biodiversity

/" Development of cooperation procedures and protocols with existing initiatives such as the OSPAR
Convention(Protection of the Marine Environment for the Norlfast Atlantiy

The above operations willontribute to the specific objective by developing and improving joint
environmental management systems and solutions to protect and preserve the Atlantic biodiversity and
natural ecosystems.

Training and awareness raising activities in this directionedkas the coordinated participation of the
key relevant stakeholders will also contribute to the protection of the biodiversity and natural
ecosystems of the region by promotingn#ore integrated and sustainable environmental approach
which considers egimmic and social issues in the management of resources and natural spaces.

The actions undertaken will also ensure that these common practices are integrated in regional policies
and actions contributing to improving the implementation of regional develepimpolicies and
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programmes in this fieldFurthermore, he outcomes and the priorities identified through the New
Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process for the Atlantic regind the conclusion of the Marine
biogeographical seminawill be taken into accout for the identification ofactions under this specific
objective.

Any newseabedexploitationwill need to undergo appropriate Strategic Environmental Assessment and
Environmental Impact Assessment that shall take full account of the need to achiedeE8olmgical
Status (GES) under the MSHDarine Strategy Framework Directivelhe latter would need an
assessment of the cumulative impacts of all activities, including bottom fishing/$EDhabitat type
(predominant, special) in the subregion (or a subdivision of this). Such assessments would determine
whether further impacts to a particular habitat type could be permitted and still achieve GES

Themain types of beneficiaries will be:

~/ National, regional and local public authorities responsible for environmental biodiversity
protection

/" Transnational, regional and local development agenciesoaganisatiors
/" Regional and local energy agencies

/" Regional and local environmental agencies

/" Reseath institutes and innovation centres

~/ Science and technology parks

/" Universities

/" Local communities

/" Civil society associations promotiagvironmental protection

/" Economic sector actors related to the sustainable exploitation of natural resources andtecosy
services.

Target groups will comprise the direct beneficiaries as well as the visitors and the civil society as a whole
which will benefit from aetter-protectedand concerted environmental ecosystem.

2.A.6.2 Guiding principles for the selection of operations
Please see, 2.A.6.2 from Priority- Investment Priority 1t5ection
2.A.6.3 Planned use of financial instruments

Not applicable

2.A.6.4 Planned use of major projects

Not applicable
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2.A.6.5 Output indicators for investment priority 6d

Table 4 — 6d: Common and programme specific output indicators for investment priority 6d

Measurement Target value Frequency o

Source of data

Indicator(name of indicator)

unit (2023) reporting
) Programme

C022| Total surface area of rehaldied land Hectares 1 g . Annual
monitoring
Surface area of habitats supported in order Programme

coz3 >U" S SUPP Hectares 2500 gran Annual
attain a better conservaon status monitoring
Number of case studies and pilot actions Programme

Pl . P Number 12 g . Annual
implemented monitoring
Number of technical and scientific Programme

PI - Number 48 g . Annual
publications produced monitoring
Number of policy, strategy and operational Programme

PIG . policy 9y P Number 24 g . Annual
instruments produced monitoring
Number of actions for theissemination and Programme

PIO4 noer ot Number 60 g . Annual
capitalisation of results monitoring
Number of participants in actions for the Programme

PIG | TBUMbEr of participants In act Number 3900 gran Annual
dissemination and capitalisation of results monitoring

2.A4/6c - Investment Priority 6¢C

Investment Priority 6c  Conserving, protecting, promoting and developing natural and cultural heritage

2.A.5/6¢c - Specific Objective s corresponding to t he investment priority 6c¢ and expected
results

ID Specific Objective 4.2

Specific Objective Enhancing natural and cultural assets to stimulate economic development

Results sought Themain change sought is animproved cooperatiorin view of a better exploitation anc
preservation of the Atlantic natural and cultural assets leading to an enha
attractiveness of the Area allowing the region to attract new visitors and to generate
products and services contributing to develogpaomic activities, create new local job
fix and attract people and create synergies contributing to the improvement of the s
well-being of populations.

The main challenge, due toreference situation where key assets of the area well
preserved and quality natural landscapes, rich biodiversity and importanttural
heritage, with around 30 UNESCO world heritage siiesconfronted to natural, climate
change, demographic, economic and urban pressuard pollutions will be to enhance
the Atlantic Area identity and improve its attractiveness.

The Programme will provide the framework for the exchange and interaction of loc
communities and authorities and organisations involved in the protection and promc
of the natural and cultural herige in order to develop adapted and joint strategésd
measures, tools and models. Joirgustainableactions should be designed in view
promoting and developing the Atlantic territories and natural landscapes (marine
coastal environments, geoparKkerestry resources, gen areas, inland waterwaysycle
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tracks and footpathsetc.) as well as the cultural heritage (tradition, historysganomy,
cultural industriesetc.) and identity with a sought economic and social impact on I¢
communities. Common strategies will be promoted in order to direct gbstainaible
exploitation of the cultural and natural heritage towards higher added value prod
and services, includg sutainaible tourism. The Programme will also facilitate tt
valorisation of local traditional economic and productive activities, services and se:
and increase the economic return of cultural and environmental based econ
activities.

As aresult of transnational cooperation, the Atlantic Area 2012020 seeks to achiev
an enhancement andustainablecapitalsation of its vast natural and cultural assets -
create new sources of wealth. Improving the attractiveness of the territories
contribute togenerate more visits and tourists coming to the Atlantic Area, develop
local economic activity and jobs andiiease the welbeing of citizens.

Table 3 — SO4.2: Programme specific result indicators for specific objective 4.2

Target
Measurement Baseline Baseline g Source of Frequency
ID Indicator Value of
Unit Value Year Data .
(2023) reporting
Degree of coveragef
regional policies in
relation to most
relevant EU Survey(to 2019
4.2 recommendations for Index G100 56,68 2016 65,27 regional 2021and
cultural and natural Authorities) 2023
assets as factor of loce

economic
development.

2.A.6/6¢C - Actions to be supported under the investment priority ~ 6¢

2.A.6.1 Description of the type and examples of actions to be supported and their expected
contribution to the specific objectives, including, where appropriate, identification of the main
target groups, specific territories targeted and types of beneficiaries

Theactions to be implemented under this priority will aim atbetter exploitation of the natural and
cultural heritage of the Atlantic Area in order to improve the attractiveness of tha anel contribute

to attract new visitors, to develop new products and services and develop new local jobs and economic

activity. Examples of actions to be supported are:

/" Development of strategies, policies and initiatives capitalising on the Atlanticaiudiod natural
heritage by public institutions, enterprises, NGOs and local population. The objectivers/&t
natural resources and the cultural heritage int¢earitorial marketing asseof the Atlantic Area,

with a view to generate specific newqalucts, services and tools having an economic impact a

local and regional level
/" Development of joint actions to preserve the cultuaald naturalheritage
/" Development of cultural activities and events

/" Development otultural tourism and industries
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Enhance the competitiveness of small and medium sized cultural enterprises
Development ofmarketing and promotion strategies for cultural activities
Value theexisting cultural andustaindle heritage tourist attractions

Initiatives tovalueculturalcreation in other sectors

Development of joint initiatives to promote a transnational identity of the Atlantic cultural
heritage Development of the creative and craft industries sector in the Atlantic Area

Enhancement of the attractiveness of traditioredonomic and productive activities, jobs and
services

Development ofsubsectors andsustaindle touristic products: coastahctivities and spos,
nautical activities, cruises; coastal, rural and farm produgestronomy, wellness, cultural
products, pilgimage and religious events and business tourism

Development of nautical activities, marine leisure (integrated development of a nautical sector,
promoting the growth of economic activities in coastal areas, job creation, social integration and
coastal pne preservation)

Development of management tools and exchange of kinow on the economic enhancement
of protected site/areas

Development of training and ugkilling in the tourism sector to help coastal community
representatives to become ambassadorslamampions for their areas

Improving hformation and Communication Technologea®d Digital Skills to promote accessible
online content on areas of heritage and culture in tourism

Practical orhe-grounddemonstrations of new techniques apdocessesndof best practices

Establishment of common indicators and analysis systems to measure the impact of tourism on
growth of Atlantic territories

Development of education and awarenesssing relateetools
Development ofcotourismprojects

Development of management tools for protected sites allowg for the reconciliation of
conservation objectives and economic activities.

Thecontribution to the specific objective will result from the implementation of operations aiming at
preserving and valorising thé&ch cultural and natural heritage of the Atlantic Area in order to enhance
the attractiveness of the region to attract new visitors and develop new local jobs and economic activity.

With this purpose, operations to preserve capitalise and improve the gemant of the natural
landscapes and cultural identity will be promoted. The Programme will also contribute to the specific
objective of enhancing the attractiveness of the Atlantic region through actions to enltauigonal
economic and productive agities in order to increase its economic return. Finally, projects developing
niche tourist attractions and products will also contribute to the cagtdalonof the Atlantic natural

and cultural heritage and the enhancement of the attractiveness of tha.a
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The actions undertaken will also ensure that these common practices are integrated in regional policies
and actions contributing to improving the implementation of regional development policies and
programmes in this field.

Themain target groups and types of beneficiaries will be:

/" National, regional and local public authorities responsible for the management, exploitation
and promotion of natural areas and/or cultural heritage

/" Transnational, regional and local development agenciesoaganisatiors
/" Regional and local environmental agencies

/" Regional and local tourism agencies

/" Business networks and associations

/" Chambers of commerce

/" Local communities

/" Civil society associations promoting natural and cultural heritage

Thetarget groups will compri® the direct beneficiaries as well as the visitors and the civil society as a
whole, which will benefit from a more attractive and better positioned Atlantic territory to attract
visitors and develop new local jobs and economic activity.

2.A.6.2 Guiding pinciples for the selection of operations

Please see, 2.A.6.2 from Priority- Investment Priority 1t5ection

2.A.6.3 Planned use of financial instruments

Not applicable

2.A.6.4 Planned use of major projects

Not applicable

2.A.6.5 Output indicators for investment priority 6¢

Table 4 — 6¢: Common and programme specific output indicators for investment priority 6¢

Increase in expected numbef visits to
. . - Programme
CO09 supported sites of cultural and natural herita¢ visits/year 3000 . Annual
. monitoring
and attractions
Number of case studies and pilot actions Programme
Pia . P number 14 g . Annual
implemented monitoring
Number of technical andcientific publications Programme
Pi@ P number 56 g . Annual
produced monitoring
Number of policy, strategy and operational Programme
PIG . policy o P number 28 g . Annual
instruments produced monitoring
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Pl | Number of actions for the dissemination and Programme
. number 70 L Annual
capitalisation of results monitoring
Number of participants in actions for the Programme
PIG . . 'p P L number 4550 g . Annual
dissemination and capitalisation of results monitoring

2.A.7 Performance framework for Priority Axis 4

Table 5 — PA4: Performance framework of the Priority Axis 4

Explanation
Measurement of relevance

Indicator Indicator of key : Milestone | Final target Source of o
unit, where of indicator,
where

appropriate

type implementation step T for 2018 (2023) data

Outout Number of case studies Programme
4| P PIQL [and pilot actions Number 2 26 g. .
indicator . monitoring
implemented
Number of policy,
Output . Programme
4| P P103|strategy and operational  Number 4 52 g. .
indicator . monitoring
instruments produced
Financial Total eligible expenditur: Proaramme
4| P106|certified and submitted t Euros 3983889 52 644 961 g. .
indicator EC monitoring

Additional qualitative information on the establishmentof the performance framework

| Details are provided iAnnex Out put and R-esownlctesp tiumadi cf artao1

2.A.8 Categories of intervention for Priority Axis 4

Table 6 — PA4: Dimension 1 - Intervention field for Priority Axis 4

Priority | Code € amount

Axis

Priority | 074- Development angoromotion of tourism assets in SMEs 596126

Axis 4 075- Development and promotion of tourism services in or for SMEs 596126
076- Development and promotion of cultural and creative assets in SMEs 596126
077- Development and promotion of cultural amdeative services in or for SMEs 596126
083- Air quality measures 596126
084- Integrated pollution prevention and control (IPPC) 1788381
085- Protection and enhancement of biodiversity, nature protection and green infrastruc{ 12009633
086 - Protection, restoration and sustainable use of Natura 2000 sites 7205778
090- Cycle tracks and footpaths 1788381
091- Development and promotion of the tourism potential of natural areas 1788381
092- Protection, development and promotion of pubtmurism assets 2980634
093- Development and promotion of public tourism services 2980634
094 - Protection, development and promotion of public cultural and heritage assets 2980634
095- Development and promotion of public cultural and heritagggvices 2980634
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Table 7 — PA4: Dimension 2 - Form of finance for Priority Axis 4

Priority Axis ‘ Code € amount

Priority Axis4 | 01 - Nonrepayable grant 39483720

Table 8 — PA4: Dimension 3 - Territory type for Priority Axis 4

Priority Axis ‘ Code € amount

Priority Axis4 | 07- Not applicable 39483720

Table 9 — PA4: Dimension 6 - Territorial delivery mechanism for Priority Axis 4

Priority Axis Code € amount

Priority Axis4 | 07- Not applicable 39483720

2.A.9 A summary of the planned use of technical assistance including, where necessary,
actions to reinforce the administrative capacity of authorities involved in the management
and control of the programmes and beneficiaries and, where necessary, actions for to
enhance the administrative capacity of re levant partners to participate in the
implementation of programmes

Not applicable

SECTION 2.B. A description of the Priority Axis for technical assistance

PRIORITY AXIS 5 TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

2.B.1 Priority Axis

ID of Priority Axis 5

Title of the Priority Axis Technical assistance

2.B.2 Fund and calculation basis for the Union support

Fund ERDF

Calculation basis (total eligible expenditure or eligible public expendity Total eligible expenditure

2.B.3 Specific Objective s and expected results

ID Specific Objective 5.1

Specific Objective Ensure an efficient and effective Programme management and enhance the visibility
and capitalisation of Programme results

Results sought The main result sought is to deliver a sound and simplified management and con
system, with effective monitoring, accounting and progress evaluation of |
programme and projects, regular coordination and exchange of kinow and
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experience with other ETC programmes ane talevant communication and publicit
strategy in view of improving the visibility and capitalisation of results for L
programme beneficiaries and stakeholders.

The reference situation is the Atlantic Area Programme 20@Q013, with a
management, communication and control system tuned to the achievemen
significant results thanks to a good level of interaction with all beneficiaki&and

Programme bodies supported by a communicatfgatform, adapted to Programmi
s t a k e hreédd &nd & duick dissemination of data and information. The cree
of an articulated Information System with a web collaborative communication platf
facilitating collaboration, while ensuring an adequatevel of data safety anc
confidentiality protection, was instrumental to the success of the management
control system.

To build on these achievements and bring improvements, Phegramme will
continue to strengthen linkages among Programme bodiesplementing a
communication strategy that will be designed to promote funding opportunities,
visibility of the Programme and the capitali®on of Programme and project results.
consensual decision making process will ensure appropriate fairnesspaeency and
accountability; coordination with other ETC programmes will facilitate joint w
addressed to common issues and to foster the exchange of experience anehkow
The Monitoring system will be upgraded whilst an evaluation plan for thevellp of
Programme progress will be implemented.

As result of all the above, Programme management bodies will work closely
guarantee, in full independence and accountability, the sound delivery of
Programme. The coordination with other ETC ProgramrpeBcies and Communit
instruments will be keyin view of fosteringgenerating synergies with other
programmes being implemented in the different Atlantic territories. The Progran
will be made visible not only for direct beneficiaries, but also forligytsocial and
business decision makers, as well as for European organisations, public opinic
citizens. Programme communication will be more pertinent, regular and acces:
Capitalisation will be more effective with tangible impacts of Programesalts.

ID

Specific Objective 5.2

Specific Objective

Results sought

Guarantee an effective support to project applicants and beneficiaries and enhance
the visibility and capitalisation of projects results

The main result sought is a strengthened capacity of project applicamssubmit

project proposals with high potential to contribute to the programme goals, as we
an enhanced ability of beneficiaries tamplement successfullyhigh quality
transnational projectsProgrammebodies will work closely in view of reducing tt
administrative burden, through the simplification of rules and proceduses to

facilitate the capitalisation of project deliverables and of their contribution

Programme results.

Thereference situation is the existing support available in the 268013 Programme,
where an appropriate framework for the effectiveness of project calls, ensu
transparency in the selection procedures, an efficient management and control
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high performance in the achiemgent of project results already exists. Howev:
experience requires egoing efforts to improve the quality in the support provided
project applicants and beneficiaries with the objective of ensuring a smoa
implementation of the projects supportedy the Programme.Accordingly,the

Programme will address the need to further build capacity of applicants ai
beneficiaries to participate in operations and to take upséxg resultsby means of
guidance trainings andseminars for Lead Partners of apped projects and other

consultations and support offered by the Managing Author{iA), the Joint
Secretariat and the National Corresponderssidesprojectselection criteria will be
further perfected and adapted to the new Programme requirementsilevtan

independent selection will continue to be provided. Harmonisation and simplifica
of control procedures, appropriate technical documentation and training

managementcontrollers will also besupplied, as these are key success aspe
regarding high performance control procedures. Communication and publicit
projects will be framed by a specific scheme. Thematic seminars addressed !
exchange of experience, best practices and knowledge betwegects will be carried
out -in this context, a database with the technical and scientific documents prodi
by projects, properly calogued, will be made available.

As aresult of all the above, it is expected that aincreased capacity of applicants ar
beneficiaries to participate in the programme witigh quality projects will be
achieved, contributing with tangible and visible outcomes to the attainmeht
Programme results. More harmonised and simplified procedures and rules will re
the administative burden, guarantee lower operating costs and improve ti
efficiency in project implementation, while ensuring reporting validation, fui
reimbursements and audits at the right time and with absolute transparency.

2.B.4 Result indicators

Table 10 - Programme-specific result indicators for Priority Axis 5 (Technical Assistance)

Not applicable

2.B.5 Actions to be supported and their expected contribution to the specific objective

2.B.5.1 Description of actions to be supported and their expected contribution to the specific
objectives

Description of the type and examples of actions to be supported under Specific Objective 5.1

The Programme aims to support actions to intensify cooperation between Programme btmdies
strengthen a sound management and control systand to enhance the visibility and capitalisation of
Programme results.

The principal actions todbcarried out in the framework of this specific objective include the following:

/" Settingup a JointSecreériat (J§ adapted to the challenges and ambition of the new programme
with a structure, composition and in conditions established by Programme MeBiiages.

/" Desigmg, approval and implementingocedural rules for a sound and efficient decisioaking
process and an effective folloup and implementation of decisions.
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Designimg, approval and implementing Programme Communication Strategy and a Programme
Communication Plan, complemented by Marketing and Communication Annual Actions Plans.
Implementing alipping system to monitor the references to the Programme in the Atlantic Area
media.

Designing and implementing userfriendly collaborative communication platform, providing
easy access to information and allowing easy exchange of information bet®emramme
structures.

Designing and impmentinga programme management information system and electronic forms
for projects application, reporting and amendment.

Preparing and implementing calls for proposals, including the development of guidance
documerts setting out the conditions for the support of operations

Preparing eligibilityules to be observed in projeapplications budget proposals

Settingup and implementing procedures for the quality assessment, monitoring and control of
implementedprojects.

Designing and implementing monthly followup system with relevant information about
Programme and projects implementation.

Designing and implementing procedures for the quality assessment, monitoring and control of
projects, having in consideratidhe objectives of harmonisation, simplification and reduction of
administrative burden for beneficiaries.

Designing and implementing rules and procedures for the certification of expenditure and for
submitting payments claims to EC.

Collecting and repoimg data concerning indicators and milestones and the progress of the
Programmen achieving its objectives.

Establishing & ITsystem to record and store project data necessary for monitoring, evaluation,
financial management, verification and audit.

Desgning and implementing therogrammeevaluation plan and followap on the findings of the
independentProgrammeezvaluations.

Designing andrganisingregular information disseminationna resultcapitalisation gents,calls

for projects and Programmannual eventsand the relevant tools

Designing, promoting and implementing a coordination plan addressed to other ETC Programmes
in view of developing joint work covering common issues and exchange of experience and know
how.

Designing and implementing aaudit strategy, settingip a group of auditors and organizing
group of auditors meetings, implementing system and operations audits and the fopoof
recommendations, submitting to EC an annual audit report and participating on transnational and
EC metngs related to audits.

Establishing and impleméing a plan for projects clodellow-up and in situ visits.

Description of the type and examples of actions to be supported under Specific Objective 5.2

The Programme aims to support actioms strengthen the support to project applicants and
beneficiariesand to enhance the visibility and capitalisation of projects results.

The principal actions todocarried out in the framework of this specific objective include the following:
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Designing and developinguidance documents for applicants and beneficiaries for the
preparation of project proposals, the implementation, evaluation, control, communication and
capitalisation of approved operations.

Organising information and training events to strengthen thpawdty of applicants to develop
project proposals contributing to the Programr8©and expected results.

Organising information and training events to strengthen the capacity of beneficiaries to the
sound implementation of projects, covering issues likejgnt and financial management,
reporting, monitoring, control, audit, communication and capitalisation.

Designing guidance, and organising information and training events concerning the take up of
results and achievements into policies, strategies andstment plans.

Designing guidance, and implementing information and training eventsnfanagement
controllers in view of supplying them with the relevant and precise information on control
procedures.

Designing and implementirydatabase of technical asdientific knowledge containing technical
and scientific papers produced by projects, properly catalogued and accessible online to all
interested users.

Designing and implementing a collaborative network of thematic seminars addressed to the
exchange of xperiences, good practices and knowledge between projects with similar scope of
action.

Designing and implementing a projegeb forum to foster the development of new networks of
cooperation and of new project ideas.

Designing guidance concerning commatien and publicity rules and of related monitoring
requirements applied to beneficiaries.

Designing and implementingn IT monitoring system allowing for a sound follayp of. i) the
progress of projects and facilitatiggerformanceevaluation of, ii)corrective actions

Designing and implementing a knowledge base for projects aiming to streamline simplified
information to projects and feedback covering relevant issues detected by Prograndies lom

all aspects of projedmplementation.

2.B.5.2 Outputindicators expected to contribute to results

Table

1D

11 - Output indicators for Priority Axis 5 (Technical Assistance)

Measurement Target Source of Frequency
unit value data of reporting

Indicator(name of indicator)

Number of managing documents,
. . Programme
5.11 | instruments and services developed and | Number - L Annual
. monitoring system
implemented
Number of meetings organized b
5.12 . gsorg y Number - ng.ramme Annual
Programme bodies monitoring system
Number of participants in meetings
5.13 . P P ) g Number - Programme Annual
organized byProgramme bodies monitoring system
Number of information and capitatation
. . Programme
5.14 | seminars and conferences organized by | Number - L Annual
. monitoring system
Programme bodies
Number of participants in informatioand
L . Programme
5.15 | capitalsationseminars and conferences | Number - L Annual
. . monitoring system
organized by Programme bodies
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ID

Indicator(name of indicator)

Target
value

Measurement ‘

unit

Source of
data

Frequency
of reporting

Number of studies, surveys and evaluatio Programme
5.16 . . Number - - Annual
actions implemented monitoring system
Number ofworkshops and training events
5.21 . P . 9 Number - ng.ramme Annual
organized by Programme bodies monitoring system
Number of participants in workshops and
- . Programme
5.2.2 | training events organized by Programme | Number - - Annual
. monitoring system
bodies
Average time del ay Programme
5.23 . Days - . Annual
and payment claims monitoring system
Average time for t£H
5.24 . 9 - Days - ng.ramme Annual
reporting and payment claims monitoring system
Average time oproject partners
5.25 . g project p Days - Programme Annual
reimbursements monitoring system
Number of system and operations audits
5.26 y P Number - Programme Annual
performed monitoring system
Number of employees whose salaries are,
53.1 . i FTE - Programme Annual
cofinanced by TA monitoring system

2.B.6 Categories of intervention

Table 12 - Dimension 1 - Intervention field for Priority Axis 5 (Technical Assistance)

Priority Axis

Priority Axis 5

Code € amount

121- Preparation, implementation, monitoring and inspection 6000565
122- Evaluation and studies 1200113
123- Information and communication 1200113

Table 13 - Dimension 2 - Form of finance for Priority Axis 5 (Technical Assistance)

€ amount

Priority Axis ‘ Code

Priority Axis 5

001- Nonrepayable grant

8400791

Table 14 - Dimension 3 - Territory type for Priority Axis 5 (Technical Assistance)

€ amount

Priority Axis ‘ Code

Priority Axis 5

07- Not applicable

8400791
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SECTION 3. THE FINANCING PLAN OF THE COOPERATION PROGRAMME

3.1 Financial appropriation from the ERDF

Table 15 - ERDF per year

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Total ‘
ERDF 17 085055 14480980 26311857 26838094 27374856 27922352 140013 194

3.2.A Total financial appropriation from the ERDF and national co -financing

Table 16 - Financing plan

Indicative breakdown of

Basis for the U National | the national counterpart | Total funding| Co-financing
calculation of the (a)pp counterpart National National | € =(@) + (b rate

EU support (b) =(c) +(d) Public private (f) = (a)/(e)

©) (d)

PAl ERDF Total eligible costs 47117240 15705 748 12 564 594 3141150 62822988 75%
PA2 ERDF Total eligible costs| 29744404 9914302 7931842 198296( 39659206 75%
PA3 ERDF Totaleligible costs 15267039 508014 4071211 1017 803 20356053 75%
PA4 ERDF Total eligible costs| 39483720 13161 241 10528993| 2632 24f§ 52644961 75%
PA5 ERDF Publiceligible costs 8400791 1482493 1482493 0 9883284 85%
Total ERDF 140013194 | 45353298 36579137| 8774161 185 366 492 76%

3.2.B Breakdown of the financial plan per Priority Axis and thematic objective

Table 17 - Breakdown of the financial plan per Priority Axis and thematic objective

Priority Axis Thematic Objective Union Support National Counterpart Total funding
Priority Axis 1 TO1 b) 47 117 240 15 705 748 62 822 988
Priority Axis 2 TO4 a) 15 530 264 5176 755 20 707 019

TO6 g) 14 214 140 4738 047 18 952187
Priority Axis 3 TO5 b) 15 267 039 5089 014 20 356 053
Priority Axis 4 TO6 d)c) 39 483 720 13 161 241 52 644 961
Priority Axis 5 N.A 8400791 1482493 9883284
TOTAL 140 013 194 4535 3298 185 366 492

Table 18 - Indicative amount of support to be used for climate change objectives

Priority Axis The indicative amount of support to be used Share of the total allocation to the
iority Axi
L for climate change objectives (EUR) cooperation programme (%)

Priority Axis 1 0.00 0.00%
Priority Axis 2 19 871794.20 1419%
Priority Axis 3 8 724 022.2 6.23%
Priority Axis 4 7 332689.80 5.24%
Priority Axis 5 0.00 0.00 %
TOTAL 35928506.20 25.66%
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SECTION 4. INTEGRATED APPROACH TO TERRITORIAL DEVELOPMENT

4.1 Community -led local development

Notapplicable

4.2 Integrated actions for sustainable urban development

Not applicable

4.3 Integrated Territorial Investment (ITI)

Not applicable

4.4 Contribution of planned interventions to Sea basin strategies

The Atlantic regionsra covered by the AtlantidctionPlan, whicHollows the Maritime Strategy in the
Atlantic Area

The Maritime Strategy for the Atl antic Ocean AI
consistent with the EU 2020 agenda and its flagshifatiie that promotes territorial cohesion and that
takes into account the international di mensi on
European policy and initiatives until 2020 and its implementation will be strictly linked to existin
programmes (among which the Atlantic Area has a crucial role), through which the proposed actions are
to be financed and implemented, ensuring that the Stratpgysewill not create any additional impact

on the EU budget.

The Action Plan explicitly mentions the Atlantic Programme as a way to foster joint projects and actions:
“European Territorial Cooperation (for exampl e
funded through the ERDF, provides a mechanism faghfmuring regions and cities from different EU
MSto work together and learn from each other through projects that explore options to cooperate on
common c¢ h#lthiseantgxe s & . At | ant i ¢ Aphe dvgMSIaswed asothekkey
partners, which have participated in thecooperation pogramme drafting process agreed on the
relevance and appropriateness thie Atlantic Maritime Strategy. Asrasult, the Atlantic Action Plan

has been taken into account in the assessment of the needs anceiched, definition ofSOand
elaboration of types of actions to be supported. Thgantic Action Plammas also served as a guide for

the selection and priosation of the sectors and specific territories where the Programwié be
focussed on.

First, a tear coherence can be observed between teads and challenges identified in theMaritime
Strategy and theooperation programmeOn one hand, thétlantic Action Plaridentifies five priority
challenges, whicleonstitute the umbrella under which the actiolsive beendefined and targeted.
They are thechallenges of delivering growth, reducing the carbon footprint, using the sea's natural
resources sustainably, responding effectively to threats and emergencidsimplementing an
"ecosystem" management approach in Atlantic waters. On the other hitnedpneeds and challenges
which the presentooperation programmeeeks to address are relaténlthe necessity of accelerating
intelligent growth in the Atlantic Areahe promotionof a resourceefficiert economy, the need to
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increase the preparedness and provide a better response to risks derived from climate change and
human activities, a better management of the environment and Mtlantic Ared s nat ur al r e
and the exploitation of the natural and cultural assets by local communities.

Furthermore and in line with the abovehe path of thecooperation programmedrafting has been
defined by taking into accounlte four overarching priorities and the series®®set up by the Atlantic
Action Plan. Thelescriptionbelow demonstrates thecontribution of the Atlantic Area Cooperation
Programme’s SO to the Atlantic Action Plan.

The Priority Axis 1 of th&tlantic Areacooperation programmés clearly coherent and will contribute to
the PAL of the étion Plan as both of them aim at promotimgnovation by enhancing capacities,
encouraging networking and cooperation between the institutional, researchpaivéite actors and
promoting knowledge transfer.

The contribution of theAtlantic Areacooperation programmeo the second Priority Axis of the Action
Plan, will come through operations financed undReority Axis3.1, providing territorial management
and risk preventiortools for climate change adaptation and risk preventispecific objective 4.to
enhancethe protectionof biodiversity and ecosysteservices and Priority Axis 2 seekingtmtribute
to a better resource efficiency in the Atlantic Area.

Actions to inprove accessibility and connectivity have not been prioritised underAtigntic Area
cooperation pogrammesince the ongoing evaluation of the Atlantic Area Transnationaperation
programme2007-2013 showed a very scarckemand of projects under former Priority related to
accessibility and transport.

Finally, @erationsunder Specific Objective 2Zwill seek toenhance the naturahnd cultural heritage
leading toan enhanced attractiveness of the Area allowing the region to attract new visitors and develop
new localjobs, economic activitytherefore contributing to the fourth Priority of the ActidPlan, which
aimsat creating a socially inclusiamd sustainable model of regional development.

In order to ensure the complementarity and the contribution of the Atlantic Area Cooperation
Programme to the Atlantic Area Maritime strategy a series of mechanisms will be implemented:

~/ Theguiding principls for the selection of operations foresee thathen applicableprojects
shouldshowtheir coherencewith andcontribution to the Atlantic Area Maritime Strateggoth
the projects’ i ntermedi ate and f i re@htprojecgsor t s
would need to explain how the activities and results achieved contribute to the Atlantic Area
Maritime Strategy s Ac t;i on Pl an

/" Smilarly, and build on the contributions reported by projects, the Programme Annual
Implementation Report will describe how the Programme as a wboigributes to the Atlantic
Area Maritime StrategyA list of projectscontributing to the strategywith the relevant
informationwill also be provided

~/ Complementarity withgeographically anthematically overlapping programmes the Atlantic
area, such Northwest Europe, SUDOE, North Seartivn Periphery and Artic transnational
programmes and the relevant crosborder pogrammes national programmes/regional
programmes, will be sought to ensure the exchange of experience and best practices.

/" dose links between the CP and DG MARE, REGIO and other relevant DGs, national representatives
and stakeholders of the Atlic Strategy, national focal points tfe Atlantic Strategy wilbe
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established to ensure a quality information flownutual consultations andooperationon the
organisation of everst
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SECTION 5. IMPLEMENTING PROVISIONS FOR THE COOPERATION PROGRAMME

5.1 Relevant authorities and bodies

Table 21 - Programme authorities

Authority/body Name of the authority/body Head of the authority/body

Comisséo de Coordenacéo e Desenvolvimentc
Regional do NortéCCDHN)

Managing Authority  Rua Rainha [Estefania, 251
4150134 Porto, Portugal
ma@atlanticarea.eu

Fernando Freire de Sousa

President of the CCEBR

Agéncia para @esenvolvimento e CoesabP.
Certifying Authority (AD&C) Duarte Rodrigues

Avenida 5 de Outubro, n.° 153 Vicepresident of the Conselho
1050053Lisboa, Portugal Diretivo daAD&C

Presidente@adcoesao.pt

Inspecé@eGeral de Financas

ia Vi José Antonio Viegas Ribeiro
Audit Authority Rua Angefiia Vidal, 41

1199005 LisboaPortugal Subinspetor Geral

viegasribeiro@igf.min-financas.pt

The body to which payments will be made by the Commission is:
the ManagingAuthority
the Certifying Authority

Table 22 - Body or bodies carrying out control and audit tasks

Authority/body Name of the authority/body Head of the authority/body

Body or bodies designated to carry out control tasks

France Préfecture de la région Pays de la Loire Nicole Klein
david.rousseau@payde-la-loire.pref.gouv.fr
Secrétariat général pour les affaires régionale

Prégte de la région Pays de |

6, quai CeinerayBP 33515 Loire
44035 Nantes Cedex 1
France
Ireland Northernand Western Regional Assembly,  David Minton

dminton@nwra.ie
The Square, Ballaghaderreen
County Roscommon
Ireland

Portugal Agéncigpara oDesenvolvimento e Coesao Luis Castilho
presidente@adcoesao.pt
Av. 5 de Outubro, n.° 153
1050053 Lishoa Portugal

Director of the NWRA

Vogalof the Conselho Diretivo dé
AD&C
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Spain D.G. Fondos Comunitarios Maria del Carmen Hernande
Secretaria de Estado de Presupuestos y Gas Martin
Ministeriode Hacienda y Administraciones
Publicas
MCHernandez@sepg.minhap.es
Paseo de la Castellana 162
28071 Madrid- Espafa

United Kingdom Department for Communities and Loc Sam Lucas
Government
Sam.lucas@communities.gsi.gov.uk
2 Marsham Street
LondonSW1P 4DF
United Kingdom

Body or bodies designated to be responsible for carrying out audit tasks/

Vocal asesora

Head of TerritoriaCooperation

Audit Authority and InspecéeGeral deFinancas José Antonio Viegas Ribeiro
Group of Auditors viegasribeiro@igf.mufinancas.pt
Rua Angelina Vidal, 41
1199005 Lisboa
Portugal

SubinspectorGeral

5.2. Procedure for setting up the J oint Secretariat

In accordance with Article 28f Regulation(EU) No 1299/201,3he Managing Authority (MARfter
consultation with theMSparticipating in the Programmehallset up a transnationalSbased in Porto,
Portugal.lt will be hosted on the premises of tiA at the address mentioned above.

TheJSshall have an adequate size and profile regarding the envisaged taskespuhsibilities The
Director has a key role in motivating and coordinati®gork towards programme implementation and
results deliveryand coordination with MS representativegarticularly National Correspondents and
managementcontrollers TheDirector shares with the MA representative the key role of establishing
the strategic relation withMS for this purpose he/she will hold adequate Member State policy
knowledge and will gtablish regular contacts at the relevant level with Progranstaéeholders. The
JSshall have relevant technical expertise and knowledge on programme/project management and
monitoring and adequate acquired specialist knowledge on the relevant theraegis. The MA shall
ensure that the necessary training é¢mhanceknowledge anduild on existing capacities is provided to
JSstaff. TheJScomposition and staff recruitment procedure shall be approved byMiSparticipating

in the Programme following a pposal of theMA.

The possibilityo reappoint some membersf the JSstaff of the 20072013 Programmeés envisaged by
MS following evaluation of the existing profiles and programsneeeds in the futureFor the remaining
posts, @ openpubliccompetitiverecruitment procelure shall be organised.

5.3. A summary description of the management and control arrangements
5.3.1. Joint implementation structure and division of tasks

The management structure of the Programme is composed of the follovadpé:
/" Managing Authority (MA),

/" JointSecretariat 3,
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/" Certifying Authority (CA),

/" Audit Authority (AA),

/" Group of Auditors,

/" Monitoring Committee MC),

/" Network of National Correspondents (NC)

Their main tasks and functions of the Programme bodies are described below:

Managing Authority

TheMSpatrticipating in the programme have reconducted the CBD&MA; it will fulfil the functions

laid down inArticle 125 of Regulation (EU) No3032013 and Article 23 of Regulation (EU) No
1299/2013 Pursuantto those regulatoryprovisions,the MA, assisted by thelS is responsible for
delivering a sound and efficient management and implementation of the Programme, Including ensuring
a wide and effectiv@romotion and visibility of the Programme in the Atlantic Area Programme regions.

The MA representative has a key role in the programme in particular as regards the interaction with
CCDR, theJSand theMS A strong commitment to relate witMStherefore needs a good knowledge

of MSnational policiestegular contacts wittMSrepresentatives and stakeholders shall be undertaken
by the MA representative.

As far as the management of tlceoperation programmé s concer ned, i tityfos t h«
collect, store and make the required information available to M€, beneficiaries and intermediate

bodies for them to carry out their tasks. In particular, the MA will provideMi@&with data related to

the progress of thecooperation pogrammein achieving its objectives, financial data and data on
indicators and milestones. With this purpose, the MA will establish a system to record andatane

a computerised form on each operation necessary for monitoring, evaluation, financial management
verification and audit, including data on individual participants in operations. The MA is also responsible
for drawing up and submitting to the Commissitie annual and final implementation reports.

Regarding the selection of operations, the MA shall drgmand propose for approval by thdCthe
selection criteria and procedures. Furthermore, it shall verify the sound application of approved
selection criteria and procedures in order to ensure thedested operations fall within the scope of the
Atlantic Areacooperation pogramme contribute to the expected result of the correspoimd) specific
objective and meethe administrative and financial requirements.

Finally, and related to the financial magement and control of theooperation pogramme the MA

shall satisfy itself that the expenditure of each beneficiary participating in an operation has been verified
by a designated controller. The MA will not proceed withnagement verificationgachMS will set up

its own system for the beneficiaries located on its territd?ytting in place effective and proportionate
anti-fraud measures and setting up proceduresdonsure an adequate audit trawill also be the
responsibility of the MAIn addition where public procurement actions are planned, national authorities

will have to respect EU public procurement rules and in particular (i) Directives 2004/18/EC and
2004/17/EC, (ii) Directives 2014/23/EU, 2014/24/EU and 2014/25/EU once transposethtidoal
legislation, (iii) Directives 89/665/EEC and 92/13/EEC and (iv) the general public procurement principles
derived from the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU.
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Joint Secretariat
The Joint Secretariat will be set up by té (see 5.2).

Under the supervision of théMA, the JSshall be responsible for the dag-day implementation of the
Programme. It shall assist the monitoring committee, the MA and, where appropriate, the Audit and
Certifying Authorities in carrying out their respective functon

The functions of thedSshallincludethe closureof the 20072013 programmein articulationwith the
MA.

In particular, theJSshall provide information and assistance to potential beneficiaitessje periodic

calls for project proposals, register the applications received and conducpkcation assessment
procedure in view of the Monitoring Committee sessions dedicated to project selection, assist
beneficiaries in the implementation of opdians, check implementation reports and payment claims,
monitor the progresf operations their communication and capitakigion plansassess projects results
and assist on operations’ <c¢closure process.

Certifying Authority

The Agéncia para o Desemvotento e Coesao, I.P (former IFDR) was reconducted as Certifying
Authority by the MS participating in the programme.

The Certifying Authority will fulfil the functions laid dowrfinicle 126of Regulation (EU) N@032013.

In particular, the CA will beesponsible for drawing up and submitting payment applications to the
Commission, and certifying that they result from reliable accounting systems, are based on verifiable
supporting documents, and have been subject to verifications by the MA.

Note that the programme will not submit payment applications in relation to any priority axis before the
moadification of the programme to include the required adjustments to the result indicatodstheir
baselines and targes.

It will alsobe responsible for drawingp the annual accounts, certifying the completeness, accuracy and
veracity of the accounts, maintaining in a computerised form accounting records of expenditure
declared to the Commission and of the corresponding public contribution paid to beneficiates
keeping an account of amounts recoverable and of amounts withdrawn following cancellation of all or
part of the contribution for an operation.

Audit Authority and Group of Auditors

PursuantArticle 25 of Regulation (EU) No 1299/2018e Audit Authority shall be assisted by a group of
auditors composed of a representative from each Member State participating in the cooperation
programme and carrying out the functions provided for in Article 127 of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013.
The grop of auditors shall be set up within three months of the decision approving the cooperation
programme. It shall draw up its own rules of procedure and be chaired bt Authority for the
cooperation programme.

The Audit Athority shall ensure that alits are carried out on the proper functioning of the
management and control system of theooperation pogramme on an appropriate sample of
operationsbased onthe declared expenditure and taking into account internationally accepigdit
standards.
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The audit methodology, the sampling method for audits on operations and the planning of audits will
be established in an audit strategy to be elaborated by Alientic Areawithin eight months of the
adoption of thecooperation pogrammeand to be updated mnually, from 2016 until and including
2024.

Finally, theAtlantic Areawill be responsible for drawing up an audit opinion in accordance with the
second subparagraph of Article 59(5) of the Financial Regulation, a control report covering the main
findingsof the audits carried out.

Monitoring Committee

Pursuant to Articles 47, 48 and 49 of Regulation (EU) No 1303/R8articipating in the Programme,
in agreement with thaviA, shall set up a Monitoring CommitteC) within three months from the
date of notification of the Commission decision approvingdheperation pogramme

TheMCis the key decision making body of the Programme, it is composed of representatives of the relevant
MS authorities and of representaves of the partners referred to in Article 5 of Regulation (EU) No
1303/2013. The Delegated Regulation 2640 of 7 January 2014 shall fi&hRules of procedure and
participating members.

The Commission shall participate in the work of the Monitoring @dtee in an advisory capacityhe list

of monitoring committee members shall be published. M@shall draw up and adopt its rules of procedures

in accordance with the institutionalegal and financial framework of the Member State concerridu
rulesshall contain a detailed description of the composition, the functioning and tasks as well as the
decisionmaking processes of tHdC.

Article 11 of the Delegated Regulation (EU) No 240/2014 of 7 January 2014 on the European code of
conduct on partnersip in the framework of the European Structural and Investment Funds, shall be
followed concerning the relevant elements to be taken into account when formulatingviGénternal

rules.

It shall meet at least once a year. TME Presidency will be established on a rotating basis, while decisions
shall be made by consensus. E&tmeeting shall b@recededby a preparatory meeting between National
Correspondents and the MA allowing all needed clarifications and coordination dtethg to be decided,

in order to easethe decision making proces$he main responsibility of th®ICis reviewing the actual
implementation of the programme and the progress made towards achieving its objectives, including
monitoring financial data, commo and programmespecific indicators and the milestones defined in the
performance framework.

According to Article 116f the Regulation (EU) No 1303/201BetMCshall also examine progress made in
the implementation of the evaluation plan and the follayp given to findings of evaluations, the

implementation of the communicatiostrategy and the actions to promote equality between men and
women, equal opportunities, and negiscrimination, and sustainable development.

TheMCshall examine and approve timethodology and criteria used for the selection of operations,
the annual andinal implementation reportsthe evaluation plan for theooperation pogramme the
communication strategy for thecooperation pogramme and any proposal by théVA for any
amendment to thecooperation pogramme

It may also make observations to tihA regarding implementation and evaluation of the programme
including actions related to the reduction of the administrative burden on beneficiaries.
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Network of National Correspondents

The competent authorities in Spain, France, Ireland, Portugal and the United Kingdom shall ajNatioal
Corresponden{NC)of the Programme in their respective countries.

National Correspondentwill ensurea wide dissemination of the programme information. They will also
support the programme promotion and communication activities.

National Correspndents will provide MA and$ where necessaryyith national specific information on
potential beneficiaries ahrelevant informatioron any specificities of national laws, regulations and policies
that should be taken into consideration fprogramme implementationNCsmay also provide a point of
contact for potential applicants.

Each yearmeetings between M/ JSand National correspondents to discuss programissuesshall be
promoted. Meetings shall be coordinated by the MS holditthge ProgrammeMCpresidency with the support
of the MA.

Contacts between MAISand National Correspondents and feedback to themaregular basishall be
guaranteed

5.3.2. Assessment and selection of operations

Project generation

The MA, the JSand National Correspondents shall take all appropriate stepsitiely publicise and
promote the programme strategyproviding informatiorand support to mobilise keylayers at an early
stage including those relatively unaware of transnational territorial cooperation so tagugh
communication campaigns and eveniisnovative project ideawiill be identified andnadeaccessible
allowingpartner searcheand the generation of new partnerships

TransnationalCooperation Projects will be selected throughereant calls for proposalsProgramme
authorities may decideto have different arrangemens for calls, whichmay be either open or
thematically targetedpr specifially addressed tahe capitalisation of resultsor other arrangement
considered adequate tbramework condition@nd programmeneedsat a givermoment.

According to the specific charactdits of each cafior proposalsan appropriate application packill
be prepared containing albrocedures guidanceand manualsand adequate templateso assist
partnerships It will be widely circulated anghade public througtthe Programme ¥eb Platform.

Project application procedure

Under the supervision of thielA, the JSs responsible to managiemateralisedapplication procedures
and assist projects applicants

The JSshall elaborate and publisthe information and application pack, downloadable from the
Programme website. The pack shall include the necessary guidance to assist project partnerships in the
preparation of their application, including an indicative model of the contract between project partners.
The pack shall also include a standard appticaform, the use of which shall be mandatory for all
applicants. Detailed information about the calls for project proposals, the content of the information
and application pack, the project application procedure anddah@angenents for its implementation

will be available to all applicants through the programme manual.
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Assessment and selection of project applications, resolution of complaints

The detailed assessment procedure, including the set of admissibility conditions and selection criteria,
as well as specific provisions possibly applying to project proposals submitted following the launch of
targeted, specificcall for proposals ol straegic framework, will be defined by the Programme
Monitoring Committee

Project applications shall be submitted by the Lead Partner td8agthin the deadline specified in the
call for project proposals.

The JSshall acknowledge receipt of project applications and coordinate the procedure leading to the
submission of project assessment reports to the Monitoring Committee. Thereaftedtié carry out

the eligibility assessment, including compliance with admissibility conditions, compatibility with national
laws, regulations and policidsllowing consultation ofNational Correspondentg&ligible projects will

be assessely the JSon the basis of the predefined technical selection critewih the assisanceof
independent evaluatorsvhen requiredq should theMonitoring Committee so decideThe proposed
projects shall be scored against the agreed set of selection criteria and rankettamsnational basis.

On the basis of the assessment reports, the Monitoring Committee shall comsidae coursall the
applications received by th#Sand makea decision on the selection of the project to be financed.

Project applicants will binformed in writing about the reasons why an application was not eligible or
approved Complaintsrelated to the selection processill be examinedaccording to the specification

of the call for projectand the complaint procedure to be established by M€ without prejudice of
the right of unsuccessful candidatés administrativeand judiciakeview in compliance with article 74
(3) CPR

Complaints related té1C, MA or JS decisioard to management controls and supervisions performed
at national level lhiroughout project implementation shall be handled accordingthe rules to be
established by the MC in the framerk of the complaint procedure

5.3.3. Signature of the document setting out the conditions of support  of operations

TheMA shall prepare and issweSubsidy contract to confirm the decision of the Monitordgmmittee;

it will s et out the conditions of funding as well
responsibilities. The subsidy contract will also cleadtesthat theLeadPartner and the project partners

will produce and make available all documents to any authorised body of the EU, the Member State or
to the Audit Authority, the Certifying Authority, the MA or Jint secretariaf for control and audit
purposes in compliance with Article 140 of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2T& contractwill alsorefer

to the control systems set up by the Atlantic Area Progranipnevisions for the righio administrative

and judiciakeview in compliance with article 74 (3) CPR will be included in the subsidy contract.

5.3.4. Arrangements for management verifications and related quality controls

In compliance with Article 23 (4) of Regulation (EU) No 1299/2013, each Member Stake jithas
accepted the invitation to participate in the cooperation programme, each third country or territory
shall designate the body or person responsible for carrying out verifications poder(a)of the Article

125(4 of Regulation (EU) N8@32013in relation to beneficiaries on its territory (the ‘controller(s)").
Such verifications, as well as quality controls, shall be carried out according to national control systems.
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The national control system adopted for each MS shall be fully desauiad a template provided by

the MA and to be included in the description of the Programme Management and Control System in
accordance with Article 72 &egulationEC) No 1303/2013. When assessing the document containing
the description of management andontrol system the Audit Authority is authorised to request
complementary information from Programme MS. In case of changes in the responsible body or on the
control system description Programme MS shall informNtewithout delay.

In view of ensuring aadequate level of harmonisation and simplification, standard templates (such as
control declarations, list of documents controlled, checklists and control repéet)nicalprocedure

to access and ugbroughprogranmetoolsand minimum of control requirements shall be proposed by
the MA for approval by the Monitoring Committee and included in the Programme Management and
Control System.

The MA with support ofJSin accordance with the rules and procedures for verificationdeu their
responsibilities, which shall be included in the Programme Management and Control System, shall verify
that the expenditure of each beneficiary participating in an operation has been verified by a designated
controller and in compliance with theorresponding national control system. TMA will also be
responsible to set up effective and proportionate afitiud measures and procedures to ensure an
adequate audit trail.

The result of any verification of the proper functioning of thanagementverification system carried

out by the Programme MS shall be communicated toNf#eusing the required form. ThHdA supported

by the Joint Secretariat will also inform the Programme MS and the concerned beneficiaries of the
results and followup of any cheks carried out under the responsibility of thA, Certifying Authority,

Audit Authority, EC or European Court of Auditors.

5.3.5. Organisation of audits

In accordance witkrticle 252) of Regulation (EU) No 1299/Zxhe Audit Authority will be assistealy

a group of auditors composed by a representative of each Programme MS carrying out the duties
provided for in Article 127 of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013. Each MS representative in the Group of
Auditors shall be responsible for the audits carried outtenerritory.

The Audit Authority(AA) in agreement with the group of auditors, may decide to contract an external
audit firm to carry out audits on the proper functioning of the management and control systems and on
an appropriate sample in complianegth Article 127 of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013.

In line with the same articlgparagraph, he AAshall draw up: (a) an audit opinion in accordance with
the second subparagraph of Article 59(5) of the Financial Regul&tioa control report setting at the

main findings of the audits carried out in accordance with paragraph 1, including findings with regard to
deficiencies found in the management and control systems, and the proposed and implemented
corrective actions.

The exchange of information addcumentation concerning the organisations of audits shadiimired
through the Programme Web Platform for Collaborative Communication. The MA suppor&stms|
supply the information needed to support the definition of audit samples, the accesertiied
information stored in the MAJSinformation system, the clarification of unclear situations detected in
operations auditedTheMA supported bylSshall also ensure the coordination and control of the actions
addressed to the implementation of remmendations resulting from the audit processes.

The quality and completeness of the audit work carried out will be ensured by the Audit Authority
together with the group of auditors, with th@dministrative support of the JS The monitoring
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committee wil be regularly informed of the results of the audit work and necessary fallpwTlhe
coordination among the members of the group of auditors with regard to the above will be formalised
in the rules of procedure of the group of auditors, in the audit &gyt and in the management and
control system description.

5.4. Apportionment of liabilities among the participating Member States in case of financial
corrections imposed by the Managing Authority or the Commission

In compliance wittArticle 27(2) of Regulation (EU) No 1299/2013, M shall ensure thaany amount

paid as a result of an irregularity is recovered from the lead or sole beneficiary. Beneficiaries shall repay
to the lead beneficiary any amounts unduly paid. In case ofigimpossibility of the lead beneficiary

to recover from a beneficiary any unduly paid amounts, & may assume the responsibility for
recovering such amounts directly from the concerned beneficiary.

If the lead beneficiary does not succeed in seaurigpayment from other beneficiaries or if théA

does not succeed in securing repayment from the lead beneficiary or directly from the beneficiary
concerned, according tévrticle 27(3) of Regulation (EU) No 1299/2013, the Member State or third
country onwhose territory the beneficiary concerned is located shall reimburseMBeany amounts
unduly paid to that beneficiary.

In compliance with point (a)(vi) éfticle 8(4) of Regulation (EU) No 1299/20tt& Member State (MS)
and third countries (TQyill bear liability in connection with the use of the programme ERDF funding as
follows:

/" For projectrelated expenditure granted to project partners located on its territory, liability will
be born individually by each MS/TC;

/" In case of a systemic irregularityr dinancial correction, the MS/TC will bear the financial
consequences in proportion to the relevant irregularity detected on the respective MS territory.
Where the systemic irregularity or financial correction cannot be linked to a specific MS territory,
the MS shall be responsible in proportion to the ERDF contribution paid to the respective national
project partners involved;

/" For thetechnical assistance expenditure :

0 MS will bear joint liability for decision of the monitoring committee in proportiontheir
respective share in the technical assistance budget. If technical assistance is used directly by a
MS, this MS will bear full liability for this expenditure.

0 Being responsible for the dag-day implementation of technical assistance, @ bears tll
responsibility for consequences of any decision made on its behalf.

If the MA/JSor any MSbecomes aware of irregularities, it shistform without any delaythe liable MS
or the MA/JS The latter will ensure the transmission of information to @ertifying Authority, Audit
Authority andGroup of Auditors, where relevant.

In compliance with Article 122 of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013, each MS is responsible for reporting
irregularities committed by beneficiaries located on its territory to theaB@ at the same time to the

MA. Each MS shall keep the EC as well abthenformed of any progress of related administrative and
legal proceedings. THdA will ensure the transmission of information to ti@rtifying Authority and

Audit Authority.
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If aMember State does not comply with its duties arising from these provisiondVithes entitled to
suspend payments to all project partners located on the territory of this Member State.

5.5. Use of the Euro (where applicable)

In accordance with Article&b) of Regulation (EU) No 1299/2013, and by way of derogation from Article
133 of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013, expenditure incurred in a currency other than the euro shall be
converted into euro by the beneficiaries in the month during whitdhexpenditure wasubmitted for
verification to the managing authority or the controller in accordance with Article 23 of this Regulation;

The conversion shall be verified by the controller in the Member State or third country in which the
beneficiary idocated.

5.6. Involvement of partners
5.6.1 Role of partners in the preparation of the cooperation programme

In accordance with theulti-level governance approactie involvement of partners has been a central
component throughout the development of thicooperation programme Besides,in line with the
Delegated Regulation (EU) No 240/20d#47 January 2014 on the European code of conduct on
partnership in the framework of the European Structural and Investment Fuhdsnvolvement of
partners both at programme preparation and implementation phasastaken into consideration.

Therefore,emphasisvasplaced on guaranteeing both national and regional level participation in the
drafting process. The participation @evantspecialise@rgankations,transnationalrganisationand

think tanks haslsobeenfundamental to ensure fultoherence between theooperation pogramme
strategy and the common and pressing needs and challenges of the cooperation area. This mul
governane approach has also been keay énsure effective coordination between themoperation
programmeand other relevant strategies arnuitiatives, whichare happening ithe AtlanticArea in the
targeted fields of intervention.

Finally, the open wblic consultation process involving7 participants has also been key to the
cooperation pogramme drafting process and has contributeto enhance the ownership of the
Programme among the participatiddSand regions, target groups and potential beneficiaries.

As regards the actugdrogramme preparatiorprocessin July 2012the five MS of the Atlantic Area
decided to entrust -2t20" WoR0R0) &y thdGasloal grawiddup this
cooperationprogramme

In accordance with the mandate conferred upon it, the \2.42020 had the authority and final
responsibility for the decisions to be taken regarding the Programme, including taetexevaluation.

The WG consists of representatives of national authorities from the five participdt&ghe MA, the
JS representative of the CCDR (Portuggdland theEC The externaléchnical assistance hired &ssist
in the elaboration of theooperationprogrammeand the exante evaluatorstook part in the process of
the cooperation programmepreparation The WG 2012014 met onl3 occasions before the formal
submission of th cooperationprogrammeto the EC
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Within the cooperation programmedrafting process, a combinationf sources and documents have

been analysed and a number ofganisatiors and partners have been consulted with the aim of
identifying the main internal and external variables dactors, whichwill characterise the design of the

Programme’s strategy.

First, asociceconomic and SWOT analysias carried out in order to identify the current and most
relevant trends and features of the Atlantic Area. This analygsEomplemented through a widestudy

of the preliminary needs and positions stated by the Atlantic AME the main programme
stakeholders andhe EC Similarly, this analysiwasframed in the context of the Common Strategic
Framework, incluohg the Atlantic Strategy and its relatefiction Plan. The main conclusions and
recommendations derived from the Ongoing Evaluation of the Atlantic Area Transnatampration
programme2007-2013 also served as a guide for the drafting of the 20020cooperation pogramme

In parallel, a cosultation processwas carried out among the 2002 013 At |l anti c

Pr

stakeholders and beneficiaries. The survey, launched by the Programmes Authorities in 2012 and closed

on 15 February 2013, registered 62 answers from public and private Progratakedhalders, from
which 42 were coming from Atlantic Area projects partners.

Moreover, a two-round expert consultation has been conducted with a number of actors and

organisations thatvere considered to be key for the Programpua a series of topics raed withthe
relevance and lessons learnt from tAdantic Areacooperation pogramme20072013, the main needs
and challenges, thérogrammeintervention logic as well as potential actions or projects to be
supported by the new Programme in the Atlantic Area.

The following organisationgmong othershavebeen consukd forthe purpose of drafting thétlantic
Areacooperationprogrammestrategy.
Atlantic Area organisations:

/" CPMR Atlantic Aommission

/" Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities

/" INTERACT

/" Eixo Atlantico do Noroeste Peninsular

/" EGTC GalicidNorte Portugal

/" Atlantic Transnational Networ&f Economic and Social Committd@3 N),

National organisations:

W/ Commi ssari at génér al a | * Bé&égatian tinkermidistesielletae r r i

| " aménagement du territoireFramdce a |
/" Irish Marine Institute, Ireland
/" Science and Technology Foundation (Fundacgéo p@iérecia e a Tecnologia), Portugal
/" DG Maitime Affairs, Portugal
/" Turespafia, Spain

/" Ministry of Agriculture, Spain
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Regional Governments and organisations:

/" Comissao de Coordenacdo e Desenvolvimento Regional de Lisboa e Vale do Tejo (CCDR LVT
Portugal

/" Economic and Social Council, Basque Country, Spain
/" Eixo Atlantico, Galicia, Spain

/" Welsh Government Departments of Natural Resources, Energy, Innovation and Marine affairs,
United Kingdom

/" Scottish Government Department of Marine affairs, United Kingdom
/" North Ireland Government, United Kingdom

/" Aquitaine, Poitou Charentes, Paysla-Loire, Bretagne, Basse Normandie, Haute Normandie
Regions

Moreover, additional inpwfor the new programme wre collected, in a more informal way, at Atlantic
Area annual events and at national or regional events organised bdyi&e

On the basis of all the above, th®and thelPwere selected, laying the foundations for the definition
of the cooperationprogramrme Strategy including priority @s andSQ types of actions and indicators.

The Working Group 20142020 also discussethe future programme structures, procedures and
implementation tools. Lessons learnt and recommendations from evaluatiamied outfor the 2007
2013 Programme ware taken into account in order to improve programme management and
procedures.

Finally, the draftooperation pogrammewent througha public consultation process froB® May2014
to 4 July 2014 in parallel with the consudtion on the environmental report. As a resuy actors
participatedand 87 contributionswere received. Input from this consultatiomprocesswere assessed
discussed in the framework of the Working Groapd eventuallyintegrated in the final Atlantiérea
programme2014-2020

5.6.2. Role of partners in the implementation of the  cooperation programme (including their
involvement in the MOQC)

Taking into account the recommendations of the European code of conduct on partnership in the
framework of the European Structural and Investment Futigsrelevant partnersnaybe represented
as appropriaten the MC directly or through umbrella organisations

The val ue o fpartcipaiaonanlkhe Pragilardneeimplementation is recognised asliances
programmeownership among partners, allows to use existing and wider knowledge and expertise,
increases transparency in the decisimraking processesllows progresm the coordination with other
programmes and strategies, namely tBérategy for theAtlantic Oceanand grants regional actors the
possibility to convey theirgints of view and needs to tHdCon a regular basis.

For this purposgeconomic and social actors, civil society, universities and research cenitgbe
involved in thedecision makingroceduresof the Programmeas appropriate Moreover, andaking
specifically into account the growth and jobs focus of the progre and he innovative approach
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conveyedin particular but not eglusively by SO1.1 and 1.@nd SO 2.2the business communitynay
also playa role in theMC.

In addition beneficiariesshowingbest practice or model projectsay be invitedas appropriateto
participate inMCsessiondgo demonstrate their results to programme stakeholders and official bodies.

Taking into account the context of the maritime strategy for the Atlantic Ocean area and its Action plan
it is also necessary to involve actors havamAtlantic Areavision to inform the Committee on the
ongoing developments and needs of regions in the K&

In line with this approachthe Committeewill seek to involve the relevant institutions, organisatipns
experts and stakeholders inthe appropriate moments to contribute to a better programme
implementation by providing the Committee with the relevant information and points of view
achieveProgramme goaland targets

Other transnational organisation®iaving a strategic relevance to the Programrae well as
organisationsfrom the areas of environmentequality between men and womermand equal
opportunities the Atlantic Strategy Forum and others, magobe invited asviCobservers.

The involvement in theMCmayhave a permanent or temporary character, depending on the needs of
the programme.
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SECTION 6. COORDINATION

Coordination is intended as the set of mechanisms ensuring an effective coordination between the
Funds, the EAFRBEhe EMFF and other Union and national funding instruments, including the
coordination and possible combination with CEF, ENI, EDF and IPA and with the EIB taking into account
the provisions laid down in the CSF as set out in Annex | of the CPR. Wherer\&atbs and third
countries participate in cooperation Programmes that include the use of ERDF appropriations for
outermost regions and resources from the EDF, coordination mechanisms at the appropriate level to
facilitate effective coordination in the esof these resources.

ETC programmes have a great potential for territorial development, allowing tackling common
challenges and needs beyond administrative borders. Therefore, coordination and complementarity
with other EU funds is key to exploit synegjieapitalize and scale up results, thus contributing to
maximise the impact of the funds. For this reason, relevant links to EU and relevant National Funding
Instruments have been considered through ttmoperation programmedrafting process. Moreover,
mechanisms to ensure an effective coordination with such programmes will be implemented throughout
the programming period.

6.1. Coordination with other ESI Funds and other Union Instruments

The list presented in thiSection although not exhaustive, shatlie high correspondence between the
Atlantic Area Programme strategy and the following EU funds and instruments:

/" Cross-border and transnational cooperation programmes aim to tackle common challenges
identified in border and transnational regions. Regiamshe Atlantic Area overlap with other
crosshorder and transnational programme areas, namely: Spd&ortugal, MadeiraAzores
Canarias, SoutkVest Europe, FraneBpainAndorra, North West Europe, IrelaiWlales,
Northern Ireland, the Border Region of katl and Western Scotland, Northern Periphery and
France (Channeh Englandandthe 2 Seas programmén line with theAtlantic Areaprogramme,
in most of those programmes, the themes innovation, dcavbon economy and the promotion
of the biodiversity andhe cultural and natural heritage, plays a fundamental rdlee Atlantic
Programme will encourage cooperation among those programmes in order to seek and exploit
synergies and stimulate an exchange and transfer of experience and best practices oo specifi
topics.

/" Interregional programmes’ objective is tduild networks to develop good practices and facilitate
the exchange and transfer of experiences by successful regions. It includes the following
programmes with which the Atlantic Arezboperation pogramme shows a certain level of
correspondence:

0 INTERACT Ill, which directly contributes to the coordination between funds and supports ETC
Programmes in implementing their activities, would provide guidance and specific expert input
to the Atlantic Ara Programme in the fields of management and control, results cegaitain
and coordination with other funds.
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o ESPON is aimed at supporting policy development, institutional capacity, effective

policymaking and efficient public administration by providiliguropean comparable,
systematic and reliable territorial evidence. In this context, fhintic Area cooperation
programmemay benefit from the ESPON Programme by making use of this territorial data and
information to assess and evaluate project and pamgme developments and results.

TheEuropean Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF)given the importance of the Atlantic maritime
and coastal areas, will clearly complement ttantic Areacooperationprogramme especially
related with the Blue Growtlagenda activities. Both the EMFF and thiantic Areaunder its
Priority 3, will among other activities, promote cooperation betwekls to improve data
collection and strengthen control, mainly on those priorities set up in the Integrated Maritime
Policy (IMP) such as marine knowledge, maritime spatial planning, integrated coastal zone
management, integrated maritime surveillance and the adaptation to the adverse effects of
climate change on coastal areas. Moreover, the EMFF will protect the marine remeind and
biodiversity while theAtlantic Areaprogramme will contribute to enhance its biodiversity and
natural and culture assets, in particular those with a maritime dimension.

The Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) which aimsto achieve Good Efronmental
Status (GES) of the EU's marine waters by 2020 and to protect the resource base upon which
marinerelated economic and social activities depend, finds its matching with a number of SO in
the Programme, especially SO4.1 and SO4.2 under Protigyd: Enhancing biodiversity and the
natural and cultural assets.

The Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) Directive is also anmportant legislation to the Atlantic
Area,particularly relevant in the context of transnational cooperati@uompetition formaritime
space-for renewable energy equipment, aquaculture and other growth arehas highlighted

the need for efficient management, to avoid potential conflict and create synergies between
different activities In this regard, S0O2.1, SO 4.1 and eglgc$O 3.1 can be identified as key parts

of the cooperation programme thavill contribute to the attaime nt of t he Directii

Horizon 2020 is the EU Framework Programme for Research and Innovation to promote a
European worleclass scienceemoving barriers to innovation and making it easier for the public
and private sectors to work together in delivering innovation. Horizon 2020 will support research
and innovation to tackle societal challenges for a better society in the field of ermespuyrce
efficiency or SMEs support, among others. Therefore, coherence with the Horizon 2020
programme exists in the majority of tH#&0in the Atlantic Area programme (S0O1.1, SO1.2, SO2.1,
S02.2, SO3.1 and SO4.1) which will seek to contribute to stimapgtéed innovation and to
enhance the uptake of new technologies.

LIFE + programme covers a series @reas, whichare relevant for theatlantic AreaProgramme
activities under the Priority Axis 2 and 4. First, the LIFE+ sub programme for climateadution
focus on reducing greenhouse gas emissions, increasing resilience to climate change and
increasing awareness, communication, cooperation and dissemination on climate mitigation and
adaptation actions, will complement thétlantic Area Programme on & attempt to foster
renewable energies and energy efficiency (SO 2.1 and 2.2). Sgctved subprogramme for
Environment will support along with theétlantic Area Priority Axis 4, the implementation of
environment policy, the development of best practices for biodiversity challenges, focusing on
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Natura 2000, and the promotion &howledge sharing, dissemination of best practices, and better
compliance, in addition to awaress raising campaigns.

/" COSME, the EU programme for the Competitiveness of Enterprises and SMEs, addresses research
and innovation challenges faced by the Uni on
Axis 1 that seeks tstimulate innovation ad competitiveness in thAtlantic Area

/" European Union Programme for Employment and Social Innovation (EaSl) supports seH
employment, entrepreneurship, business creation and social enterprises under its microfinance
and social entrepreneurship axis. Thdlantic Area programme will complement the EaSI
programme by supporting actions to enhance social innovation and social enterpriser the
SO1.1, SO1.2 and S@2

/" Creative Europe, the programme for European cultural and linguistic diversity, willglement
other EU programmes, such as the Atlantic Area Programme (SO 4.2) in supporting heritage
restoration and cultural infrastructure and services.

In addition as far as the&uropean Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EARDIF; URBACT Il and
European Social Fund (ESFare concerned;the Atlantic Area programme is not supporting activities
directly related neither to agriculture and urban development nor to employment. However, the
objectives of sustainable urban development and the protectibthe natural environment and the

i mprovement of E u r(aosseuttisg ptiotitissafor URBAQT Itl, aElARDF and ESF
respectively) constitute relevant issues for Atlantic projects.

The Cohesion Fund aims to reduce economic and social disparities and to promote sustainable
development in thoséMiSwhose Gross National lome (GNI) per inhabitant is belo®0 % ofthe EU
average. Giverthat the Whesion Fund only concerns Portugal, the coordination menksns are
expected to be related only with relevant initiatives to be undertaken in this country.

Finally, and considering the thematic focus selectedifeAtlantic Area, the overlapping areas between
the projects cefinanced by this programme and Epean Initiatives such &&rasmus for All, Asylum
and Migration Fund and Connecting Europe Facility will be limited.

The above information demonstrates that overlaps and complementarities with other Funds have
already been taken into account during theoperation Programmaedrafting process. Moreover, a
series ofmechanisms to promote and ensure an effective coordination between the Atlantic Area
Programme and relevant EU initiatives will be implemeritedughout the programme:

/" Thematiclinks and synergiewith other relevantprogrammesjnstruments and policiewill be
regularly assessed and reviewed throughout the programme

/" Nationalcorrespondents shall contribute to thgisseminatingf information about the calls for
proposaldo assue complementariy within initiatives being undertaken by orgaations in their
regions andS§

/" The Programme bodies will also seek active cooperation with other EU Programmes. In particular,
actions like organising joint dissemination and capitalisation events, creaageration
networks or establishing information exchange platforms will be encouraged

/" TheMA, assisted by thd$S will make available and widely coramicate information on project
specific outputs with the aim toapitaliseand scale up Atlantic Areagelts

Atlantic Area2014-2020, version 1.3 approved on 01 December 20100



/" Beneficiaries will be asked to identify and exploit links with other relevant EU programmes, both
at application stage and throughout the project implementati®noject exchanges between the
beneficiaries of the different programmes will be proradt

/" In order to promote coordination as well as avoid overlaps and double financing of activities,
potential beneficiaries will have to include in their application forms information on their
participation in other EU projects as well as describe howdioation and articulation with other
programmes will be undertaker specificselection criterion for this will be established.

/" As far as overlapping transnational programmes, such as Stiatt and NorthWest Europe,
exchanges will be organised firstlyrough the existing coordination hub that is the INTERACT
programme, able to disseminate information and best practice of programmes and projects,

/" The CP wildlsointensify cooperation with the above programmes through more exchanges of
electronic infomation and through meetings,

/" Website facilities will identify CP and project activities and results, while the relevant Union
instruments and funds will be signposted to foster coordination between them and the CP

6.2. Coordination with relevant National Funding Instruments

The AtlanticAreaTransnationatooperationprogramme willseek tocomplement and contribute to the
implementation of national, regional and localitiatives, whichare pursuing the same or similar
objectives.

In order tofoster the coordination between thelantic AreaProgrammeand the relevant National
Funding InstrumentdiSthrough the relevanitructures willdisseminate information on thétlantic
AreaProgramme to theorganisatiors within their countries, and withakethe information about the
most relevant national and regional funding instrumeratgailable to the Monitoring Committee

Finally, and in order to avoid overlaps, the added value of transnational coopevéthtin projects will
need to bedemonstratedby the potential beneficiaries of the Atlantic Area Programrespecific
selection criterion will be set up to assess this aspect.

6.3. Coordination with EIB

The use of EIB Financial Instruments is not foreseen in the framework of the AtlanticoapEadion
programme However, the Programme will facilitate the exchanges with and advice from the EIB on the
possibility for beneficiaries tpossiblyreceive EIB funding as a means of capitaliAtigntic Area
projects’ results.
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SECTION 7. REDUCTION OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE BURDEN FOR BENEFICIARES

An efficient programme administration is a driving force for beneficiaries to be in a position to achieve
results in their projects contributing to a measurable impact on the Atlantic Area.

Reducinghe administrative burdens a key objective to achie\sy means ofnore simplifiedrules and
administration proceduresvhile ensuring aneffective contro] based on lessonfsom the 207-2013
period, ncluding the ongoing evaluatiomsing as much as possible new simplified cost options and
harmonised implementation tools developed by INTERACT Programdtel C programmes.

Reducinghe administrative burdemf beneficiariess envisaged mainly in the following fields:

Application and selection procedures

Despite assumptions that bothcall for proposalsand selection procedure were highly fair and
transparent,in the 20072013 periocthe number of calls launched (oY was consideredbsufficient
while the application proceduren most calls was considered some extent too long and time
consuming.

In orderto improvecalls for proposaléncluding targeted cal)jsa holistic plan will be preparedgdluding
aforecast timing for the launch afalls, a more usefriendly applicationprocedureand the sources of
information to be usedo design and launclubsequent calls for proposalBhis action shall start as
from 2015.

Harmonised budget lines and eligibility rules

Even if the effectiveness of eligibility rules has besaogniseddifferences betweemMSeligibility rules
remainone of the main causes of high administrative burden on beneficiaries and also a source of
disparities among partners.

Action will therefore be taketo simplifyp r o j e aeét structute ardlin linewith Articles 67 and 68
of Regulation (EU) No 13@)13 to adoptsimplified costs optionghe use ofstandard scales of unit
costs,and the use ofump sums and flatate.

Reviewing and streamlining eligibility rules for shared cost&jnid coriributions and other specific
items related to project budgetsill alsobe needed. These actions wall be undertakenfrom the outset
of the Programme

Streamlined monitoring of operations’ progress

Despitethe progressnade on theAA reporting systemcomplexityand difficulty of use remaiissues to
be tackled in the 2012020 programming period.

Reducing the excessive financial focus in favouroé porti ng on the attain
objectives resultsand outputs;minimising the quantity binformation required andsimplifying the
handling ofreporting forms are all actions to undertake. In additigrrganisingregular and enhanced
training sessions for beneficiaries on repog of operations, modificatiorlaims,control and audit
procedueswill happenduring programme implementation.
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Harmonising and simplifying control and payment systems

Despite their effectiveness, differences and duplicationsM& control systemsincrease the
administrative burden. A too small initial cash advance facility for projects produced a weak impact on
project performance and hampered a quick start up. Moreover, payments to Lead Partners caused
significant delays in reimbursements to béiceries.

Some improvement actiorghouldbe carried oufrom the startof programme, namelyMIS agreement

on the simplificationharmonisationand the greatest possible integration of control procedures; the
implementation of an odine knowledge basefdest practices in expenditure reporting and common
errors detectedn the control systemaccessible to Programme bodies, controllers and project partners;
direct payments to beneficiaries, avoiding unnecessary monetary flows and speeding up
reimbursemetts; to considerat the first MC meetingthe amount of the cash advance facility for new
projects if/where feasible and appropriate.

E-cohesion tools

E-cohesion began with the 20e2013 Programme, through the implementationtbe AAInformation
Systemwith three components:

The Platform for Collaborative Communication (PCC), Offline management todtegngs), the
Management InformatiorBystem (SIGEA) andarm applications, reports and reimbursement claims
and amendments. Despite itsbustness andapacity to ensure full coverage of Programme procedures,
its functionalities need to béurther improved and simplified to become more user friendly, integrated
and fully automatedrom the beginning of the programmedoreseeingll necessary updateghenever
necessary. Generally, a better service to beneficiaries and programme lvgtlibe sought.

Actions to make the Information systemore usetfriendly and moreinteractive will be undertaken
namely.

/" ThePcC will be improved as the main communication and management tool of Programme
structures and projects; it will become quicker and will include features like FAQ sections, live chat
sessions and webinars, a roadmap for the project lifecycle and facilitighdalevelopment of
project ideas, partner search and networking;

/" The centralised Programme databaSKgEA, will ensure full coverage of information needs giving
on line and reatime information on project and Programme implentation for all Programme
bodies;

/" Guidance and training on software for all staff involved in programme management will be
providedto be able tofully operate and take dvantage of Information Systems;

/" E-forms will be improved to easily assist projects on applications, repogit@jamendments

/" Finally thee-monitoring system will include new features like those related to the quality of
decisions and documentation, performance control systamtomatic warning of beneficiaries
on relevantissues and aomatic prefilling of progct e-forms.

Information and Communication

| mportant efforts t dComnmunicatiornvaad pubticasctifitiesag foesaenisy’ s
the 20142020cooperation pogrammesuch asthe capacity to relate with the medjshe dissemination
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of project and programme resultgnd the participation of the Programme in differetnansnational
and European events order tofurther promote both programmeand projects.

In addition, the Programme will provide project partners with greater capacityiamproved tools to
manage their own communication.

A number of actions are therefore to be carried out right from the beginning of the Programme:
/" Creation of standard tools and provision of guidance for the harmonisation of communication;
/" Introductionof Website facilities for the dissemination of projects publications and results

/" Introduction ofjoint media clipping solutions helping projects to monitor references in the media;

/" Provision of onlingraining of project partners and information sessions
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SECTION 8. HORIZONTAL PRINCIPLES

8.1 Sustainable development

The common and shared natural landscapes and the rich biodiversity can be considered as the basis and
the “engine™ eafritthoe iltsl’amtrioovt h. |l mportant econ
maritime economic activities, renewable energies or tourism depend on the quality and sustainability
of these natural resources. However, the region is exposed to several thaedts/ulnerabilities
heightened by its large coastline and the effects of climate change. Therefore, promoting measures to
guarantee a sustainable developmentiMaé a cornerstone of the Programme along the Programming
period 20142020.

In line with thisat a programme level, specific attention has beewvoted tochoosing specific thematic
objective andPclearly focussed on sustainable development.

In this respectthe Atlantic Area programme supports SO(out of seven) under whictransnational
cooperation gojects will addresgnvironmental needs and challengesd will contribute to improve

and enhance regional policies and strategies related to sustainable developmeparticular, the
Programme seeks to promote resourefficiency regions ad territories by enhancing renewable
energy (specific objective 2.1) and fostering gregowth and eceinnovation (specific objective 2.2), to
improve the environmental management for climatechange adaptation and risk prevention by
strengthening integreed territorial management and risk prevention and resilience (specific objective
3.1) and to apitali® on the attractiveness of the Atlantic natural and cultural heritage through the
enhancement of the natural and cultural heritage exploitation (speciijective 4.1) and the promotion

of biodiversityprotectionande c o sy st ems’' services (specific obj

The cooperation programmehrough itstargeted actions on the reduction of greenhouse gases to
promote a low carbon economyill also contribué to air qualityand thereduction of PM and NO@s
defined in Directive 2008/50/E@hich in contrast to CO2 are directly harmful to the health of citizens,
ecosystems, crops and buildings.

In order to ensure the integration of sustainable development at operational level, the Programme
bodies willtake the following actions:

/" Meeting the requirements and taking into account the recommendations pointed out by the
Srategic Environmentafssesment (SEA) and the 8rte evaluation

/" Potential beneficiaries will be requested to include in their project application concrete and real
measures to contribute to sustainable development

/" Sustainable development will be included as gpecificevaluaion criteriain the assessment of
projectapplications

/" Programme bodies witlevisespecific measure® reduce the impact of projedmplementation
on the environment suchas using environmentaliriendly equipment, adopting greening
measures for th@rganisationof events

/" Beneficiaries will also be invited tmplementspecific measures to reduce the impact of projects
implementation on the environment
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/" The use of Green public procurement criteria will be promoted laitRrogramme and project
level,

/" Athoughtravelling is consideredssential fortransnationalcooperation activitiesbeneficiaries
and programme bodies will be encouraged to use, vévwam possible, alternatives modes of
interaction that do not require travelling in order to reduce CO2 emissions. In any case,
environmentally friendly mobility options will be giving preference

/" Beneficiariesvill be requestedo demonstratein their projectreports and final evaluations how
the activities undertaken and the results achieved have contributed to the sustainable
development principle. Project output indicators measuring the positive effect on the
environment, will be encouraged

/" Thecontribution of the Atlantic Area programme to sustainable development, will be asseased
the basis ofaggregated contributions reported by projects

8.2 Equal opportunities and non -discrimination

The horizontal principle of equal opportunities and rgiscrimination is embedded in the European
Union legislation, and transposed to the laws of the Fl&in the Atlanticregion. This principlprohibits

direct and indirect discrimination on grounds of racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, age
and sexual orientation. The effective removal of discrimination and the guarantee of equal opportunities
in the areas of employment, training, echation, social protection and other opportunities is vital for
social, economic and territorial cohesion of Europe in general and the Atlantic Area in particular.

The Atlantic Area Programme does not intend to develop specific actions uniquely aimbd at t
promotion of equal opportunities and the prevention of discrimination and therefore no specific Priority
Axis has been devoted to this enblloreover, and considering its main objectives and operations
foreseen, the AtlantiAreaprogramme does not tardespecific group concerned by discrimination
risks However, the principle of nediscrimination will be approached and addressedpecificfield of
action where programme activities will have high social impact. For instanegth projects under
Secfiic Objective 2.1 aiming to guarantee renewable energy afédility for local communitieswith
activities (under Secific Objective 3.1) 6 empower vulnerable local communities to confront and
recover from natural threats in order to increase the safetyl security of those communitiesr with
projects aimed at enhaiirig and promoting traditional economic activities contribing to create new
jobs and economic development pgrtunities for groups facingmployment problems.

The Programmewill adopt this principle as acrosscuttingtheme and will ensure thathe equal
opportunities and nordiscrimination principle is adopted by all Project beneficiaries BRagramme
bodies. In particularand in order to ensure the integration of the principleegfual opportunities and
non-discrimination the Programme bodies will put in place the following actions:

/" Meeting the requirements and taking into account the recommendations pointed out by the
Strategic Environmenta#issessment (SEA) and thedie evaluaibn;

/" Potential beneficiaries will be requested to described in their project application whether groups
their projects will target specific group concerned by risks of discrimination and the specific
actions foreseen to avoid discrimination and promoteialjopportunities of such groups

/" Equal opportunities and nediscriminatian will be taken into account in thevaluaton of project
applications
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/" Programme bodies will ensure that the activities undertaken comply with the principle of non
discriminationand equal opportunities. In particular, communication activities will be designed
and implemented in a way that guarantees that the different categories of population can benefit
of the result of the projects

/" Beneficiaries will also be invited itmplemert specific measures to guarantee ridiscrimination
and equal opportunities

/" Beneficiariesvill be requestedo demonstratein their project reports and final evaluatioh®w
activities undertaken and results achieved have contributed to promote equalrappties and
non-discrimination. Project output indicators measuring the positive effect on promoting equal
opportunities and nordiscrimination, when relevant, will be encouraged

/" The contribution of the Atlantic Area programme to promote equal oppdties and non
discrimination will be assessed the basis ofthe aggregated contributions reported by projects

8.3 Equality between men and women

Equality between women and men is one of the fundamental principles of Community law. The EU
objectives ongender equality are to ensure equal opportunities and equal treatment for men and
women and to combat any form of discrimination on the grounds of gender and to contribute to
economic growth and sustainable development. Thus, the equality between mern@nén being one

of the European Union's founding values, it is also broadly accepted and constitcbesesstoneof

the Atlantic ArealransnationaProgramme.

The Atlantic Area Programme does not intend to develop specific actions uniquely aimed at the
promotion of gender equality and no specific Priority Axis neither specific objective have been devoted
to this end. However, this principle will be particularly taken into consideration for Priority Axis such as
Priority Axis1 or Specific Objective L.and 1.2to promote innovation by implementing actions
contributing to raising the number of women in the R&D sector.

Gender equality will be adopted as a transversal arasscuttingoriority for the Programme and several
actionswill put in place to ense the integration of the principle of equality between men and women:

/" Meeting the requirements and taking into account the recommendations pointed out by the
Strategic Environmenta#issessment (SEA) and thedfie evaluation

/" Potential beneficiaries will be requested to describe in their project application which specific
measures will be taken into account to ensure equality between men and women. In particular
genderequality will need to be guaranteeas regards the targetrgups and eneusers as well as
the project management team is concerned

/" Equality between men and women will beken into consideration ithe evaluation of projects

/" Programme bodies will ensure that the activities undertaken comply with the prindigleraer
equality. In particular, the Programme will implement specific measures to proraotaciliation
of work and family life and wjll

/" Beneficiaries will also be invited implementspecific measures to guarantee equality between
men and women
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Beneficiarieswill be requestedo demonstratein their project reports and finavaluations how
activitiesundertaken and results achieved have contributed to promote equality between men
andwomern

Project output indicators measuring the positive effext promoting gender equality, when
relevant, will be encouraged

The contribution of the Atlantidreaprogramme to promote gnder equality will be assessed
the basis othe aggregated cadnibutions reported by projects
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SECTION 9. SEPARATE ELEMENTS

9.1 Major projects to be implemented during the programming period

Not applicable

9.2 The performance framework of the cooperation programme

Table 24 - Performance framework (summary table)

. . : Milestone = Final target
Indicator of key implementation step

for 2018 (2023)

1 |PI01:Number of case studgeand pilot actions implemented Number 3 33
1 |PI03:Number of policy, strategy ancherational instruments produced  Number 6 66
1 |PlO6:Total eligible expenditure certified arsibmitted to EC Euros 5564 628| 62 822 988
2 |PI01: Number of case studies and pilot actions implemented Number 2 21
2 |PI03: Number of policy, strategy and operational instruments produ¢  Number 4 42
2 |PIO6:Total eligible expenditure certified arslibmitted to EC Euros 3825436| 39 659 206
3 |PIO1: Number of case studies and pilot actions implemented Number 1 9
3 |PI03: Number of policy, strategy and operational instruments produ¢  Number 2 18
3 |Pl06:Total eligible expenditure certified arstibmitted to EC Euros 2259 385| 20356 053
4 |PI01: Number of case studies and pilot actions implemented Number 2 26
4 |PI03: Number of policy, strategy and operational instruments produ¢  Number 4 52
4 |PI06:Total eligible expenditure certified arsibmitted to EC Euros 3983889| 52644961

9.3 List of relevant partners involved in the preparation of the cooperation programme

As already described i8ection5.6.1, the multilevel governance approach and the involvement of
partners has been a cenfraomponent throughout the development of thisoperation rogramme

The list of relevant partners involved in the preparation of the programme is presdoeteadv.

/" 62 public and private institutions participad in the survey carried out among the 20Q013
Atl antic Programme’s stakeholders and benefi

/87 public and private institutions participadin the Public Consultation

/" CPMR Atlantic Arc Commission

/" Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities

/" INTERACT

/" Eixo Atlantico do Noroeste Peninsular

/" Atlantic Transnational Networkof Economic and Social Committd3 N),

/ Commi ssari at génér al Dééllé géagtailoint é ndteesr mienrirsittéor
du territoi réeégienbleDATAR)Frantet r act i vi t

~/ Irish Marine Institute, Ireland
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Science andechnologyroundation (Fundacéo para a Ciéncia e a Tecnologia), Portugal

DG Maritime Affairs, Portugal

Turespafia, Spain

Ministry of Agriculture, Spain

Comissdo de Coordenacdo e Desenvolvimdregional de Lisboa e Vale do Tejo (CCDR LVT),
Portugal

Economic and Social Council, Basque Country, Spain

Eixo Atlantico, Galicia, Spain

Welsh Government Departments of Natural Resources, Energy, Innovation and Marine affairs,
United Kingdom

ScottishGovernment- Department of Marine affairs, United Kingdom

North Ireland Government, United Kingdom

Aquitaine, Poitou Charentes, Paysla-Loire, Bretagne, Basse Normandie, Haute Normandie
Regions

Representatives of national authorities from the five pagatingMS

Atlantic Area ProgrammiA

Atlantic Area ProgramméS

CCDR, Pgtugal

Ecorys Spaincooperationprogramme drafting Technical Assistance

RegioPlus Exante evaluator

9.4 Applicable programme implementation conditions governing the financial management,
programming, monitoring, evaluation and control of the participation of third countries in
transnational and interregional programmes through a contribution of ENI and IPA
resources

Not applicable
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